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isradl^idiers protect settlier drug crops 

OGCURED JERUSALEM (AFP) —Israeli soldicni 
sere tO|;UfBd Jewish iK^hanenfs in the Gsfn Sirip Iimv 
conai^pincd (Shaving lo piotcciiiurijuaiia I'lops gnywn 
ibeie, the daily Maanv lej^ed Fciday. Soldicni wtio 
carried oiic zesove duty in the sntah oT ihe mainly 
PitfestimarKtHitrbned Strip wetc_uuoted hy tiic news* 
paper os ^ng settlers ciopilQy T^ w^>rkers lo gnny 
I the crops in giccnhouses in lire colonics. *'lt's an uhsiinl 
atuarion when icsovsi soldicre carrying out tluec 
weeks of duty litwc to protect- Tnmi the PsUcstinhuK 
marijuana plants grown by Thais,” (hx? ofliccr was 
ijuoied as saying. ”Ifs na really our job. There's a red 
line wlach should not he ciossecL Even coromunders 
kniaw of the marijuana crops,” he said A military 
-spokesman said tire army was not .m-an: oT such crops 
in the Gush Kadf Moc oi' settlemeias near the Egypt ian 
border. 



Israeli official grilled over $10 million fraud 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Tlic head of llw IsrjL'li lax ser- 
vice is being questioned wer ullegaiioiis lie coniiived 
in fiscal fraud vvurih 510 million, police said Friday. 
Donm Levy, accused of undervaluing tlv ;is.sci.s of a 
U.S. real esiaie company, allowing it to benclli from 
huge lax breaks, was questioned by police for 10 
iioiirs Thursday ;ind warned his te.slihiony may he 
used ag:tins( liim. Tlic company, llK* Holyiand, which 
iHiilds in Jerusalem, had its properly esiimaied at one 
fifth of its real value of :inmnd StW million wlien it 
become an Israeli company, the Israeli daily H;Lin:i/. 
reponed. Police stiy Mr. Levy turned a blind eye lo 
three Ollier frauduleni inuisaciions in which tlic fatfier 
of his deputy was involved. 
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Netanyahu promises more 
power to settlers in Golan 

World will forget U.N. resolution in 


5-10 years — Israeli prime minister 


CwaUaed agency 
disptfehes 

fSRAHi PRIME Minister 
Bcnyamin Netanyahu said 
Thursday he believed that in 
five years the world would 
forget the U.N. resolution 
condemning his settlement 
policies in the F^estinian 
territories. 

**7n five to 10 years the 
whole world will have for- 
gonen the U.N. resolution,*' 
calling for an end to Israeli 
settlement building in the 
occupied territories. Me. 
Netanyahu told Jewish set- 
tlers in the Golan Heights. 

He promised those settlers 
living on the Golan Heights, 
numbering some 16,000. 
that he would strengthen 
their presence on tte 
plateau seized from Syria 
30 years aga 
Ml Netanyahu said “the 
fiiujie of the Golan is linked 
to the futuie of the country 
and we piefer generally io 
speak less and do more.” 
“We are renovating the 
Ariq Bridge so it wdl be 
^easier CO travel. Tliac tqo we 
decided today and among 
other thi^ we approved 
the estaUishmert of a hael 
in Hananat Gader.” he said, 
leferring to a holiday spot 
ontheGolaa 
*The Golan is beii^ 
developed non-stop and it is 
our intention to coiainue on 
dial path.” Ml I^tanyahu 
said. 

The UJ^. General Assem- 
bly IXiesday passed a reso- 
lution lecommendir^ that 
member ^es ”actively dis- 
courage activities which 
directly contribute” to the 
building of Jewish settle- 
ments in occuixed territo- 
ries, irxrluding Arab east 
Jen^em. 

The vote was earned by 
131 votes to three, with 14 
^stentions. 

Mr. Neeai^ahu's defence 
minisffir, Yitzhak Mord- 
echai, appealed to Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
to resume peace talks sev- 
ered 17 months ago. Dam- 
ascus demands the return of 
the heigies but Mr. 
Netai^ahu wants to keep 
them. 

”I appeal again to Assad 
to renew the negotiations, 
we must look each other in 
the eye, put the main sub- 
jects on the table and dis- 
cuss them seriously,” Mr. 
Mordechai told reporters in 
remarks broadcast cm Israel 
Radio on Friday. 

Settlers at the Golan rally 
jeered Labour opposition 
leader Eliud Barak when he 
embraced the land-for- 
peace offer made to Arabs 
by munlered Labour Prune 


; M 

: Servi^ ’ 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — KricI*S opposition 

Metetz Pany said Friday it has considered bit( rejected a 
propo^ to dhrkicJenisakfm .imo a Palestinian capital in 
the eadaod an Israeli capital in the west, h is the first time 
a 23orHSt priliticjd par^ has even conridcred making such 
aptanpanoTltk votesto 13 \riihtwo<d^tisratoiis. Puiy 
leader u^'MPYossi Sand juttd facTeared ii would alidiate 
pttbtic opiaori.-Mcretz, which has nine depotics in the 
120-seat parit»neiK,- has criticised. Prime .Minisrer 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s deci.slnn to build a new Ji^vish set* 
Uentent In Aiabreast Jenisalem bur lias janained vague 
ovi^ the futtire s^us of the .cUy.^ 

Meaowl^, Istt^i tnti^ligeiiee dalincd h has ctdlecied 
evktoice proving aseuior Palesritupn lidice commander 
ordeieda sqM-underhis comri^ toanihu^hraeti cars 
rb tia^ Wleft Etotk, a goyeriiineta 
.The o(iraa{; speakiog on cundMm oT ao6nyii%^ said 

ilKia Paifis^^ chh^^Bri& .Gen; 
isM to pdl^ ofTici^' Goldibad Masasfi-^ 
three fsSddhnan pqiureo)^ 

Utd. sobmaebinp guns and In jsosseriuon 
and)B^<lsc^:e^ setUemeflt5:hf& 

Satat aim^d 1^ I$ra^ tbe.c^ 

Oeh. Masami denied the policemen were on thehr to 

attack Israels ar^'ssdd fscacl was merely t^ii^ to stop tihe 
P^esdaari-.p6rice'^^ ptHsuu^-P^e^m^ had 

Minister Yiuhak Rabin.- ”I 


haven't come to instil delu- 
sions of a peace without a 
price, a deluxe peace with- 
out concessions or eonipro- 
rnises and tough dilemmas. 
To my regret there is no 
such thinglis that and who- 
ever will tell you otherwise 
is dealing in slogans and 
delusion,” Mr. Barak said. 

”The depth of the with- 
drawal is as the depth of 
peace and, 1 would add, 
espedaily the security 


arrangenrents and early 
wanting system. It's not a 
simple fonnula and it won't 
be ea.sy to reach peace on 
the basis of it but it’s the 
only chance.” 

Avi Ziia, chairman of the 
Golan Communities Coun- 
cil, assailed Mr. Barak's 
reniarkif, telling anny radio; 
”lt was huizpa [nerve] of 
the highest level, a lack of 
taste and I imagine the 
Labour Party will go on 
paying the price for this.” 


Police detain 
settlers, 
Palestinians 
in Hebron 

HEBRON (AFP) — Israeli 
police said Friday they liad 
detained nine Jewish .sei- 
ilcrsand 1 1 Pale^inians for 
throwing stones at each 
other in Hebron in an oper- 
ation to restore calm to tin: 
flashpoint West Bank town. 

Meanwhile, the army 
detained around 20 Paies- 
liniaiis on Friday after a 
home-matte bcunb was 
thrown at a settlers’ build- 
ing. The bomb did not 
explode and there were no 
casualties, witnesses said. 

Police Stained the .set- 
tlers, at least rix of whtMu 
are minors, in the past four 
days for allegedly throwing 
stone-s at cars driven Iw 
PalcsUiiiaiis iictu- Jewish 
enclaves in the centre of 
Hehron. 

They arc to ask for 
charges to be brouglu. 
spokeswoman Linda 
Menultin said. 

Seven FalesUnians have 
also been arrested for 
tlvowing stones at Israeli 
soliifieis and they will be 
prosecuted sooa Ms. 
Menuliin said. 

She said the Israeli police 
operations were ”airned at 
restoring calm in HebcoTL 



Israeli soldtiers detain a Palestinian man in Hebron Piiday. TsraeE poEce Friday 
said Aey had detained 9 Jewish settlera and 11 Palestinians for throwing stones 
at each other in Hebron in an operation to restore calm to tire flashpoint West 
Bank town. Meanwhile, tiie anny detained around 20 Palestinians after a home- 
made bomb was thrown at a settlers' buildup The bomb did itot explode and 
there were no casualties^ witnesses said (AFP photo) 


Chirac promises French initiative at 
EU on Middle East peace process 


BEIRUT (AFP) — France 
will present an initiative 
aimed at tseakiiig the four- 
monili deadlock in the 
Arab-Isracli peace process 
at a European Union (EU) 
meeting next week. Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac said in 
an interview published Fri- 
day. 

Mr. Chirac told ihc Saudi 
daily Ashajcq A1 Awsat that 
France ”is pushing with ail 
its strength to unblock the 
peacc-proccss," frozen 
since Israel began work on 
a new settlement in Arab 
east Jeni.sa1cm in mid- 


March. 

“Wc are going to present 
the broad lines of iliis ini- 
tiative,” Mr. Chirac told the 
London-based newspaper 
during a visit to Brussels 
Thur^ay. He said the 
French proposal had Euro- 
pean suppoil. 

EU foreign ministers arc 
to meet in Brussels Tues- 
day and Wednesday. I.sraeli 
Foreign Mini.ttcr David 
Levy and Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat will he 
in the French capital to 
meet the ministers. 

Members of Mr, Chirac's 


delegation told Asliarq A1 
Awsat that the EU was cry- 
ing to organise a direct 
meeting between Mr. Levy 
and Mr. Arafat. 

The Palestinian dclegaie 
to Belgium, Shawki 
Amiaii, said Thursday iiiut 
the meeting — wliich 
would be the first between 
Mr. Levy and Mr. Aralai 
since a Euro-Mcdiicr- 
ranean itniference in Malta 
in April — was very likely. 

Mr. Arafat's Palestinian 
National Authority walked 
out of peace talks with 
Israel in protest at ilie 


groundbreaking March 18 
of a new settlement in Arab 
cost Jerusalem, wiiicti the 
Palestinians want ns a 
future capital. 

Tlic resulting stalemate 
triggered vioiem protests 
in the West Bank, wiicre 
300 people have been 
injured in Uic town of 
Hebron alone. 

The Paiesiiniuns arc 
demtuiding a italt to sciilo- 
meni building heforc they 
will return to tlic negotiat- 
ing table, a condition 
which Israel rejects. 


Sanctions Committee hopes for 


Iraq distribution nod next week 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The U.N. Sanctions 
Commiuee is confident that 
a new plan for humanitarian 
supplies 10 be distributed in 
Iraq can be approved next 
week. 

Portuguese diplomat Ana 
Marlins Gomes, briefing 
Joumaiisis after a Sanctions 
(Tomminee meeting, noted 
liiat U.N. chief Kofi Aiuian 
would agree lo ilie new six- 
month plan ai'ier consulting 
the Ir^i ofiiduls. 

“This is a matter lo be 
dealt with by ilie Iraqis and 


the secretary general, but 
we are certainly confident 
and hupeful lliui it will be 
solved next week.” slie said. 
Portugal cliaiis the 15- 
memt^r coniniiiice. 

Iraq announced in June 
liiat it would suspend 
implemeiitation of tlK* oil- 
for-food deal — a tempo- 
rary exemption to U.N. 
sanciioas imposed on Iraq 
alter its 19^ invasion of 
Kuwait — iiniil a new dis- 
tribution plan was done. 

But Ms. Martins Gomes 
srressed that for ilie 15- 


mcnihcr committee, “there 
is no link between liic 
resumption of the oil 
expons and ilie distribution 
plan.“ 

Irjki letter to 

ilK* Security Council 
WeJiv.sday to accuse the 
conuninee's U.S. represen- 
tative of deliberately liold- 
ing up tlic approval oi' con- 
iraclK for food and medi- 
cine. 

Tile oil-for-food deal 
allows Irtiq to export $2 bil- 
lion worth of oil every six 
months in return for much- 


needed food and medicine. 

TIv first .six moiahs 
expired in June, and adjust- 
meni.s were worked out in u 
new distribution plan which 
has still to he approved. 

Beeausc of liie delays, 
Iraqi authorities aimounced 
ihui they would be reducing 
r.uiotu; in July for basic 
food items such as rice. 
According to ilie U.N., 
850.000 tonnes of good.s 
Iiave been delivered to Iraq 
simv M:ircli under the 
humaniturian de:ti. 


TYirkey’s Ciller loses another 
aide amidst charges of spying 


Lebanon 
says money 
barred 
Iraqis from 
Arab games 

BEIRUT (R) — Prcsidcni 
Elias Hrawi said Thursday 
Lebanon hud cniciul eco- 
Donic lies with Kuwait and 
other Gulf Arab stales in 
mind when ii burred Iraqi 
aihteies from tlie Pan-Arab 
Games in Beirut. 

Al a meeting with 
Lebanese ediiois. he said 
these ties were mote impor- 
tani than any expons to Iraq 
xltieved as a result of good 
iriarionswiih Baghdad. 

“The Arab League invited 
Iraq to the games. There was 
no Lebanese invitation,” he 
said. 

“Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
took gm in building the 
spons dty [for the games]. 
There arc thousands of 
Lebunese working in the 
Gulf who repatriate funds to 
Lebanoa I cannot upset 
them [Gulf Arab suuesj in 
order to export some prod- 
ucts to Iraq,” he added. 

Ninety-seven Iraqi aihleres 
who were denied visas 
retumed bock home Monday 
after being stranded for two 
days at the Ldwiese-Syrian 
bordec 

The row over the games 
which opened in Bdrui Sat- 
urday appears to Iiave 
derailed efibns by the two 
couraries to resume diplo- 
matic ties wliich were cut in 
1994 afier tiie murder of an 
Iraqi (fisrideit in Beirut 
G^cr die last dvee moiths 
both countries have been 
exchanging trade tearns and 
their officials have Niited 
t/iey were wilting to resume 
political and economic ties 
winch once gave Leboix^se 
exports a lucrative outlet in 
the Iraqi market. 

Angered by Lebanese 
moves ai the games. Iraq 
Monday said it has post- 
poned a visit by a business 
delepiion to Lebanon. 

Iraqi media has been harsh- 
ly attacking Lebanon for not 
granting visas for the Iraqi 
athletes and succumbing to 
Saudi and Kuwaiti pressures. 

In Beini, Lebanon’s stand 
has angered businessmen 
seeking oppoituniUes in Iraq. 

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, 
wliosc vast oil wealth ^vc 
them wide intluence in the 
region, have maintained a 
hiwid.'sh .stand on Iraq fol- 
lowing its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait wliile other Gulf 
Arab sttttcs ifiive sollcned 
their positioa 
Boih couniiies liavc cnii- 
tiihuicd substaniialiy to tlic 
$50 million cost cf rebuild- 
ing die Bcinil stadium Ikhls- 
ing maiiy of tiic games’ 
events. 

'nicy Iiave tilso poured mil- 
lions of dntlun; into 
Lcbantxi's liugc lecon.'inK.*- 
lUm drive follnwii^ the 
1975-yi) Livil war. 


ANKARA (AFP) — - Con- 
servative fomier Prime 
Minister Tarexu Ciller lost 
another top advisor Friday, 
adding to her woes us she 
fights claims of spying for 
the U.S. 

Ufuk Soylemez said he 
liad resigned from Ms. 
Ciller's True Path pony fol- 
lowing disputes with tlie 
party leadersliip. the 20ih to 
do so sitK'C tier conservai i ve 
areli-rival Mesui Yllmaz 
was appointed prime minis- 
ter a month ago. 

He ivas economics minis- 
ter in Islamist former Pre- 
mier Necmeitin Erbakan's 
coalition government, in 
which True Path was the 
junior party. 

Mr. Soyiemez's resigna- 
tion came two days ^ler 
military prosecutors 
launch^ an investigaiion 


HEMDAT, Bank 

(AFP) — The Israel array 
has turned an outpost in the 
northern West Bank over to 
civilians and allcwed ilrm 
to create a new Jewish setile- 
meni. sealers and soldiers 
here said Riday. 

Four settlers guarded by 
four soldiers now live in 
Hemdat, a small compound 
overlooking the Jordan Val- 
ley some 50 kilometres nonh 
of JericlK), one of .scidcrs. 
Oien Anut, told Agence 
France Press (AFPX Ifemdai 
had been an outpost for 
Nahal, the army's “pioneer 
corps.” which establishes 
and runs sealemenls in liie 
occupied Rilesiinian teiriio- 
ries. 


into allegations nude by a 
leftist politician tliat Ms. 
Ciller spied for the Central 
Intelligence A^ncy (CIA). 

Tlic" U.S. Tliursday 
denied the claim. A spokes- 
woman at the U.S. Informa- 
tion Service said, “any sug- 
gestion of a clandestine 
relation between the U.S. 
government and Mrs. Ciller 
Is completely false.” 

If the prosecutors find 
convincing evideiwe, steps 
will be token to try Ms. 
Ciller, wIk) was Mr. 

Erhakan'.s deputy premier 
and foreign minister. 

Last month. Labour Pany 
leader Dogu Perincek 
claimed that "he had docu- 

mems proving diat Ms. 

Ciller had worked for the 
CLA at different times. 

Ms. Ciller and Mr. 

Eitukan hai'e both accused 


Tie settler oiganisation 
Amana asked the army to 
turn the site, whicii Nahal 
had all tui abandoned, over 
to civilians. The first settlers, 
a married couple, moved into 
HcnKloi a month Mr. 
Amil said. 

Over a dozen caravans 
have also been put on the site 
m expectation of founding a 
Yc^va Jewish religious 
school Here. “We hope to 
bring in more people in the 
future,” Mr. Ainit. 21, told 
AJ7. Hemdat was founded 
as an agricultural kibbutz in 
tlie 1 980s. But when it failed 
economically the civilians 
left and ir was taken over by 
Nahal. 

But Naliol abandoned die 


Mr. Yilma/. and lire army of 
transferring deputies from 
llieir ponies to tlic new gov- 
ernment bloc tluough unde- 
mocratic and immoral 
ways. 

Ms. Ciller is widely dis- 
liked within the military — 
which regards itself as the 
guardian of Turkey’s secu- 
lar state — for joining 
forces ill parliament with 
Mr. Erbakan's Welfare 
Pany last year, thus making 
him die republic's firsi 
Islamist prihie minister, 
analysis said. 

The powerful generals 
and Mr. Erbakan's cabinet 
liad been at odds over 
creeping Isiamisaiion in 
T\ukey. The escalating icn- 
sioas prompted fears of a 
military coup before liv 
former premier's resigna- 
tion on Jurre 1 8. 


site three years aga leaving 
only a minimal rotating 
guard eight soldiers, one 
of the four Nahal soldiers at 
Hemdat told AFP. ; 

Israel's riglii-wing Prime 
Minisier Benyamin 

Netanyaliu lias itiwcd to 
foigc ahead with tlie expan- 
sion of Jewish scttlcnvius in 
the West Biuik and Ga/;i 
Strip in defiance of 
iniernoiiona] critici.vrm ol' 
the policy. 

Uridcr pressure from the 
U.S., lie lias implied ilioi tus 
gewemmern will not allow 
new sciiiemenis lo tv built in 
the West Bonk allliough Ik* 
lias never niled ilicm out. 



ROYAL WEDDING: Itieir Royal Hi^nesses Crown Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvath stand with the newly-wed couple for a commemorative 
photo, Thursday, after the wedding ceremony of their daughter. Princess 
Rahma, to Ml AJaa' Bataineh (See story on page 3) (Photo by Boghos) 


Israeli army outpost turned 
into new Jewish settlement 
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THE PICTURE AND THE PERSONALITY: Palestinian President Yasser Arafat sits next to a poster of himself as he 
attends the Palestinian Police Day parade in Gaza City Thnrsday (AFP photo) 


Rabin’s 

security 

chief 

sells 

pizzas 

for a 

living 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
man char^ged wiUi protect- 
ing Israel's assassinated 
Prime Minister Vitzhak 
Rabin is now seliing pizzas 
after being forced to leave 
his job in disgrace, a news- 
paper reported Friday. 

The former senior officer 
in the Shin Bet internal 
security agency was forced 
to resign after a commis- 
sion of inquiry into Rabin's 
murder in November 1995 
found serious security laps- 
es. 

The 43-year-old man 
"B." whose identity is pro- 
tected by Israel's military 
censors, is now helping his 
wife to run a pizzeria, said 
the Yeru Shalayim weekly. 

The paper said "B” is 
also writing a book to give 
his side of the Rabin story, 
which security sources told 
the paper could provoke a 
new scandal in Shin Bet's 
ranks. 

Rabin was gunned down 
at a peace rally in Tel .Aviv 
by a Jewish extremist 
opposed to the peace 
process with the Palestini- 
an.s. 

Shin Bet answers direct- 
ly to the prime minister and 
is charged with counter- 
espionage. the internal 
fighi against terrorism and 
the proleciion of VIPs. 


Palestinians to reevaluate 
Russian church handover 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
lAP) — The Palestmian 
Authority agreed Thursday 
to reconsider its decision to 
transfer a Hebron monastery 
to the Moscow-based Russ- 
ian Orthodox Church. 

The prumrse was made 
after Palestinian officials 
met with officials of rival 
'\vhite" Russian Orthodox 
Church leaders, including 
Archbishop Mark of Ger- 
many. 

“Tliey came .. asking that 
the status quo in the Hebron 
monastep' be returned as it 
was," said Issam Shawa, an 
aide to Planning Minister 
Nabil Shaath who received 
the delegation. 

Mr. Shawa said the deci- 
sion from two weeks ago 
will be “restudied" and "we 
will have to bring up our 
conclusions with fYasserj 
Arafat and he will decide." 

After the Russian revolu- 
tion. the Communist regime 
seized control of the Russ- 
ian Orthodox Church, and 
devout Russians and clerics 


in exile set up so-called 
“white” churches. They 
called the Moscow-based 
church the “red" church, 
accusing it of collaborating 
with the Communist regime. 

Both claimed ownership 
of church properties outside 
Russia, for example in the 
holy land, where tiiere were 
numerous Russian Ortho- 
dox Churches and monas- 
teries. 

*nie Palestinians became 
embroiled in the bitter dis- 
pute last month, when Russ- 
ian Orthodox Patriarch 
AJexy U visited the holy 
land and asked Mr. Arafat 
for help recovering church 
properties here. Among 
them was a monastery 
called the “Russian com- 
pound" in Palestinian-con- 
trolled territory in the West 
Bank city of Hebron. 

On July 5. Palestinian offi- 
cers forcibly evicted clergy 
loyal to the “white" church 
from the site, and they were 
replaced with staff loyal to 
Patriaich Alexy. 


New York-based Russian 
Orthodox Archbishop Lau- 
ras. who opposes Alexy. 
condemned the action in a 
statement as “a flagrant vio- 
lation of international law." 

Israel denounced the raid 
and assured “white" repre- 
sentatives that there would 
be no changes in any areas 
controlled by Israel, .such os 
Arab east Jerusalem. 

During the 1950s. when 
Jordan controlled Arab east 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank. Russian orthodox 
properties there came under 
“white" control. Those 
properties include churches 
in Jerusalem. Hebron, and 
Shepherds' Field outside 
Bethlehem.,as well os small- 
er chapels and monasteries 
in other parts of the West 
Bank. 

Pussinn .Orthodox proper- 
ti^ in .west Jerusalem and . 
inside Israel are controlled 
by the Moscow-based 
church. 


Pro-government militia claims 
retake of town in south Sudan 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A 
pro-government militia has 
recaptured a southern 
Sudanese town after three 
days of fierce fighting with 
the rebel Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA). 
reports said here Friday. 

The pro-government 
South Sudan Defence Force 
«SSDF) of Riak Machar 
retook the town of .Ayod. 
Mr. Machar told Friday’s 
.Akhbar Al Youm daily. 

The SSDF “resolved the 
buttle and took back Ayod 
town from troops of the 
rebel iSPLA leader John) 
Garang after inflicting on 
them heavy losses in lives 
and materiel." 


Mr. Machar said the 
SPLA had launched "a 
fierce assault on die area 
during the last three days." 

But he asserted that “the 
SSDF managed to resolve 
the battle and pursued 
Garang forces to the south 
towards Kongor town." 

TTie SPLA has been fight- 
ing Khartoum since 19S3 in 
a bid to break the domina- 
tion of Sudan's Chri.stian 
and animisi south by the 
.Arabi.sed. Muslim north. 
More than one million peo- 
ple are believed to have 
died in the fighting. 

Mr. Machar earlier this 
year .signed a pence deal 
with Khartoum. 


Ayod and Kongor are 
both in Sudan'.s Jongolei 
state. 

Officials here announced 
recently that government 
forces and the SSDF had 
recaptured a number of 
towns from the SPLA. 
However, the SPLA is still 
holding some major towns, 
including Runibek and 
Shambi in neighbouring Al 
Buhayrat state, and other 
towns in the Bohrel Ghazal 
region, which it captured in 
an offensive in April. 

Mo.st of the West Equato- 
ria region, including its 
major towns of Yambio and 
Maridi. have long been 
under SPLA control. 


Everyone involved in building 
bridge bungled job — press 



TELAVIV (AP) — The 
engineer, the builders and the 
oiganisers of the Maccabiah 
games are all to blame in the 
collapse of the ^dge that 
killed two people at the “Jew- 
ish Olympics” opeoii^ cere- 
mony. reports said Fri&y. 

A government investiga- 
tion into Monday's collapse 
that killed two members of 
Australian team and injured 
64 found that the bridge was 
never tested by oiganisas to 
see if it met the needs stipu- 
lated by the oi^ganisers, the 
daily Yediot Ahronot said. 

CYintractors have said they 
were told to build a bridge 
(hat would hold half the 


weight of the laaeli standard 
for pedestrian bridges. 

Investigators said that the 
bridge would not even have 
withstood that much weight 
Yediot Ahronot said 

The engineer who 
approved the bridge, Micha 
Bar-Dlan, has said the bridge 
was built to hold no more 
rhan 100 people and an usher 
was to have been posted at 
die foot of the bridge. 

Engineers &om the Tecb- 
nioQ, Israel's institute of tech- 
nology, said after inspecting 
the ruined construction 
Thursday drat some of the 
building materials appeared 
old Yediot Ahronot said 


The secretary of the coio- 
missitxi, Noah Rabinowitz, 
refused to comment on die 
repoiL 

Yoram Ayal, on oigaoiserof 
the Maccabiah games, denied 
any wrongdoing. 

'*We took all the necessacy 
steps to insure that the event 
would go well, including the 
bridge.” Mr. Ayal said on 
army radio before being 
questioned by police in the 

affair, 

Two connactets and die 
engineer of the bridge have 
already been questioned ai^ 
are under house aoest, media 
rqxjits said 

The contractors who built 




the bridge have 
police of weaka^j^ 

^ctirclv driving across it 

but police have said DO vehL 

badge Mond^. 


team. Tom Gold 
Mini^ ^ 


Netanyahu Thuraday to doa! 

he could to find those lespon! 

sible for die bridge’s coU^ 
‘Tirst tbe tragedy cane' 
dien shock, then came grief 
and sonow, then ^ 
Nfinister, anger starts to see) 
throu^ — die anger, Mr 
Prime hCnister, * 
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should not have teDDened'* 
Mr.GoWsaid 


Egypt to 
export 
50,000 
tonnes of 
sugar to Iraq 

CAIRO (.AFP) — Egypt said 
Friday it is to export ^,000 
tonnes of sugar to Iraq in a 
Si 8.5-million deal under the 
U.N. "oiJ-for-food" accord 

The head of the state- 
owned Egyptian food prod- 
ucts company, Adel Sha- 
hawi, said the shipment 
would be sent in the next 
four weeks. 

Mr. Shahawi, quoted by 
the official press agency 
MENA, said Egypt would 
also send 5.000 tonnes of 
soap and 5.200 tonnes of 
deter;^nt to Iraq. 

'The total amount of 
Egyptian food products to 
Iraq stands at around $50 
million so far.” he added 

The U.N. oil-for-ibod deal, 
which came into force in 
December, allows Iraq to 
export $2 billion of oil every 
six months to raise money to 
buy humanitarian supplies. 

It represents the -first easing 
of oil sanctions imposed on 
Iraq alter its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait 


3 Indians 
executed in 
Dubai for 
gang-style 
murder 


DUBAI (AFP> — Three 
Indians convicted of a dou- 
ble gangland murder were 
killed by firing squad in 
Dubai on Friday in a rare 
e.xecution in the Gulf emi- 
rate, prison officials said. 

Dhonanjaya Rajanna 
Anchan. 25, Mulirm Kan- 
nunial Devanandan, 35, 
and Shyam Sundar Sulesha 
Ayamen. 32, were found 
guilty of premeditated 
murder for the slaying of 
two members of a rival 
gang, an Indian and a 
Nepalese, in 1995. 


Euro-MPs demand ban on 
female genital mutilation 


STRASBOURG (.R) — 
The European Parliament 
Thursday demanded an 
international ban on 
female genital mutilation, 
after an Egyptian court last 
month ruled tbe Cairo gov- 
ernment could not outlaw 
the practice in public hos- 
pitals. 

The European Union 
(EU) Assembly con- 
demned the ancient prac- 
tice. widespread in i^rica 
and parts of the Middle 
East, as "torture” and 
slammed the court in Cairo 
for championing the 
Islamist cause against the 
government ban. 

Euro-deputies urged the 
EU bloc to throw its 
weight behind a renewed 
U.N. campaign to elimi- 


nate female circumcision, 
which subjects some 130 
million girls and women a 
year to usually very 
painful partial or total 
removal of external genital 
organs, or their mutilation. 

It is carried out, sociolo- 
gists say. largely to encour- 
age the woman — whose 
enjoyment of sexual rela- 
tions is seriously impaired 
— to remain a virgin until 
marriage and so be more 
attractive to a potential 
husband. 

Medical experts say it 
very often le^ to death 
through infection, or at 
least life-long health prob- 
lems, as well as infertility 
and complications in giv- 
ing birth. 

In cultures where it is the 


accepted nonn, mutiluioa 
is normally p»fonned bv 
traditional practitiooen 
with crude instnunents like 
km'ves, razors or broken 
glass, usually vtitbou 
anaesthetics, according to 
the World Health Oigani. 
sation. 

In more affluent groaps, 
it may be performed io 
health clinics by qualified 
medical staff. 

Reacting to concern in 
several EU countries — 
, especially France — over 
tbe spread of female cir- 
cumcision in immigrani 
communities, Euro-MPs 
said in a resolution that Ell 
governments must $ever^ 
ly prosecute anyone carry- 
ing out tbe practice. 


llirkey sends warships to northern 
Cyprus on anniversary of occupation 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Tbrkey Friday sent six war 
ships to noithem Cyprus for 
a visit of solidarity with the 
Turkish Cypriots, days 

before the anniversary of 
Ankara's occupation of the 
northern thira of the 
Meditenanean island, the 
Anatolian news agency said. 

Hie two frigates, two sub- 
marines and two gunboats 
anchored off the port of 
Kyrenja and were wel- 
comed by Tuildsh Cypriot 
“Foreign and Defence Min- 
ister" Toner Etkin. Anatolian 
said. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Bulent Ecevit and seven 
other Turkish cabinet minis- 
ters are also due to visit the 
breakaway Turkish Repub- 
lic of Northern Cyprus 
(TRNQ Sunday, the 23rd 
anniversary of Ankara's 
invasion, officials said here. 

Cyprus has been divided 
.since 1974 when Turkish 
mainland troops occupied 
the northern third in 
response to a Greek Cypriot 
coup in Nicosia aim^ at 
annexing the island witii 
Greece. 

The Turkish Cypriots 


declared the breakaway 
TRNC in 1 983. but the enti- 
ty is recognised only by 
Ankara which maimains 
' 35,000 troops there. 

Two Greek Cypriots were 
killed by Turkish Cypriots 
during last year's anniver- 
sary demonstrations, one in 
clashes in tbe UiJ.-patFOlled 
buffer zone and another who 
was shot while he was 
climbing a flagpole io die 
Turkish-occupied north. 

The potential for trouble 
during this year's anniver- 
sary dates of July 20 and 
August 15 — marking the 
two waves of die Turkish 
troop arrivals — is height- 
ened by the anniversaries of 
the Greek Cypriot deaths on 
August 1 1 14. 

Turkish Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash Wednesday 
called for the creation of a 
bicommunal police force to 
prevent clashes during the 
anniversary. 

“We should urgently di.s- 
cuss with [C>^rus President 
Glafcosl Clerides measures 
for the coming weeks," Mr. 
Denktash told reporters. 

Cyprus Foreign Minister 
Yiannakis Cassoulides, a 
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Greek Cypriot, refused ro 
comment on Mr. Denkiad)'s 
proposal, saying it had ax 
been put tp die govemmeoL 

A similar proposal in 19S4 
was rejected by the (jtrek 
Cypriots who do not recog- 
nise tbe au±ority of die 
Turidsh Cyjniot police 
force. 

Mr. Ecevit who was 
prime minister at tbe tune of 
the occupation, warned 
Tuesday that Ankara woold 
start a process of “integra- [irA;!; r 
tion" with the TRNC if da 
European Union (EU) 
launched membership talks 
with tbe MedhenaneaD 
island before a solutioa to 
the dispute. 

The European Commis- 
sion formally recommended 
Wednesday that the 
open negotiations with m 
countries wishing to join its 
existing 15 members aitiic 
begiiming of 1998. includ- . •■ii iihi.' 
ing the Republic of Cyprus, • 

The EU move foUowed Pop-. 

the first round of direct talks ^ 

between Mr. Clerides and • 

Mr. Denktash near Ne« 

York City last week. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 7731H-19 
PROGR.AMME TWO 

15:35 French Programmes 

16:00 Neighbours 

16:30 Doc. — in the World 

17:30 Blue Heelers 

18:10 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 ..Hangin \Mth Mr. Cooper 

20:00 .Magazine Zero One 

20:30 Prism 

21:10 Time Tins 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 -.MacGyver 

23:15 Rraiure Film 


PRAYXR TIMES 



' 04:06 

j nS:.t7 

_...Fajr 

1 12:42 


16:22 


19:46 


2I:1S 



CHURCHES 

Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh,Tel.8107.tO 
•Assemblies of God Church Tei. 
6.i;785. 

SL Joseph Giurdi Tel. 624590 
Church of tbe .Aimunication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 6616.56. 
Terra Sancta Churdi Tel. 
622366 


Churdi of the .Annunciation 
Tcl. 623541 

AngUcan Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

.Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Luthmm Church 
Tel. 324328. 

German-speaking EvangcUcal 
Coi^regation Tel. 345457 
Tbe Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
6^931 

Churdi of Nazarene Tei 
675691. 

The EvangeDcal Local Church 
in Amman Tei. 811295 

Ei^lidi-spealdng 

Latin Catholics Parish Tei. 
6I4I90. 

WTEATHER 

Buik'iin supplied h\ ihe Depart, 
ment oj Meteorology 
Normal summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail with tem- 
peratures rising slightly but 
remaining around average, and 
winds nonhwesterJy moderate 
10 active. In Aqaba, it will be 
hot. winds northerly moderate. 


and seas ’calm. 

MinJMa.x. temp., 

Amman 19/33 

Aqaba 27/39 

Deserts 18/36 

Jordan Valley „ 2 VW 

YcsienJay's high lemperaiures: 
Amman 31 .Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 33 per cent 
Aqaba 35 percent. 

USEFUL 

'reUEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr, AbbasAi Hakim 8S5446 

Dr. AraiatAl.Ashhab 602507 

Dr. Ayinan.AlMiihtasvb 875748 

Dr. Jamal Jbandi 847351 

Flras pharmacy 66]9]2 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pliannacy 637055 

Nahoukh pharmacy 623672 

.Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 

Najib phannaev 847632 

IRBID: 

Dc Ghazi Ta'amneh ... J50080 

Al Quds pharmao- (— j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Va'conbAlKhatib 991772 


Khalifch pharmacy' 9854 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Contra) Centre .....6.371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 

- 66(111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 


8I56I5 Zarqa GovL Hoqtital 09:45 J4ew' Delhi (RJ) 

Electric Power Company ......(091983323 


- 636381 

Information 08- 


Zarqa National Hoqntal 


Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 

637777 

hi7ini 


775121 

Highway Poh'ce .. 

84.3402 

X<¥i3Qn 

Public Security 

Department 

630321 


Hotd Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

.Amman Munidpahty Com- 

ptaints .’...787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory a«islance> 121 

Chvrscas Cans 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

.Ahdali Telephone Repairs 

.......661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 i 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electridty Authority 


RJ Flight 
53200 

Queen Alia loti. <MrptHt 08- 
53200 

: HOSPITALS 

.AMMAN: 

Hnssein Medkal Centre 

- 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 

- .644281/6 

Akiieb Maternity, J. AnuL 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

- W2362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .....60707 1 

Shmdsani HosjMtal 669131 

University Roqtital 845845 

<\I-Muasher Huspital..667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AI-Ahli,Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mufa^reen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 

- - 7751)1/26 

Army, Marita 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hoqihal 602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre Ibr Heart and 

Spedal Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 


-......(09)900560 

Dm Sina Hoqutal ....t09)986732 
Al Hikam Modern Ho^tal 

.409)990090 

DRBD): 

Princess 

Basma Hosintal 

(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Ho^lal 

fbn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
- (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Baya Hospital 
- (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INIERNAHONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infomtation is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) inforTnadon 
depanment at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where ii should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flints 
08:05 -.Damascus (RT) 


10:25 

10-.30 

10:50 

U:00 

- Beiiui (RJ) 

Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 




15:55 

(RJ) 

17:15 

New York, Aiasrerdam 

17»45 

19:10 

02:30 

Dhohran (add) (RJ) 

London, Berlin (RJ) 

05:30 

Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

07:05 

13-fln 

.London. Damascus (BA) 

13:10 

If.’QS 

.Muscat Abu Dhabi (GF) 

16:30. 




18:25 


20:10.. 


21:10. 

22:15 

Pari.*t Damascus (AF) 


23M5 

01:15 

...Amsterdam (KL) 

03K)0. 

Rome (AZ) 


5 ,"! 

===== 

09.-40 -.JstanbuJtW;' 

11>45 J>hahran(«kn(RJ); . 

U:4S DbahrantoddlllVii hicr--’ ,- 

12:20 AmsimimCliica-| -.j 

go. Detriot (RJ) '■ n 

12ri0 Amsterdam, Nw York tRW'' 

•"Tlcni 



13:00 -...Geneva. Madrid (RJ» j 

13:10 _-Paris(R^, 

13:15 Brussels, Amsterdam (RJI I 

13-15 raii o (RiM 

14K)3 London (Rl'i 


... 


'"'t'and 
"ced lo 

21:10 RiyadKDhahrOTlRJIl. 

21-5 Jeddah 

21-.45 Doha, Bahrain (Rf» I 

21:50 Bombay (iy>! ^ 

22:00 .-.jMm Dhabi. Dubai iTtiJl • J'' rv,,.. , 


Other Flights 

04:00 

Mri)0 

06:50 

07:10 

07:55 
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i^oodon (GAI 
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DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flints 
(Krt45 Beirut tRTi 


08:10 .J3amascus. London (BA) 

14:00 Abu Kiabi, Bahrain (CP 

14 JO Riyadh (SV). 

15:50 ...VietBia(OS) 

17:45 Dubai (EK) 

17j5q _J){Jul(?^ 

19t25 - M..AntaUa(TX) i^rio IH 

21:10 Jakarta (CiA) 3,1 file her. 

23:15 Cairo (MS) ^ the d 

23:55 Damascus. Paris 

0(fc2S .-Beirut Amsieitiam (lat . ^ f- ^ 

04rt)0 
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HRH Princess Rahma 
Ai - Hasson and Alaa* 
Aref Beioiaeh were 
Thursday married dur- 
ing a ceremony held at 
the home of Their 
Royal ' Highnesses 
Crown Prince Hasson 
and Princess SarvetlL 
The wedding ceremo^ 
ny was attended by 
ThHr . Majesties iSr^ 
Hussein and Queen 
Noor, HRH Prince 
Mohammad Bin TaltU, 
the personal represent 
tative of His McjesH 
King Hussein^ odter 
members she Roytd 
Faauiy, and foreipi 
royalty tuid digmOtnes. 
The ceremony was abo 
attended by Prime 
MiniaerAmui Salam 
Megali, Royal Court 
Chief Awn Kha- 
sawneh, Alaa* 

Bataiaeh is the son of 
former Minister of 
ffea&h Dr. Aref 
BaSaineh and Haifa ; 
Bataineh. The King 
congratulated the new- ; 
lyweds and wished 
mem a happy and < 
prosperous Ufa (pkcto j 
by Boghos) i 



Jordan, Kuwait maintain contact 
on road to reconciliation 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali said contacts are continuing with Kuwait on 
restoring ties, which have been frozen since the 1990- 
1991 Gulf crisis, in an interview published Thursday. 

£)r. Majali told the Kuwaiti daily. Al Rai Al Amm, that 
“we hope our relations with Kuwait will return to nor- 
mal, and from our side we are completely open" to 
renewing frill ties. 

He spoke of “positive developments,’* including the 
restoration of air links between Amman and Kuwait city 
earlier in July by the national carriers and signs of 
Kuwaiti investment in Jordan. 

*^e mdications are good and contacts are continuing,** 
he said. ’ - 

Kuwait froze relations with Jordan, Sudan. Yemen and 
the Palestinian leadership after accusing them of siding 
with Iraq following its invasion of the emirate in August 
1990. 

The emirate has a charge d'affaires in the three Arab 
states, but their embassies here are closed. 

Kuwait's acting fYemier and Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah said in June that normalisa- 
tion with certain Arab countries "which adopted a pro- 
Iraqi stance will take place in the near friture.” 

Despite signs of improvement, officials have said the 
process of restoring frill relations is likely to be gradual. 


Ministry to create new 
licences committee 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministiy of Industry, Trade and 
Supply is to create a commitlee to oversee fu-ocedural 
process for new industrial project licences and prevent any 
delays penaining thereto, according to Minister of Indus- 
try. Trade and Supply Hani Mulki Friday. 

Addressing a meeting, attended by representatives of var- 
ious industrial sectors, held at Sahab Industrial city, the 
minister stated that the committee will also r^eive queries 
from investors as well as discuss any difficulties which 
may be facing tbeir various projects ti^ugh contacts with 
those authorities concerned. 

He said that the government is ready to help industrial 
Arms construct waste water treatment plants and provide 
them with technical expertise to ensure ^at local industries 
do not harm the enviroament. 

The government will prioritise iocaUy-manufacnuned 
products in its purchases for military and civil s^tce con- 
sumer coiporajtions, according to Dr. Mulki. 

No forei^ commodities will be bought for these corpo- 
rations if similar Jordanian products responding to Jordan- 
ian standards and specificaoons are av^able. be added. 

Presenting their requests and plaints to the minister, the 
industrialists requested that the govemment exempt input 
like spare parts mid other components from tax. reduce tar- 
iffs on electric power and water supplied to the factories, 
reconsider legislation pertaining to indu^, the raviion- 
ment. public health, sales tax and review regulations con- 
cerning exports and procedures for securing ^e U.N. Sanc- 
ticms Committee’s approval on exports to Iraq. 

The industrialists also asked the govemment m take mea- 
sures to remove barriers impeding Jordanian exports to the 
F^estinian self-rule areas, exempt local printing presses 
from sales tax and provide assistance and suppoit for pbar- 
maceutical and veterinary production. 


Islamists stage mass marriage 


AMMAN (AFP; — An 
Islamic w'elfare organisa- 
tion organised Jordan's 
biggest mass wedding on 
Ibursday and said the cost- 
cutting ceremony is becom- 
ing increasingly popular 
here. 

Seventeen couples got 
married in an Amman 
school in a ceremony where 
men and women were kept 
largely apart, organised ^ 
the Afaf organisation. 

Afaf organised the first 
collective wedding here in 
1995 with four couples and 
married off five couples in 
1996. 

“The experiment in mass 
weddings is beginning to 
come to fruition and people 
realise the need to avoid 
lavishing huge amounts of 
money on marriage cere- 
monies,’' the organisation's 
lea^r, Abdul Latif Arabiy- 
at, said. 

He told AFP that Afaf 
now plans to extend its 
activities across the whole 



Jordanian grooms and vefled brides st^e Che largest 
mass weddhig in which 34 couples tied ffie knot in an 
lalamu r atmosphere on July 17 in Amman. Hundreds 
of relatives and friends attended the open-air matriino- 
ny, orgamsed by an Islamic charitable soci^ to curb 
growing celibacy rates amongst Jwdaniaiis (AFP 
photo) 


of Jordan. 

Men and women baVe 
been marrying later and 
later in Jordan due to the 
high cost of airao^g a 
ceremony. 


A university study last 
year showed that M per 
cent of women aged 20-25 
and 40 per cent of men 
aged 25-30 were still sin- 
gle. 
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‘Government determined to 
ensure adherence to the law’ 


By Ghalia Alul 
and Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Tims Su^ Reporters 

AMMAN — Minister of Interior 
Nather Rashid Wednesday reiterated 
the government's determination to 
ensure adherence to the law, be it in 
regards to those political parties which 
are not complying with financial 
requirements, arms and drug smug- 
glers infiltrating border areas, or in 
preparatory measures for the upcom- 
ing general elections. 

Stressing the importance of activat- 
ing the 1^2 Political Parties Law ‘to 
prevent chaos," Mr. Rashid defended 
the govemment agaiitsl accusations 
of opposition parties which have 
object^ to ways in which the Min- 
istry of Interior is currently monitor- 
ing some parties’ financial resources 
and conducting inspections of their 
annual budgets. 

"We are enforcing the law, and. 
according to Article 1 9 of the Political 
Parties L^w, each party should submit 
its budget to the govemmeot during 
the first quarter of each year, and the 
minister has the right to examine the 
parties' budgets,*’ he said. 

Eleven (^position parties, grouped 
into the Higher Committee for Coor- 
dination among the Opposition Par- 
ties, strongly criticised die ministry's 
appointment of a private auditing firm 
to conduct inspections. 

“We believe that this is a job for 
govemment officials, or somebody 
with an official mandate, and not just 
anyone." Islamists and leftists said in 
their letter to Mr. Rashid a few weeks 
back. 

‘The government has appointed a 
neutral auditor, as is customary proce- 
dure." responded Mr. Rashid, speak- 
ing to journalists in an informal meet- 
ing in the Jordan Times and Al Ra‘i 
newspaper offices. 

In reply to a question as to whether 
a widesj|:^d impression that the gov- 
emment has be^n to crack down on 
political parties and professional asso- 


ciations" is justified. Mr. Rashid 
rejoined: “WTioever implemenLs the 
iaw does not crack down on anybody." 

He stressed that the government has 
not yet taken any action against polit- 
ical parties found in violation of the 
above mentioned article. 

particular political pony submit- 
ted its budget (wo months laic, but we 
did not take any measure." he said, 
adding that “one person opened a 
political party' in his own house and he 
does not even own a telephone." 

“We have only two or three strong 
parties in Jordan which are following 
the law and the consiicuiion." the min- 
ister stated, possibly referring to the 
National Constitutional Party (NCP) 
— including mainly business princi- 
pals and former ministers — and (he 
Islamic Action Front (lAFj, Jordan’s 
main opposition party. 

“We have not u^en any action 
against political parties violating the 
law, so for. but the time will come for 
us to publish the information we are 
gathering, and whe.n we do. the people 
are going to .see wonders," the minis- 
ter told journalists. 

Mr. Rashid also criticised profes- 
sional associations for “playing the 
role of political parties." 

“[There are no] professional associ- 
ations doing their job as labour 
unions, (while there are] some politi- 
cal parties not playing their political 
role.“ the minister said, averring, how- 
ev'er. “we respect political parties and 
do not plan any move against profes- 
sional associations." 

Commenting on both the Brother- 
hood’s recent decision to boycott this 
autumn’s elections and the current 
debate within other opposition groups 
as to whether to follow the Brother- 
hood's decision. Mr. Rashid reiterated 
that the elections for Jordan’s 13th 
Partiament will be held in their consti- 
tutional time, and that the exact date 
will be announced by His Majesty 
King Hussein in a Royal Decree, as 
stipulated by the Constitution. 

"The minority cannot impose its 


(will] on Ihe majority." he said. “We 
are ready for dialogue with any party', 
hut the Muslim Brotherhood's condi- 
tions are illogical." 

The Brotherhood's overall leader. 
Abdul Majeed Thneihau listed the 
one-person, one-vote .sy.stem intro- 
duce in 1 993 by a temporary Jaw, the 
1994 peace treaty with Israel and mid- 
May omendmenl.s to the Press and 
Publications Law. strongly crilictsed 
by intemutional press freedom groups, 
as the main reo.sons behind the deci- 
.sion to boycott this year's elections. 

Mr. Rashid dismissed the Brother- 
hood's call on the govemment to 
“freeze" all temporary laws until a 
new Parliament is elected o.s “contra- 
dictoiy." 

“They are contnidictins themselves: 
They say temporary laws are uncon- 
stitutional and then they want the gov- 
ernment to introduce new temporary 
laws to cancel [current] temporary' 
laws," he .said. 

"Dialogue is there, but Jet them ask 
for it." the minister commented 
regarding the pONsibility of a compro- 
mise between the government and 
opposition. 

Referring to clashes in late May 
between police and persons protesting 
against amendments to the Press and 
Publications Law. the minister 
described the protesters as “not have 
any'thing to do with journalism." 

Mr. Rashid emphasised the govem- 
mem's commitment to halt trafficking 
in illegal substances and arms, and 
affirmed “in the pa.st few months, 
more smugglers than ever have been 
caught" 

Due to its geographic location, the 
Kingdom has become “a corridor for 
smugglers reaching to the Gulf coun- 
tries." the minister explained. "We 
have doubled our efforts in fighting 
drug traffickers... and have [confiscat- 
ed] 1.3 million pills." 


Ministry announces 
greening project 


AMMAN (Pwra) — The Min- 
istry of Agnculture will this 
year embark oo a five-year pro- 
ject in order to ‘green' areas 
sunounding the ancient 
NabaUKan of F'ctra in 
southern Jordu, Minister of 
Agriculture Mijbem Khreisha 
Friday announced 

The project will include the 
culiivaiioo of seven million 
fruit and pine trees, he added. 

Accordng to Mr. Khreisha. 
these trees will prevent land- 
slides, beautify ancient sites 
and iheir surrounding areas, 
and prevent desert encroach- 
mem. 

During a visit to Petra, in 
which dty he inspected the 
environs and met with local 
officials, be affirmed that his 
muiistiy has prepared a plan for 
increasing verdancy in the area 
and wilJ soon submit such to 
tbe Council of Ministers for its 
endorsement and implementa- 
tion. 

Tbe ounisoy-spoDsored main 
Arbor Day celdiration, which 
lakes place in January of every 
year, will be held in the Petra 
regiem, he added. 


Mr. Khreisha described the 
project as part of the minisiry’s 
overall plan to green (he coun- 
try by the year 2000 and stated 
that the Ministry of Agricul- 
nne, wortdng in coDjuDcdon 
with the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation, will secure perma- 
nent water sources from those 
dams which collect tain water. 

It will also utilise artesian 
wells to irrigate trees and guar- 
antee sustainable verdancy of 
these mostly govemiDeDi- 
owned laixls. 

Regarding lands owned by 
local citizens, the minister stat- 
ed that the ministry supply 
fruit, pine and olive trees ai^ 
help plant them in exchange for 
a pledge dial these persons will 
core for the trees in the future. 

The minister said that the 
project will be spread over the 
coming five years and imple- 
mented with help from the min- 
istries of education, public 
wraks and housing and the Jor- 
dan Anned Forces. 

He appealed to various 
organisations help the Ministry 
of Agriculture in implemeoung 
this vital project 


JTC introduces new method of 
future telephone disconnection 


AMMAN (Petra) — Beginning July 
25, ffie Jordan Telecommunications 
Company (JTC) will disconnect tele- 
phones of ffiose persons in the Balqa 
govemorate who have not heretofore 
settled telephone bills up to tbe date of 
April 30, according to JTC Director 
General Mamoun Balqar. 

Mr. Balqar affirmed that the JTC will 


follow a new method for disconnect; 
ana phased intemiption. 


telephone lines, introducing a 


mectmg 

gradum 


Persons in the Madaba govemorate 
who have default^ on theu* parents 
will have their telephone lines discon- 


nected as of Aug. 1 while telephone 
lines in Zarqa will be disconnected as 
of Aug. 8, be stated. 

According to Mr. Balqar, the mea- 
sure win facilitate tbe woric of bill 
reception centres in the various gover- 
norates as it will die settlement of tele- 
phone bills for subscribers. 

The new method was introduced, he 
explained, subsequent to a thorough 
irc study regarding the most efficient 
means for collecting payments. 


THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
MINISTRY OF ENERGY & MINERAL RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT OF THERMAL POWER PROJECT 
ON A BUILD - OWN - OPERATE BASIS 
NOTICE FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF SPONSORS 

The Ministry of Energy & Mineral Resources (MEMR), an organisation of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, intends to have its next thermal Power Project, with a 400 kV, l32kV 
switchyard and support fadtrties (the Project), implemented on a build - own - operate 
(BOO) basis. MEMR intends to select a sponsor (the sponsor) through international 
oompetitive bidding based on a detailed Request for Proposal (RFP) docixnent, and 
negotiate the agreements under which the project win be impl^entod, so as to commence 
commeraiai operation of the first unit on or before July 1 . 2001 . 

To assist MEMR in the implementatjon of this first private power project in Jordan, K & M 
Engineering and Consulting Corporation, USA has been the advisor for sponsor pre- 
qualification and BFP preparation. 

MEMR now seeks to pre-qualify interested firms and/or joint ventures who have 
mtemational experience in implementing electric energy generation projects, and invites 
"Quai'ification Statements" from them. 

The pre-qualification document which contains the required "Qualification Statements 
forms" and the evaluation criteria will be avatiable on or about August 8, 1 997, from: 

1 - K&M Engineering and Consulting Corporation 
2O0^ L Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20036 USA 
Att: Mr. Guy Knowle, Managed of Procurement Services 
Tel: (202) 728-0390 
Fax: (202) 872^174 
E mail: gknowle@mailer.i<MEC.com 

2- Eng. Ahmad Bashir 
Secretary General 

Ministry of Energy & Mineral Resources (MEMR) 

P.O. B<a 140027 
Jabal AmmarhTth Cirde 
Amman-Jordan 
Tel: 962-6-828971 
Fax: 962-6-821398 

Potential Sponsors "QuriH lestlen Statemants" shal be aubmRted on or before 14 hours Amman 
ttnsonSe^sii^8H997,te>CfrBatitieabovsadae8a. 


Crown Prince, Princess 
deliver milk donation 


MAFRAQ (Petra I — On the occasion of the 50th birthday 
of Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassao and 
Priocess Sarvath AJ Hassan. His Royal Highness the Mark- 
graph Von Baden and Her Impend Highness the Mark- 
grafeo Von Baden have proffer^ a milk powder donation 
to indigent children in the eastern badia regions of the 
Mafraq govemorate. 

Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath Thursday delivered 
tbe milk oo behalf of the Baden family to Al Noor (Tharity, 
a non-profit charity established in Mafraq in 1965, to pro- 
vide services and assistance to poor families in the eastern 
badia. 

The charily wiU distribute tbe milk to more ±an 100 indi- 
gent families. 
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U.S. backs 3 Third World 
seats on Security Council 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Hie United States, wUch 
has previously supported 

adding Germany and Japan 
as permanent members of 
the 15-nanon Security 
Council, said Thursday it 
would also back permanent 
seats lor three developing 
conntries. 

State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums said in 
Washington that, a 

review, United States 
now agrees thar we ought to 
have developing countries 
sit on a permanent basis on 
the U.N. Security Council 
as permanent membm.’' 

**We believe the're- 
^ons themselves — the Af- 
rican countries, the Latin 
American countries and die 
Asian countries — ought to 
decide how these seats will 
be filled.” 

The Security Council, the 
U.N. body concerned with 
intematio^ peace and se- 
curity. now consists of five 
permanent members which 
each have a veto — the 
United States, Russia, Bri- 
tain. China and Iran^ — 
and 10 non-permanent 
members who serve two- 
year terms. 

‘"We have not taken a 
position on the veto for new 
permanent members includ- 
ing Japan and Germany, but 
we wUl oppose any resolu- 


tion which infringes on pre- 
rogatives for current penna- 
neot members,” Mr. Bums 
said. 

While the U.S. stand was 
welcomed at the United 
Nations, an aide to Repub- 
lican Senahv Jesse Helms, 
chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee, said the proposal was 
^problematic” and any 
ttought of a veto for new 
members was a “non-starmr.” 

Although the administra- 
tion had not sup^rted 
expanding die veto, it had 
not ruled it out either, he 
said, adding that no one had 
con^ted with Helms. The 
Senate eventually has to 
approve any c hang e in the 
UJ4. Chaiter. 

The United States has pre- 
viously supported pei^- 
nent council seats for 
and Germany, economic 
heavyweights who pay 
13.65 per cent and 9.06 per 
cent of die UH. budget res- 
pectively. The United States 
is supposed to pay 23 per 
cent 

Bill Richardson, the U.S. 
ambassador to die United 
Nations, announced Wa- 
shington's new position on 
three additional council 
seats at a meeting Thursday 
of a U.N. woiUng group 
that has been discussing 
coundl reform f(K several 


years. 

The U.S. decision still 
leaves open a large num^r 
of questions that have divid- 
ed the working group. 
These include: 

— The ultimate size of the 
council 

— Whether and how 
many non-pennanent mem- 
bers shcMild be added 

— Whether new penna- 
nent members should have 
die power of veto enjoyed 
by the cunent permanent 
five. 

Germany and Japan <««« 
they must also t^ve veto 
rights, while a summit mee- 
ting oS non-aligned coun- 
tries in New earlier 
this year said any Third 
Worid countries diat be- 
come pennanat members 
of the council must also 
have a veto. 

The United States and 
some odier countries favour 
limiting an enlarged coundl 
to 21 members, for the sake 
of effidency. But others 
want an increase to as many 
as 24 to 26, including up to 
half a dozen additional non- 
permanent members. 

Mr. Richardson told the 
U.N. working groiq): ‘‘We 
have DO flexibility above 
and beyond 20-21 seats on a 
reformed coundl, adding 
Washington would oppose 
higher numbers. 


The United States was 
prepared to accept a review 
clause “so that what is 
dedded this year is not set 
in stone for all time,** Mr. 
Richardson added. 

He endorsed the aim of 
General Assembly Rresictent 
Raxaii Ismail of Malaysia to 
obtain assembly approval of 
a draft framework resolu- 
tion by tins autumn. Tito 
United States would also 
study a proposal by Sene- 
gal's Ambassador Zbra Ka 
lot a special working group 
to look into tie vdo issue. 

How pennant members 
from develtming countries 
would be cMsen is also 
nnresolved. One way would 
be for indiitidnal countries 
to vie for a seat that they 
would occupy pomanentiy. 
Another way would be for 
such seats to be allotted to 
certdn region and then 
rotated among members of 
that region so that each 
would fill tile seal for a cet- 
cain number of years. 

Any changes in the mem- 
bership of the Security 
CouD^ would have to be 
approved by a two-thirds 
majority of ^ 183-member 
General Assembly and rati- 
fied by the parliaments or 
other bodies of two thirds of 
tile UJ^. membership, inc- 
luding all five current per- 
manent council members. 


Low-caste leader voted Indian president 


NEW DELHI (R) — Ko- 
cheril Raman Narayanan 
has became the first mem- 
ber of a low Hindu caste to 
be elected president of 
India. 

Mr. Narayanan, 76, previ- 
ously vice-president, was 
backed by Prime Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujral’s Um- 
ted Front coalition, the 
Congress Party and the 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party. 

He was chosen by an elec- 
toral collet of 4,848 legis- 
lators of the federal parlia- 
ment and state assemblies 
who voted in a secret ballot 
under a system of propor- 
tional representation. 

“I feel grateful to the 
Indian people for the sup- 
port they have given me 
through the elected mem- 
bers,” the Press Trust Of 
India iPTI) quoted him as 
sayi^. feel humble and 
satisn^” 

The former diplomat, who 
will be the lOth president of 
the world’s largest democ- 


racy, was bom into a poor 
family in sootbem India but 
went on to study at the Lon- 
don School of Genomics. 

He woo 4,231 votes to 
240 for his rival, fonner 
Chief Election Commissio- 
ner T.N. Seshan, an Election 
Commission spokesman 
said. Mr, Seshan won fame 
as poll chief from 1991 to 
19^ for spearheading a 
campaign to clean up elec- 
toral pofitics. 

Mi Narayanan’s vict^ 
was a foregone conclusion 
after he secured the support 
of the country’s three major 
political groups •— the rul- 
ing coalition, its powerful 
ally and the main opposition 
party — last month. 

Under the indian pariia- 
meotary system, the presi- 
dent is the titular hesui of 
state with few real powers 
compared to the priiw min- 
ister, who is the bead of 
goveramenL 

But the post has assumed 
greater impoitance with tiie 
emergence of coalition poli- 


tics in which the head of 
state can play a key role in 
the formation of govern- 
ments. 

Ml Narayanan is due to 
be sworn in for a five-year 
term on July 23. tbee 
weeks before tiie 30to anni- 
versary on Aug. 13 of In- 
dia’s independence from 
Britain. 

ra said people in his 
home ^tillage of Uzfaavuor 
in the southern state of 
Kerala celebrated by paiad-. 
ing bis portrait on an ele- 
phant and distributing 
sweets to the public. 

President Shankar Dayal 
Shacxna. whose term expires 
on July 23, did not seek re- 
election although he would 
have been eligible. 

Over the past 13 months, 
Mr. Sharma has appointed 
three priine ministers, all 
heading minority govern- 
ments. The president also 
has the final say appointing 
state governors and in any 
proewdings to impeach 
Supreme Court judges. 


Pakistan premier vows to stamp 
out sectarianism and terrorism 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif vowed Friday 
to wipe out sectarianism 
and teiTorism. amid a wave 
of killings in the southern 
and central parts of the 
country. 

“We are tightening the 
noose around the enemies 
of peace,” Mr. Sharif told a 
national religious confer- 
ence here to maik the birth 
anniversary of Prophet Mo- 
hammad. Commemorative 
processions and meetings 
have been held across.; the 
country. 

Around 400 people have 
died in clashes between 
Shiite and Sunni Muslim 
militants in the central 
Punjab province and in 
Pakistan’s southern port and 
largest city, Karachi, which 
has been plagued by vio- 
lence blamed on criminal 


mafias and factional ten- 
sions. 

*‘A handful of people are 
fanning sectarianism in the 
name of Islam at the behest 
of foreign elements,” he 
said, referring to mosque 
attacks and targected Itil- 
lings in Punjab that have 
claimed more than 100 
lives. 

Police have detained hun- 
dreds of people in a crack- 
down in Punj^ a^unst mil- 
itants from majority Sooni 
and minority Shiite 
Muslims. More than a 1,000 
have been rounded up in 
Karachi in recea weeks. 

Mr. Sharif said be sus- 
pected fmeign involvement 
in the turmoil in Karachi, 
but did not elabwate. 

“The enemy does not 
want peace in Pakistan as it 
will lead to ectmomic pros- 
perity. But the govenunent 


is determined to foil these 
designs and to make Pa- 
kistan a citadel of peace.” 
he said. 

Meanwhile, the Pakistani 
Supreme Court has voiced 
alarm over the situation in 
Karachi and asked the gov- 
enunent to submit a report 
on the steps being taken to 
restore law and order. 

Chief Justice Sajj^ Ali 
Shah, in an order issued 
Thursday, sumzzxmed senior 
government officials to 
appear before him in his 
chamber on July 26. 

Citing newsp^ier r^>orts 
he said “in^scriminate” 
killtngg were occuiring in 
Kara^ every day, 

Mr. Shah said the court 
would also hear the views 
of Karachi citizens and in- 
vited those wishing to assist 
to register their names. 


Manila, Muslim rebels sign truce 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
Philippine government and 
the country's last remaining 
Muslim insurgency Friday 
signed a ceasefire aimed at 
paving the way for formal 
peace talks. President Fidel 
Ramos and rebel leaders 
said. 

The agreement, which 
will come into effect on 
luly 21, was signed in the 
southern Philippine city of 
Cagayan De Oro by govern- 
ment negotiator Foitunato 
^bat and Ohazali Jaafar, 
rice-chairman of the Moro 
Isl amic Liberation Front 

Mr. Ramos said in a state- 


mem that he saw the cease- 
fire as “a big leap towards 
the attainment of a just and 
enduring peace” in the sou- 
thern island of Mindanao. 

He described the ^ree- 
ment as a ’lireakthrough” 
drat would bopeftilly lead to 
the signing of a formal 
peace agreement between 
the two sides. 

Copies of tire agreement 
said ^t ceasefire negotiators 
would meet on July 30 and 
over the next two months to 
finaiiM the of the ces- 
sation of hostilities. 

Bodi sides were also com- 
mitted to pr oc ee d with for- 
mal peace talks at a still un- 


determined place and time. 

However, hours before the 
agreement was signed, 
MELF guerrillas e.xchanged 
mortar fire with an army 
outpost late Thursday and 
raided a Christian village in 
the latest outbreak of vio- 
lence in the southern town 
of Pikit before dawn Friday, 
officials said. 

The renewed clashes came 
despite a unilateral ceasefire 
called by the militaiy in the 
area earlier this week 

Before dawn Friday. rix>ut 
50 heavily-armed MILF 
guerrillas raided the villue 
of Nalapaan, also in Pikit, 
sending townsfolk fleeing. 


Burma 
junta holds 
talks with 
NLD on eve 
of ASEAN 
entry 

BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Surprise ‘talks between 
Burma's Demociu opposi- 
tion and the ruling junta in 
the run-up to Rangoon's 
entry into ASEAN repre- 
sent a first step towards 
political dialogue, analysts 
said Friday, 

The two sides remain 
poles apart but the meeting 
was a significant gesture by 
the miUtaiy govenunent 
which could help breach 
the impasse of the past two 
years, they smd. 

Tlie timing of tire talks 
heralded Burma's entry 
into the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) next week over 
the objections of some 
Wesieni countries critical 
of ibe junta's record on 
human and political rights. 

Lieuteuant-Geaeral Kfain 
Nyunt the junta’s powerful 
miliiaiy inielli^nce chief, 
Thursday held a oiK-hour 
and 45-minute fonmal mee- 
ting with Aung Shwe, the 
presid ent of the National 
League for Democracy 
(SLD). 

These were the first talks 
between the junta and die 
NLD since Aung San Suu 
Kyi was released from six 
years of house arrest is 
July 1993. They came des- 
pite an apparent toughen- 
ing in die official line 
against the NLD in recent 
weeks. 

“The fact that ASEAN 
has publicly asked the 
SLORC to move towards 
bolding a dialogue sug- 
gests it had sooKihing to 
do widi the timing of the 
meeting,” said one Ran- 
goon-based foreign ana- 
lyst refeiring to Che mili- 
tary junta. 

“Maybe they (the 
SLORC) feh it would a 
positive gesture in the run- 
up to the ASEAN minister- 
ial meeting, so diey could 
enter (.ASEAN) with fi^g 
colours,” the analyst said, 
Burma is to be welcomed 
into the group, along widi 
Laos, on the eve of the 
annual ASEAN ministerial 
meeting to be held in Kuala 
Lumpur on July 24-25. 

ASEAN has decided to 
admit Buraia despite 
tern i»essure to isoltue die 
military regime, which has 
refused to recognise the 
NLD's landsU<te victory in 
(he last general elections 
held in Burma in 1990. 



Ousted First Prime Minister Prince Noarodoni fa whisked 

away by Thai authorities npon arrival in Barighok Friday be talksii^ Sonlh.East 
Asian fbcdgn ministers. Prince Ramuiddh was toppled hr Second PHiiie Mhdstv 
Wim Sa earlier this month and Is iftnwrfrfwg a campaigii fo rc^afo Ida .posttka- 
sCReuter idioto) 

Hun Sen warns of inteefererice as 
kitemational peace efforts grow 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Cambodia's powerfiil co- 
Premier Hun Sen Frit^ 
shrugged off increasing 
international efforts to solve 
his country's political crisis 
and told foreigners, includ- 
ing ASEAN, to stay out of 
the country's affairs. 

Hrst Prime Minister 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, 
the man Mr. Hun Sen oust- 
ed in a bloody July 6 take- 
over, arrived in Bangkok 
from Europe early Friday 
for t9»K with three foreiga 
ministers from the Asso- 
datioD of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN). 

Mr. Hun Sen, ^peaking to 
reporters in Cambodia, said 
that be would meet the three 
ASEAN envoys''in Rmom 
Peob Saturday, but ap- 
peared weary of their diplo- 
matic efforts. 

Cambodia, be said, could 
survive without ASEAN. 

“I will sit down and listen 
to them,” he said of (he 
envoys, but added, “No for- 
eigner can control Hun Sen. 
I will arit them to finish the 
problem tomorrow so they 
won't have to bother about 
(Zambodia any more... 
Please don't mterfrae.” 

“If they don't let us join 
ASEAN, we wem't join. If 
we don’t join ASEAN, it 
won't be tiie death of us,** 
he said during a visit to a 
pagoda about 60 kilometres 
south of Phnom Penh. 

in another move to end 
the Cambodian crisis, the 
U.S. State Department said 
Thursday former Congress- 
man St^hen Solarz was 
being seat to Asia on a spe- 
^1 mission to work witii 
regional countries on Cam- 
bo^a. 

Mr. Solarz will leave 


I^day or Saturday fiw a trip . 
to Beijing. Ibkyo, Bang- 
kok, Jakaz^ Kiiala Lumpur 
and Pbnom Penh, where he 
will meet Mr. Hun . Sen, 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said. 

“During high-level meet- 
ings in those capitals he will 
discuss witii those govenir 
meats bow best to uphold 
and lestcve the principles of 
the 1991 I^s Peace 
Accords so that all 
Cambodian parties can 
operate freely and free and 
fi^ electiODS can take place 
in 1998,” he said. 

The United States has 
been pushing for Mr. Hun 
Sen to re cr eate a coalition 
with Prince Ranariddh’s 
royalist party and recommit 
to democratic principles 
including holding another 
round of elections as 
planned next year. 

Earlier this week the rem- 
nants of Rdnce Ranariddh's 
royalist jPUNClNPEC party 
nominated Foreign Minister 
Ung Huot to succeed the 
{xince as first pirime ntinisr 
ten 

The nomination was app- 
roved by Mn Hun Sen’s patr 
ty but WasbiDgtrai has. re- 
fused ED ECGogaise it, saying 
there was no evzdei^ that 
Mr. Ung Huot's selection 
was on a fire and democra- 
tic basis. 

Thai Foreign Minister 
Praebuab Friday denied 
ASEAN was inteefering in 
Cambodia’s affairs, 

"We want to see peace 
reported in Cambodia as 
soon as possible. But we 
have no intention to inter- 
fere in the internal matters 
of Cambodia. We will use 
tiie Paris agreement as our 
guideline in dealing with 


the issue, -he said. 

ASEAN was a iro-«ignato- 
ly of tiie 1991 Paris accords 
uduch ended years of con-' 
flict andiaid the gronnds fot 
Ui^l.-qioiisored elections in 
1993 wfaidi Prince Rana- 
riddh won. 

ASEAN, vdiit^ also inc- 
ludes Brunei, Malaysia, 
Sing^re, and Metnam, 
dec^bd last week to post- 
pone Phnom Penh's admis- 
sk« in response to Prince 
Ranariddh's overthrow. 

Camboiha had been due to 
j^ ASEAN, together with 
Bumm and Laos, at next 
week's annnal foreiga min-~ 
isterial conforence in Kuala 

T jnnpnr 

ASEAN Seerre^-Gene- 
lal Ajit Singh raid Friday 
that Cambodia would still 
attend the gtotq>'s foreign 
ininistMTal meeting next 
week as an observer with a 
del^ation headed by Fo- 
reign Minister Ung Huot 

“The decision... to post- 
pone the admission of Cam- 
bodiaii^ in CaetteOing Cam.-, 
bpdia that you cannot join 
ASEAN witii a house divid- 
ed,” Mr. Sin^ said. 

He expressed confidence, 
however, that CZambodia 
would ultimately join the 
regional grouping. 

Prince Rmiariddb left 
Cambodia days before Mr. 
Hon Sen's forces moved 
against his royalist troops. 
He has vowed to lead a 
resistaoce. 

Mr. Hun Sen has said 
Prince Ranariddh would 
face cfaai^ if be ever re- 
turned to Cambodia, alleg- 
ing the prince was breakuig 
tiie law by dealing witii the 
Khmer Rouge . guerilla 
movemeoL 


World labour movement slams 
Hong Kong over law change 


HONG KONG (R) — The 
internatioDai labour move- 
meo{ accused cbe China- 
backed Hoog Kong govern- 
ment l^day of trampling 
workers’ rights by rolling 
back laws protecting trade 
unions. 

The International Confe- 
deration of Free Trade Un- 
ions (ICFTU) called Wed- 
nesday’s freezing of lebooi 
rigto laws by Hong Kong's 
' legislature a slap in the face 
and a breach of China’s i»o- 
mises on labour standards. 

Defending tiw move, leg- 
rislatore President Rita Fan 
said the government needed 
time to study the labour 
laws, which bad been 
passed in baste before the 
bondover by an elected leg- 
islature replaced by the cur- 
rent China-appmotod body. 

“The government did not 
have time to examine care- 
folly wbetber these laws 
could be impieineoted and 
the difficulty in implement- 
ing (hem. Therefore it was 
aecessaiy for the govern- 
ment to ask us to suspend 
the laws,” she said. 

Ms. Fan said she did not 
fear a legal challenge to the 
assembly and was confident 
It would win the argument 
over whether it had a legal 
ri^ to pass the su^nsion 
bOL 

The ICFTU said China's 
pl^e to allow^the fmzner 
British coUmy to keep its 
capitalist system was also in 
doubt 


China took Hoog Kong 
back from Britain on July 1. 
ending 156 years of colonial 
rule, with a pledge of no 
cha^ for 5() years to the 
capimlist system of this ter- 
ritory of 6 A million people. 

Hong Kong's new pay- 
ment passed a govenunent 
lull Wednesday snspgndmg 
three labour laws and a 
buman rights provirion. 
Th^ are unlikely to be rein- 
state 

The Brussels-based ICFTU 
called the move “a slap is the 
face frir Hm^ Kong woikeis. 
who were the source of Hong 
Kong’s ecreomic nniade” 
as the world’s d^ith-laEg^ 
trading economy. 

“This makes a mottitery of 
official assurances given by 
China to the Intermuioaal 
Labour Organisation. (ILO) 
^ baric labour- standards, 
in particular ILO eonveo- 
tions 87 and 98, would 
remain valid in Hong Kong 
after the handover,” it said. 

The covenants referred to 
is the ICFTU's statement 
l^tect such trade union 
rights as cctilective baigaia- 
ing, winch enable onions to 
negotiate with eiqiloyers 
on wages and benefits.. 

The government shot ba^ 
with a denial titac it was 
breaching intematio^ h-. 
hour covenants. 

“There is no question of 
Hong Kong breadniog inl^- 
national htoour conventions 
applicable to HongKon^*’ 
a spokesman said. “Our 


p roposal is to ra^nd, not 
rep^ Che laws omn Octo- 
btf 31, toenable the admin- 
istration to assess tiieir foil 
inqiacL” 

Trade unions from more 
than 30 countries, - the 
ICFTU said, have sent 
test letters to Hong 
leader Thng : Ch^Hwa, 
uho has said be does not 
want the labour laws on the 
statute book because they 
w31 hurt Hong Kong’s com- 
petitiveness. 

The Thng government and 
/j^istetnre are eotang^ in 
. ’ grow i ug l^al probk^ widi 
ionntfitiitinmi -polemics rag- 
ing over a {dm to tougbm 
semtion laws, a bill to dqipn 
child, immigrants and an 
electioa law that hampers 
pro-dhmocTscy frxees. 

Hong- Kwg trade union 
leader Lee Cbeuk-Yan, a 
fonner legislator ousted 
when the tenitc^ disiged 
hands, said. tiie freezing of 
the Iriiour laws was likely 
to be ebalienged in courL 

He said Hong Kong's new 
constitution adIteFed to coih 
• ventions of tiie Geneva- 
.hased ILO/ including col- . 
lective baigaining. 

. “As a signaioiy to the 
amvention, Kong Kong is 
liable for takh^ away . 
i^ts -wheo ti^ ate- in 
force,” Mr. Lee ridd. - 

Trade limon leaders said - 
coOective b ar ga mi qg.was a;'- 
good safety v^ye tii^ cQold .. 
help avert soioas labour 
cQimas. 


Clinton 
nominates 
Green Beret 
to head 
milit^ 

WASHINGTON (R) — 

Ending a search made more 

difficult by the turmoil 
over sex in the military. 
President Bill CUaton 
Thursday selected Army 
General Henry Sheltcm to 
he /-hairman of tiie MHitaty 
Joint Cfaiefo of Steffi 
-'Gen. Shdton,' a toagh 
Green Beret paratrooper 
-who led ' U.S. forces in 
Haiti, would be tiie third ar- 
'my man in a row to fill a 
job t hat usually . rotates 
'among -tiie Army, Navy and 
Air-Force. 

- In amuxincing that be had 
decided, to name tite 55- 
.year^ld Special Forces 
comnunder to be tiie - top 
U.S. milftary officer, hfo 
fiinten said Gen. Shelton 
brou^C “nnique perspec- 
tive^ to die job berause of 
his e3q>ertise~in unconven- 
tifmal warfrue. 

“Over more than three 
decades of service to our 
nation; he (Gen. Shehon) 
has distihguisfaed hims elf 
as a. decorated soldier, an 
innovative tiiinker, a su- 
perb commander. From 
Vi^nam to Desert Storm, 
be has proven his drill and 
courage in combat,” Mr. 
Clinton said at a White 
House Rose Garden cere- 
mony. 

Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Cohen and other 
membms of the Joint 
Chiefs also attended the 
brxrf announcement c«e- 
mony, which was held 
before the president left on 
a trip to- Peamsylvania, 
niinois and Arkansas. 

Mr. Clinton said that 
Gen. Shelton's extensive 
eacpmieDce in joint milit^ 
bperadons and building 
coalitions mth. ptiier na- 
tions ‘‘give Imn invaluable 
tools to serve as chairman 
in ourmore mterdependent 
wodd.” 

“As thfr fiiH commander 
of the U.S.-Ied multina- 
tional frxce in Haiti, his 
qualities personified the 
of Arnerica — strong 
and skilful, with great- sen- 
ritivi^, ami no nonsense,” 
he said 

(jra. Shelton, a native of 
Tarboro, North Carolina, 
who goes by the nickname 
“Hu^” is not a graduate 
of tte U.S. Milita^ Acade- 
D^ at West Point. Instead, 
be holds a degree in textile 
engineering from North 
C^lina State Univeraity 
and a master’s degree fimm 
Auburn. Univeirity in Ala- 
bama. " 

“The waifighting e:q)^- 
ence, <fi{riomatic ^o- 
bal perspective and tie hu- 
man touch were important 
factors in my recommenda- 
timi of Geiwrai ^Iton to 
the president,” Mr. Cohen 
told reporteis at the Penta- 
gon Thursday. 

“Specud Open^ons indi- 
vidinals and nmts deploy ( 
all over the wteid,” Mr. 
Cohen said. “They are a 
key element in our ability 
to work smoothly with ri- 
Ues and coalition partners.” 
Gen. Shelton's selection 
to succeed Army Geo^ 
John Shalikashvili when 
his terin as dtairman ex- 
inira'at die end oS Septemr 
her came -five weeks after 
Air Force General Jos^b 
Ralston, vice-^diainnan of 
the Joint Chiefs, withdrew, 
from the r mwiing. 

Gen. Ralston — Mr. Co- 
hen’s first choice for the 
post T— arioed that he not be 
considered after an adnlter- 
bixs affair hi iris back- )*■ 
'^oimd came to li^L 
The . disclosure followed 
the forced .resigaation of 
Air Force lieutenant Kelly 
Fhjm, ^ fust woman B- 
52 pilot, who otherwise 
would Irave faced court- 
ihartial on riiteges arising 
frtun fan love a^r with a 
mailed man. 

After fohnlfing Gcq 
S faalikashviii for ins long 
s^ce to tiie natiem, Mr. 
C Kiit on said tiie new chair- 
mw-designate would 
guide the ani^ forceain a 
nu^on environment thaf 
indodes 

ties,-dcal^ with tetrorism 

.and cuxfamg the qtread of 
weapeos of mass destruc- 
tion. - 
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North Korea warns Seoul 
against ‘military provocation’ 


Residents carry a bod}' from the wreckage oi Sempati Air Fokker F>27 Aircraft that crashed near Bandung in West 
Java trying to make an emergency landing after losing power soon after tak(H>fT (Reuter photo) 

Death toll rises to 27 in Indonesian plane crash 


BANDUNG (R) ^ The 
death toll in an aircraft 
crash near (he Indonesian 
ci(}' of Bandung rose to 27 
overnight as a seriously in- 
jured passenger died in hos- 
pital. officials said Friday. 

The Fokker F-27 crashed 
around midday Thursday 
shortly after taking off from 
Bandung, about 120 kilo- 
metres southeast of the cap- 
ital Jakarta, the flight’s des- 
tination. 

“The most recent report diis 
morning is that 27 have died 
and 26 were injured. Theie 
were SO pec^le on the plane 
and three residents at the 

Liberia 
prepares for 
historic poll 

■ MONROVIA TAFP) — 
Final preparations were 
being made i^day for the 
fiist presidential and leg- 
islative elections in thi.s 
West African nation in 12 
years, aimed at closing the 
book on seven years of 
civil war. 

With very limited re- 
sources and hampered by 
the destruction caused by 
the war, the Independent 
Electoral Commission 
(lECOM) has been scram- 
bling to prepare Saturday's 
poll in which 700,000 Li- 
berians are eligible to vote. 

“'ll is now a matter of 
hours before we reach the 
point that just a year ago. 
□o one in his wildest imag- 
ination would have 
thought we would reach." 
lECOM Chairman Henry 
Andrews, .said late Thurs- 
day. 

Mr. Andrews admitted 
that even two days before 
voting, final figures were 
not yet available on those 
voting. He said he estimat- 
ed the total number of reg- 
istered voters to be around 
700.0(X) and the number of 
polling sites at about 
1,900. 

Unlike refugees from the 
1992-93 Bosnian conflict, 
who voted in elections 
there in 1996, the hundreds 
of thousands of Liberians 
who fled this country's bit- 
ter war and are Uving as 
refugees will not be able to 
take part in the vote. 

Some polling sites are so 
remote voting material has 
to be transported by canoe, 
according to Mr. Andrews. 

‘“Measures are being put 
into place that will reduce 
to a very low mim'mum 
any attempt to cheat." he 
.said. 

Major-General Victor 
Malu, die commander of 
the West African peace- 
keeping force deployed 
here warned earlier this 
week against attempts to 
upset voting: ‘1 wish to 
warn anybo^ planning to 
disrupt the election lo for- 
get iu" he said. 

"i have no doubt the 
election will be free and 
fair... I do not foresee any 
security problem," he lold 
AFP Thursday. 

ECOMOG troops will be 
present at all polling sites 
across the country. 


locaikm who were injured," 
Air Force Seigeanc Budiaxjo 
of the Bandung Search and 
Rescue Office, said. 

“Tbe cause of the accident 
is still under investigation 
but according to eyew'itness 
it appeared one engine had 
stopped," Sgt. Budiaijo lold 
Reuters. 

Transport Minister Har- 
yanto Dhanutino was quot- 
ed Friday by the official 
Antara News Agency as sa- 
ying after visiting the crash 
site that the pilot had sig- 
nalled he wanted to ‘“return 
to ba.se" because on engine 
had stopped. 


He said it appeared he hud 
then atiempDcd lo make an 
emergency landing at an air 
force base about one kilo- 
metre from (be crash .site. 

Hospital authorities ui the 
Immanuel Ho.spiial in Ban- 
dung said a Singaporean 
identifiod a.s Juhnny Koh 
Eng, previously reported by 
Antara as dead, had in fact 
been brought in uncon- 
scious and had been irans- 
fered to another hospital for 
treatment. 

Malaysian businessman 
Jucky Pak told Reuters from 
his hospital bed that he had 
seen the left engine catch fire 


on the chartered Fokker F-27 
operated by Sempati Air 
minutes before the crash. 

“1 remember passengers 
crying, praying and screa- 
ming before the aircraft 
crashed. After that 1 just re- 
member waking up in the 
ambulance on the way to 
huspiial." Mr. Pak said. 

h is not known if there 
were any other foreigners 
on board. 

Many of the survivors in 
hospitd suffered hums as 
the aircraft, owned by local 
charter operator FT Trigana 
Air Service, exploded soon 
after impact. 


Over 70 reported killed in Burundi 


BUJUMBURA (R) — 

Burundi's T\itsi-dominated 
army has said that Hutu re- 
bels killed more than 50 ci- 
vilians- includmgr 36 ’Chil- 
dren. in the southern pro- 
vince of Makamba. 

In another development 
wimesses said the army and 
Hum rebels killed 20 peo- 
ple in a suburb 15 kilome- 
tres south of the capital 
Bujumbura. 

An army statement said 
Hum rebels killed 51 peo- 
ple — 36 children, 12 wo- 
men and three men — at 
Bukeye Zone, Nyanza Lac 
in Makamba province Mon- 
day night. No independent 
confimration was available. 

The statement said the 
bodies were found in a mass 
grave and 48 houses were 


also burned in the area. 

Scores of people have 
been killed in . Bunindi's 
southern provinces since 
April in sporadic clashes 
between the army and tbe 
armed wing of the main Hu- 
m rebel group, the National 
Council for the Defence of 
Democracy. 

Refugees fleeing the 
south are arriving in Tan- 
zania at the rate of 200 a 
day. the U.N. refugee 
agency said. 

Eyewitness reports said 
Hum rebels and the army 
killed 20 civilians in a 
series of attacks around 
Kabezi, south of the capital, 
last weekend. 

““During the night of 12 or 
13 July. Hutu rebels at- 
tacked the centre of Kabezi 


and they killed a woman 
and her three children. 
Funher off they slit the 
throats of a couple," Appo- 
linaire NUburumunsi, the 
Kabezi Zone chief, told in- 
dependent production 
Studio Ijambo. 

Other wimesses reported 
seeing a total of 20 bodies 
in nearby locations and said 
the army accused the main- 
ly-Hutu civilian population 
of siding with Hutu fight- 
ers. 

More than 150.000 people 
— mainly civilians — have 
been killed in Burundi since 
October 1993 when the 
country's first Hutu Presi- 
dent Melchior Ndadaye was 
murdered by Tutsi troops in 
an attempted coup. 


Miami police probe new 
murder; Versace cremated 


MIAMI fR) — Police with 
snifter dogs scoured a wood 
in a Miami suburb Thurs- 
day after a homosexual doc- 
tor was found murdered in 
his bed, prompting frantic 
speculation the killer of 
fashion designer Gianni 
Versace had struck again. 

Police said they were try- 
ing to find out if the two 
murders were linked but 
bad established no connec- 
tion. 

Andrew Cunanan, the al- 
leged spree IdUer and ho- 
mosexual prostitute sus- 
pected of gunning down 
Versace outside his Miami 
Beach mansion Tuesday, 
remained at large, armed 
and dangerous, they said. 

“We have b^n receiving 
tips he is in south Florida. 
All are being investigated," 
Paige Pattemon of tbe 
Florida Department of Law 
Enforeement toJd a new.c 
conference. “Tliere have 
been some real positive tips 
but obviously he has not 
been arrested yet." 

The discovery of the body 
of a rich, 44-yeor-old doctor 
at his home in Miami 
Springs Thursday morning 
sent police and FBI agents 
rushing to the scene. A man 
fitting Mr. Cunanan's des- 
cription was seen running 
from the house, police said. 

“The description is pretty 
close (to Mr. Cunanan), the 
FBI is interested," Nelda 
Fonticiella, a Metro-Dade 
Police spokeswoman, said. 
A neighbour saw a “white 
male, slim build, well 
dress^ ... running from the 


scene. 

The dead doctor, named 
by one TV station as Silvio 
Alfonso, had been shot. 
Local television stations 
quoted neighbours as say- 
ing he was homosexual. 

Several hours later Ms. 
Fonticiella told Reuters: 
“There's no connection as 
far as we know at this point. 
Lots of men in miami 
answer that description." 

Police with snifter dogs 
searched for clues in a near- 
by wood alongside a rail- 
road track. Police heli- 
copters hovered overhead 
and officers armed with 
with shotguns .stood by. 

Mr. Cunanan is the only 
suspect of tbe murder of 
Versace. 50. a leading light 
of the international fashion 
world who dressed the 
world's rich and beautiful 
people. 

Verxace'.s clients included 
Britain’s Princess Diana, 
pop star Elton John iuid 
supermodel Naomi Camp- 
bell. His death plunged his 
peers, friends and admirers 
woridwide into mourning. 

FBI agents have been 
hunting Mr. Cunanan acro.ss 
the United States in connec- 
tion with the murder of four 
other men. including his 
homosexual lover. Police 
found a red pick-up he 
allegedly stole ftom bis last 
victim in New Jersey in a 
Miami Beach garage. 

Mr. Cunanan, 27, has 
been described as a gregari- 
ous. intelligent and charm- 
ing man who was well- 
known in gay circles in 


California. His mother has 
described him as a “high- 
class prostitute" and ftiends 
say he made a living oft 
rich, uftually elderly, gay 
patrons. 

His alleged killing spree 
began in Minneapolis in 
April. 

Police said they did not 
know if Versace, also a 
homosexual, had any rela- 
tionship with Mr. Cunanan. 
although Vanity Fair writer 
Maureen Orth said the tw'o 
men had met at least once in 
San Francisco. 

Police have distributed 
posters of him throughout 
South Florida and warned 
the gay community in par- 
ticular to be alert. Police 
and FBI agents are scouring 
the city, questioning people 
on the street, in gay bars, 
hotels, restaurants and 
nightclubs. Miami gays said 
they feared he was still in 
their midst. 

FBI spokewoman Ann 
Figueiras said: "The calls 
that have been coming in 
have been wonderful. They 
have provided some posi- 
tive leads." But she added; 
“The last credible sighting 
('of Mr. Cunanan) wa.< at 
Versace’s murder." 

As the manhunt for Mr. 
Cunanan ground on, Versa- 
ce's relatives prepared to 
take his ashes home to Italy. 

• A funeral home source 
told Reuters that Versace 
“has been cremated and his 
ashes have been released to 
the family.” 


TOKYO (R) — North Korea warned the rival South Friday 
against repeated militar>’ pro\ocatioii near the border, .say- 
ing it was ready to re.spond with a “powerful counterat- 
tack.’’ 

The North Korean government new.spaper Minju Jason 
accused South Korea of launching an “open armed unack" 
Wednesday on North Korean soldiers and a "deliberate and 
premeditated militar>' provocation," 

"It is our unswerving poNilion and will to answer the 
sword of the enemy with sword, a total war with a total 
war," the North Korean official daily said in a commentary. 

The commentary u-a& carried by the official Korean Cent- 
ral News .Agency (KCNA). which is monitored in Tokyo. 

South Korea and the U.S.-led United Nations Command 
(UNC) have protested to the North over the fierce exchange 
of fire Wednesday at the Demilitarised Zone (DMZi. fol- 
lowing the intrusion of North Korean soldiers into the 
South. The DMZ bisects the Korean Peninsula. 

“The incident look place when the South Koreuji puppets 
were escalating ami-North confrontation and new war 
preparaiion.s." the North Korean newspaper .said. 

“if the (South Korean President) Kim Young-Sani regime 
starts a war in defiance of our repeated warnings, our peo- 
ple and army will annihilate the enemy with a powerful 
counterattack.” it added. 

South Korea said Northern forces fired artillery rounds 
and aimed rifle and machine gun fire at Southern guard 
posts as part of a provocation that began when 14 .North 
Korean soldiers crossed the border line. 

North Korea .said several of its .soldiers were wounded in 
what was one of the most serious clashes in many years 
along the heavily fortified Demilitarised Zone. 

The shooting occured only three weeks before the two 
Koreas, the United States and China w ere due to hold talks 
to cry to pave the w'ay for negotiations aimed at thrashing 
out a peace treaty to replace a truce that ended the 1950-33 
Korean War. 

Senior officials from the four nations are due to meet in 
New York on Aug. 5 to set an agenda and other procedural 
details for the peace talks. 

The United States accused North Korea of the border 
clash but said it w'ould ruitt derail food aid oreftorts to brine 


North Korea into peace talks. 

Meanwhile. Colin Powell, fonner chairman of the L'.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said Friday North Korean attempts at 
reform will eventually cause its Communist system col- 
lapse. 

“North Korea i.s working from a position of we;iknes>,” 

said Gen. Powell, on a four-day visit to South Korea. '.At 

the end of the day it will fail us u stale. Whether it w ill be 
abrupt or over a long lime remains to be seen." 

■'North Korea has experimented with the free-trade zone, 
but it will eventually .serve as a poison pili.“ Gen. Powell 
said during a .seminar abiiut community leadership in 
Seoul. 

He was referring to the Rajin-Sonbong urea, which has 
been designated a free economic zone in n bid id lure for- 
eign investment. 

Gen. Powell said North Korea's limited steps to open up 
the country would gradually loosen control.s. leading to the 
collapse of its Stalinist system. 

Gen. Powell also .said that he did not see any major 
impact from Wednesday '.s border clash between North and 
South Korean soldiers that followed an intrusion by a group 
of Northern troops into the South. 

Gen. Powell, commander of ii U.S. battalion in South 
Korea for one year in the 1970s. said North Korea fre- 
quently staged border provocations lo keep military ten- 
sions high. 

North Korea vvatchers say military len.sions are u.'«ed by 
Pyongyang to rally domestic support behind ii.s Stalinist 
leadership at a lime of economic breakdown. 

About 37.000 U.S. troops are stationed in South Korea as 
part of the U.S. commitment to defend the country. 

Gen. Powell accused Pyongyang of letting its citizens 
starve so it could maintain one of the world's largest 
armies. 

“Pictures of starving children are heart-breaking." said 
Gen. Powell. “1 don't understand a government that no 
longer answers to the needs of its people." 

North Korea has been suffering from severe fv>od short- 
ages. aggravated by devastating floods in 1993 and 1996. 

Gen. Powell said the West should continue to engage 
North Korea to maintain peace ori the pcnin.suia. 


Kinshasa: 
Ex-Mobutu 
troops in 
Brazzaville 

KINSHASA (R) — Lau- 
rent Kabila's government 
has accused both sides 
fighting across the river in 
the Congo Republic's capi- 
tal Brazzaville of hiring 
mercenaries from the de- 
feated aimy of ousted 
Zairean President Mobutu 
Sese Seko. 

It threatened “military 
mea.sures" if Mr. Kabila's 
Democratic Republic of 
the Congo becomes the tar- 
get of fresh provocations or 
shots landing in the capital 
Kinshasa. 

Deputy Interior Minister 
Faustin Munene told jour- 
nalists that the ex-govem- 
ment troops had fired 
shells from across the Con- 
go River into Kinshasa 
since Cghting broke out on 
June S in Brazzaville bet- 
ween the army and ethnic 
or polidcaj militias. 

Mr. Kabila's government 
has threatened to retaliate 
before. 

Mr. Munene said Presi- 
dent {fiscal Lissouba's go- 
venuuent was against Mr. 
Kabila’s Alliance of De- 
mocratic Forces for the Li- 
beration of Congo-Zaire 
throughout its campaign to 
oust 1^. Mobutu. 

“Both sides ore using mer- 
cenaries from the Mobutu 
DSP (Special Presidential 
Division). This conflict is 
fishy. Both Lissouba and the 
other (Mr. Lissouba's rival, 
former military leader Denis 
Sassou Nguesso) are using 
Zairean forces os mercenar- 
ies. Thai’s our concern," Mr. 
Munene said. 

"If they keep up with acts 
of provocation, we will 
react in self-defence. We 
ore in a state-of-law. If they 
provoke again, so much the 
worse for them," he said. 

He said plots were under 
way in Brazzaville against 
Mr. Kabila's government. 
He declined to elaborate on 
who was involved. 

Mr. Munene suggested 
that shooting in Brazza- 
ville Wedne^y night had 
triggered a “wind of panic" 
in neighbouring Kinshasa. 

Soldiers of the alliance for- 
ces fired several shots into the 
air in different districts of 
Kinshasa following a re- 
sumption of shooting in Braz- 
zaville Wednesday night 

“1 went out in the street 
myself. I was driving 
around in order to find out 
what was going on. One of 
my body guards was hit 
(by a bullet from Brazza- 
ville)." he said. 

“If this repeats itself, we 
will take military mea- 
sures. We don’t want the 
panic to go on " he added. 


Taiwan: Provincial government 
freeze is not a separatist move 


TAIPEI (R) — Taipei said Friday its initial 
decision to junk Taiwan's largely redundant 
provincial government aimed not to foster 
independence from arch rival China, but to 
stremniine the island's democracy. 

Abolishing the provincial bureaucracy, 
which many say exists only to bolster the 
ruling Nationalist Party's all-but-abandoned 
claim of being the legitimate ruler of "all 
China", would save the treasury some 60 bil- 
lion Taiwanese dollars a year, officials said. 

Kao Koong-Liang, vice chairman of the 
cabinet-level Mainland Affairs- Council, 
rejected Beijing’s intimation that the move 
revealed what it calls Taiwan's “spliaisi'’ 
intentions. 

“‘Linking the freezing of provincial gov- 
ernment with Taiwan independence is 
falsely politicising a decision made purely 
out of efficiency." Mr. Kao told reporters. 

“lihe Finance Ministry estimates that the 
streamlining would save tbe government 
some 60 billion Taiwanese dollars in 
expenditure." 

Taiwan is ruled by the Republic of China 
that fled into exile there after losing the 
mainland to Communist forces in a civil 
war in 1949. It has maintained a separate 
provincial administration distinct from the 
"national" government. 

Taiwan's Constitutional Assembly gave 
preliminary approval Wednesday to a 
bipartisan proposal that would abolish the 
provincial government in two years. 

National Assembly members from the 
ruling Nationalists and opposition Democ- 
ratic Progressive Party said final ratifica- 
tion of a constitutional amendment was 
imrninent. 

Reacting to the assembly's vote. Commu- 
nist CUna's Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Tang Guoqiang ITiursday reiterated Bei- 
jing's bottom line on Taiwan's current and 
future status. 

"No matter what changes occur in 
Taiwan, one fact cannot be changed: 
Taiwan is a part of China," Mr. Tang said. 


Like Beijing, the Nationalists maintain 
that the island of Taiwan i.s a “‘province" of 
China that eventually must be reunited with 
the mainland. 

But rapidly democratising Taiwan says 
union under communism is impossible with 
popular consent and insists the Communist 
People's Republic first must embrace mul- 
tiparty democracy. 

“We absolutely cannot accept the Chinese 
Communists’ unrealistic viewpoint that 
Taiwan is a province of the People's 
Republic of China." Mr. Kao said Friday. 

Vincent Slew, a Nationalist powerbroker 
who bus speaiteaded his pa^‘s drive for a 
provincial freeze, said Beijing's objection 
showed a "lack of understanding on 
Tmwan" and risked fanning separatist sen- 
timent on the island. 

“If the Chinese Communists really want 
peaceful unification, they .should chance their 
viewpoint, instead of going gainst Taiwan 
people's wi.shes." Mr. Siew. widely tapped to 
become premier in an upcoming cabinet 
reshuffle, lold Reuters in an interview. 

"If their attitude d(^s not change, it will 
push us Further aparL li will make our peo- 
ple lose confidence in unification." 

Pro-independence parties say that's just 
fine, supporting plans to junk the provincial 
got ernment to do away with what they call 
the fiction that Taiwan is not an indepen- 
dent stale. 

A poll taken in Taiwan shortly after 
Beijing's July I absorption of Hong Kong 
from Britain shuwed that independence 
sentiment on the island had swelled to a 
record high. 

The United Daily New.s poll showed that 
if given only two choices — union with 
China or full independence — a record 43 
per cent of respondents said they would opt 
for independence while only 34 per cent 
supported union. 

China, which sees Taiwan as u renegade 
province, vow.s to retake the island by force 
if it trie.s to declare independence. 


Poland mourns, prepares 
for possible new floods 


WARSAW (R) — Heavy 
rain threatened a new wave 
of catastrophic Qooding Fri- 
day as Poland mourned 48 
people killed and a thou- 
sand communities devastat- 
ed in the past two weeks of 
storms. 

Rood Crisis Committee 
spokesman Krzysztof Po- 
mes said it was now raining 
very heavily along a swathe 
of western Poland from the 
coast to mountains in the 
south. 

Although the rains were 
were not as hea\'y as in the 
past, soaked ground and 
swollen rivers could not 
absorb water. 

"The rains are dangerous 
even though we estimate 
they will be only one third 
of the great downpours 
which hit us over a iJozen 
days ago," said Krzysztof 
Szaraalek, a deputy envi- 
ronment minister on the cri- 
sis committee told public 
radio. 

Much depended on whe- 
ther most rain feU in the 


west, where it would at 
lea.st be troublesome, or 
over the south around the 
Czech border where long, 
heavy falls could be disas- 
trous. 

Parliament, sitting deep 
into the night, passed more 
than 20 bills allowing the 
goverruuent to increase bor- 
rowing and rush both funds 
and aid to smitten area.s. 

In the early hours. Presi- 
dent Alek^der Kwas- 
niewski told reporters he 
had signed them into law. 

It also hastily amended 
the Communist-era State of 
Emergency Law. axing iLs 
most undemocratic provi- 
sions. so it could be applied 
in case of a new round of 
the calamity. 

Despite supportive words 
from the Finance Minisuy' 
and Central Bank the zloty 
currency extended its 
Thursday fail by half a per 
ceot at Friday's opening 
amid fears about the disas- 
ter’s impact on Poland's 
finances. 


Rags were at half mast, 
churches held services, 
public broadcu.>;ters played 
serious music to marie u day 
of mourning. 

President Kwasniewski 
supported the prime minis- 
ter in opposing opposition 
calls to declare a state of 
emergency now in hard-hit 
regions, o/guing that this 
would delay Sept. 21 parlia- 
meniofy elections and w'as 
unncces.sar\'. 

“But if it turns out that 
tomorrow or the next day 
we ore dealing with a seri- 
ous threat to ver>' many pro- 
vinces of Poland, we will 
have no aJiemailve. we will 
have to take the decision." 
Mr. Kwasniewski said. 

in the neighbouring 
Czech Republic, where at 
least 46 people have died, 
the country was plunged 
into similar foreboding after 
forecasters predicted heax-y 
rain heading for the flood- 
hit cast Bohemia and Mora- 
via resioiis. 
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Money is not the object 

U.N. SECRETARY General Kofi Annan has 
just unveiled a restructuring programme for 
the international organisation that entails, 
inter alia, a 30 per cent budget cut as well as 
a blueprint for revamping the world body's 
agencies and organs. Critics of the plan of 
action say Annan's overhauling plan does 
not go far enough and appears to focus on 
how to improve the organisation's finances 
rather than its working methods and its role 
as keeper of global peace. 

Washington for one appears not to be total- 
ly satisfied because its share of the budget 
has not been scaled down from its current 
one third. Perhaps it is still premature to 
pass a final judgement on Annan's recom- 
mendations till all the fine details are care- 
fully read. But on the basis of what has 
already been disclosed the secretary gener- 
al's ideas fall short of earlier expectations 
about what really needs to be done to make 
the organisation not only more cost-effective 
but more functional by ending the mush- 
rooming duplication of efforts and the dys- 
functionalities of so many departments with- 
in it. 

It must be borne in mind that the woes of 
the U.N. are not confined to monetary prob- 
lems but also to organisational and conceptu- 
al issues regarding the international body. 
We have yet to bear from the new secretary 
general how he Intends to make the Security 
Council, for example, not only more effective 
but also more democratically representative 
of the world community. Also pressing is the 
issue of how to make the different resolutions 
of the body more enforceable. In this vein, 
what is the sense of convening expensive reg- 
ular sessions of the General Assembly, for 
example, if all the decisions adopted by it 
would remain on paper? Streamlining the 
U.N. and improving its orientation and image 
cannot be realised by simply improving its 
finances. That is why much more is still 
expected of the U.N. before it can be taken 
more seriouslv. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE ARAB Nadon's appeal, to the world in general 
and the United Nations in particular, to impose sanc- 
tions on Israel is a futile and pointless act as long as the 
.Arabs themselves are imposing- sanctions on each 
another, said Tareq Masarweh. a writer for A1 Ra’i. 
The whole world witnessed Lebanon banning Iraqi 
athletes from the Pan-Arab Games, after it had report- 
edly received a gift of S2I million from Kuwait to do 
that, and saw Arab stales taking a hostile stand against 
Sudan, by providing arms to the separatist groups to 
rebel against the Khartoum government. It is pointless 
to demand from the United Nations to impose sanc- 
tions on Israel at a time when the whole world realises 
that the .Arab governments are doing this Just to save 
face before their ma.s$cs and they do not mean what 
they say. According to the writer, Palestinian President 
\asser Arafat was reported to have requested that 
Palestine be admitted to the British Commonwealth 
because he must have lost hope of getting help from 
the Arabs and is trying his hand with the foreign 
nations which. perhap.s. can help the Palestinians 
regain their rights. In the writer's view no one and no 
nation wishes to deal with the Arabs, nor are the 
Islamic nations willing to cooperate with the Arab 
countries because, he said, the Arab countries are com- 
miftrng ho.stile actions against each another and there- 
fore there is no justification for the Arabs to demand 
from the world to support them against their adver- 
saries. 

M.ARWAN HAZIN. a writer for A1 Arab AI Yawm. 
refilled on inter-Arab relations, citing the resumption 
of flights by the national airlines of Kuwait and Jordon 
to Amman and Kuwait City as another sign of thaw in 
relations between the two .Arab countries. The situation 
in the Arab region is complicated and the peace process 
is facing a deadlock with Israel's pursuing its axbitrary 
measures and building settlements on Arab lands, 
noted the writer. He said that in the face of Israel’s dis- 
regard of the international legitimacy and its defiance 
of the .Arab Nation, .Arab stales have no alternative but 
to Join ranks and face the common challenge. Noting 
that reconciliation among Arab states is an initial and 
vital step for joint Arab action, the writer said that the 
time has come for the Arab regimes to recognise theu" 
real national interests and woric together to protect 
them. He said that the Jordanian and Kuwaiti move to 
resume flight was an first, but very imponant, step 
towards ending the inter-Arab differences which 
emerged during the 1990 Gulf crisis. 
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Finding a common ground between the government 
and the mainstream Islamists means victory for all 


THE STAND-off between the government and Jordan’s 
mainstream Islamist movement over the next parliameo- 
lary elections does not bode well for the counhy or its peo- 
ple who take pride in their democrat^. 

From the look of things this week, it would seem that the 
Islamists, as represented by the Muslim Brotherhood, are 
determined to stay away from the November elections 
despite the wisdom that working from within the system is 
the name of the gome in democracy. 

On the other hand, the government has also signalled 
that the elecdoos would go ahead, with or without their 
participatiorL while also hoping that the political sense of 
the Islamists would prompt them to reconsider their posi- 
lioo. 

On many counts, the Islamist arguments against partici- 
pating in the elections are not convincing enough. To cite 
the Jorclanian-Israeli peace treaty as a reason for staying 
away from the polls is to simply overlook that the treaty 
was put through the right constitutional process in the 
country and was endors^ by a majority in ParliamenL Are 
the Islamists questioning the authenticity of that process? 
The same applies for the election law. which was also 
approved by a majority in Parliament. Again, ^ the 
Islamists suggesting that the election law was rushed 
through the legislature? 

Another reason cited by the Islamists is the new limita- 
tions on the press, as brought about by the recent amend- 
ments to the Press and Publications Law. 

But surely, the Islamists should also know that they will 
have the power to “put things right” — as some of them 


declare their objective to be — if tiiey manage to secure 
enough legislative clout And staying away the elec- 
tions is definitely not the way to secure legislative clout 
eitbOT. 

And then, there are those leftist groups which are some- 
how trying to fit into the game by announcing their deci- 
sion not to field any candidates in the elections. Not that 
they stand any chance of m aking a headway into the legis- 
lature even if they did run for the elections, but their state- 
ments of boycotting the polls are nothing but a convenient 
cover. Staying away from the polls gives them a very safe 
excuse from having to fece the realty that they have failed 
to rally people belund them, a failure that would definite- 
ly be established when the ballots are counted. 

But that is not the case with the Islamists. We all know 
that the Islamic Action Front ClAF). the so-called political 
arm of the Muslim Brotheihood, is the most oigaitised 
political group in Jordan. It enjoys the respect of support- 
ers and opponents alike for their adherence to their ideol- 
ogy as well as for their organisational abilities. 

fit is strange that at least some people among us seem to 
view the Islamists as holding a distinct creed which is 
t^ien to the Jordanian society. They seem to have little con- 
^er^oD for the reality that the Islamists are very much 
part and parcel of our society and will remain so regardless 
of ideological or political differences with other segments 
of the Jo^anian population. 

We in Jordan definitely need the Islamists as part of our 
political life. It is not as much an entirazrassment for our 
government that the Islamists stay away from the polls — 


as some self-professed analysts appear to suggest as it 

is a dire need for all of us to have the Islamist input into 
the way our country is run. 

Beyond that, however, are also the dire consequences of 
an Islamist boycott of the elections. The moderate leader- 
ship of the Brotherhood should definitely know that an 
alienation of the group from die mainstream politics of ^ 
country would open the door for extremists at the grass, 
roots level to have their way with the movement. 

And where does that door lead to? 

All other consequences aside, the Brothethood leadv- 
ship should take b^r note of the fact diat tbe very exis- 
tence of the group as a viable component of our sociew 
will come under serious question marks if extremists take 
control. That is a truth that they simply cannot walk away 
from. They owe it to their supporters, those who have blind 
faith in the common ideolo^, not to let that happen, as 
much as they owe it to the society at large. 

It might make political sense, dbeit to a limited 
to have some mavericks from the mainstream 
movement run in elections as independents, as some aie 
definitely planning to do, regardless of what tl^ sk say- 
ing in public today. But it is not the right solution. 

The solution lies in finding a common ground 
between the government and the mainstream Islamic ; 
Heads will have to come together to find and ejqjlore that 
common ground. And when the right common ^oond is 
found, no one should or could claim victory either, 
because victorious will be us, Jordanians, and the way of 
democratic life that we have chosen for ouiselves. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Brotherhood’s decision to boycott 
elections receives mixed reviews 


REVIEWED BY 

ELIA NASRALLAH 

COLUMNISTS IN the 
local dailies discussed 
last week the Muslim 
Brotherhood's decision 
to boycott the general 
elections. domestic 
issues and the Middle 
East question. 

Hussein Abu Rumman, 
a writer for Al Ra'i, said 
that the Muslim 
Brotherhood's decision 
to boycott the elections is 
causing an embarrass- 
ment to the Islamic 
Action Front llAF), 
whose members seem 
determined to take part in 
the elections, and is deal- 
ing a heavy blow to the 
democratic process in 
Jordan because it urges 
people to refrain from 
exercising their right to 
vote. 

Further criticising the 
decision, the writer said 
that one third of the 
Brotherhood’s shura 
council should not be 
imposed on the majority 
of the Brotherhood’s 
members, adding that 
democracy is the voice of 
the majority not the 
minority. 

The writer said that the 
Brotherhood, which cre- 
ated the lAF in the 1989 
elections as its political 
..orm^ should leave the 
arena for this party to 
deteiraine the rules of the 
political gome. 

A writer for Al Ra’i 
blamed the successive 
governments of the 
Kingdom for forcing the 
Muslim Brotherhood to 
take tile decision they 
took regarding the elec- 
tions. ■ 

Tareq Masarweh said 
that the government's 
temporary laws concern- 
ing the one-person, one- 
vote system and the Press 
and Publications Law 
were among the elements 
that forced the 
Brotherhood to take this 
decision. 

The writer said opposi- 
tion to the government’s 
policies should not force 
anyone to boycon the 
elections because there is 
need for a strong opposi- 
tion in parliament and for 
MPs who continue to 
voice the views of the 
public on various issues. 

At the same time, it is 
in the government’s 
interest to urge the 
Brotherhood to partici- 
pate in the elections 
because it has to show 
tile world that it is pursu- 
ing a democratic line and 
respects the views of the 
other side. 

If no opposition parties 
take part in the elections, 
it means that the govern- 
ment will only reelect 
itself and it means Jordan 


will have a parliament 
devoid of any democratic 
meaning, said die writer. 

Hakem Fayez, a writer 
for Al Arab AI Yawm. 
hailed the Muslim 
Brotherhood's decision, 
describing it as a wise 
and historic move. 

This decision, he said, 
represents the true feel- 
ings of the masses in 
Jordan and, at the same 
time, it will force the 
government to reconsider 
, its position vis-arvis a. 
numW * of narionai 
issues on which it did not 
see eye to eye with the 
Islamic movement 
The writer said that 
successive governments 
of Jordan have imposed 
^eir hegemony on the 
parliament and made it 
impossible for the oppo- 
sition to have a say in 
matters of national inter- 
est. The Brotherhood 
took this historic deci- 
sion after due study of 
the situation and all other 
opposition parties and 
professional unions 
ought to follow this 
example, he added. 

Fahed Fanek. a writer 
for Al Ra'i, said the 
Muslim Brotherhood hod 
to take the decision to 
boycott the elections in 
view of the deep splits 
and divisions in its ranks. 
.In light, of this.situa- 
Uon, the Muslim 
Brotherhood can by no 
means take part in elec- 
tions and it is much safer, 
for the time being, to 
retreat and try to pul its 
house in order ^fore 
making new moves in (he 
politick arena, said the 
writer. 

However, he said, the 
boycott decision could 
also mean a divorce 
between the government 
and the Brotherhood 
after a marriage that last- 
ed four decades. 

The writer warned that 
it is not in the interest of 
the Brotherhood to wage 
war on the regime, 
adding that it should lake 
lessons from and consid- 
er the fate of the Islamic 
movements in Syria. 
Egypu Saudi Arabia, 
Algeria and Tunisia. 

L^th Shubeilat. a 
writer for Al Arab Ai 
Yawm, supported the 
Brotherhood’s decision, 
saying that it is the only 
way to force the govern- 
ment to reexamine its 
stand. 

By declaring that the 
public is not satisfied 
with the government's 
policies, the opposition 
parties can force the gov- 
ernment to turn its atten- 
tion to genuine reforms 
that are favourable to the 
Jordanian society as a 
whole and not only to 
senior or influential gov- 


ernment officials. 

The writer said partici- 
pation in the elections 
means accepting the gov- 
ernment-imposed one- 
person, one-vote, 'system, 
the lYess and 
Publications Law and 
other temporary laws 
designed to serve the 
purpose of the govern- 
ment and not that of the 
people of the country. 

The Brothertiood's 
decision, added - the ' 
writer, could serve as a* 
first step towards 
redressing the country's 
chronic issues and could 
help the Islamic move- 
ment regain the public 
confidence which they 
had lost after giving in to 
the government's ban of 
a planned marctu by a 
million hungry people, 
intended to protest 
poverty. 

A writer for AJ Arab AI 
Yawm called on the con- 
cerned authorities to 
close the southern border 
crossing, north of Aqaba, 
which was opened fol- 
lowing the conclusion of 
the Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty of 1994. 

Khaled Zubeidi said 
that the tourism industry 
iu Jordan was adversely 
affected by the opening 
of the southern crossing 
which enables the Israeli 
tourist finns to market 
the ancient city of Petra 
as part of the Israeli 
tourism programmes. 

Petra is scheduled for 
one day only in the 
Israeli programmes, wile 
the rest of the package 
favours sites on the 
Israeli side, noted the 
writer. 

The Israelis ore win- 
ning at the expense of 
Jordan and the numerous 
hotels that opened in 
Petra and in the southern 
regions ore complaining 
of poor business os a 
result, he said. 

By closing the border 
crossing, he stressed, 
Jordan can market Petra 
on its own and through 
programmes that ma^ 
foreign visitors spend 
many more days in the 
Kingdom. 

F^ed Fanek criticised 
writers who. he said, 
instigate the Jordanian 
public against accepting 
roreign investments in 
Jordan. 

He said that some the 
writers are probably 
doing thai to help poten- 
tial candidates for the 
coming elections and not 
because they aim at serv- 
ing the national interest. 

Jordan is in need of 
investments to stimulate 
the national economy, 
and the investors, 
whether - -Arabs, 
Jordanians or foreigners, 
are of course keen on 


making profit: ±erefoie. 
die door should be open 
to all kinds of invest- 
ments from any source, 
he said. 

The writer added that 
when Jordanians invest 
in Egypt and Asian or 
Europe^ countries, they 
are after making profit, 
and so is the case with 
foreign investors comin 
to Jordan, He said that 
the‘ *doof ‘-is- opeft- tea 
investors, the* -country- 
wiliesseatiedly^ieDefit os' 
a whole and the national 
economy will flourish. 

If the rights of the 
Palestinians in their 
homeland are at the core 
of the whole Palesrinion- 
Israeli peace negotia- 
tions. the rights of the 
Palestinian refugees is 
part and parcel of the 
whole process, said Al 
Ra'i Arabic daily. 

The paper said that the 
refugees* rights are pro- 
vided for in the Israel- 
Jordan peace treaty, in 
the Oslo accords and in 
the UJ^. resolutions, and 
therefore their rights and 
interests should acquire 
prime attention in the 
final settlement of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict 
Only when justice is 
done in the case of the 
refugees can the people 
of this turbulent region 
enjoy peace and security, 
said paper, adding 
that doing justice to the 
refugees is one of the 
main peace dividends. 

A writer for AI Ra’i 
criticised Western coun- 
tries’ leaders for siding 
with the Zionists and dis- 
regarding the feelings of 
the Arabs. 

Everyone remembers 
the former French presi- 
dent, Francois 

Mitterrand, when he led 
a protest march in France 
a^nst the desecration of 
Jewish graves, describing 
the act 05 a manifestation 
of anti-Semitic feelings, 
said Samir Qtami. He 
added that everyone 
remembers U.S. 

President Bill Clinton 
condemning all 

Palestinian resistance 
acts designed to end 

Israeli terrorism and 
occupation. 

But the there is no con- 
demnation on the part of 
the We.stem leaders fol- 
lowing the desecration 
and defamation of 

Muslim shrines and of 
copies of the Holy 
Koran, added the writer. 

He said that if such 
behaviour is expected by 
the Arabs from the 

Western leaders, the 

Arab masses feel insult- 
ed and fhistrated when 
no condemnation or 
protest move against the 
Zionist actions come 
from the Islamic World. 


LETTERS 


Olympics: And the stops 

To the Edhon 

PEOPLES AND national groups outside the Arab 
World are making leaps and bounds in political and 
economic cooperation to establish a foundation that 
would protect their future in an increasingly competi- 
tive world. 

The Arab World seems to still be mired in its petti- 
ness. ^rae Arab states still insist on bdbaving like ado- 
lescents, while the world watches on with bewilder- 
menL 

Three years ago, three Iraqi officials in Beirut who 
held diplomatic status conspired and killed an elderiy 
man for his activity as an Iraqi dissident. The three 
assassins were eventuaUy caught and incarcerated tbr 
approximately three years. When the oil-for-food plan 
was declared by the .U.N. under Resolution 986. a sud- 
den decision was taken. 

It w^ 'tb the.'effect that Lebanon coiijd not imp^ 
'^,incar^ witib diplomatic states. 

‘'Tfie tiued'wl^'thus set free. 

If Arab states are not fyei) sensitive to their common 
political and economic interests, while other nations of 
the world are racing in that direction, at least they 
should agree on playing football without bones of ctWr 
tention. 

No matter who runs the Iraqi Olympic team, it is a 
sports institution of a member state of the Arab League: 
at least on that level there should not be open dispute 
for the world to gloat over. 

By denying the Iraqi Olympic team entry to Lebanoa 
and stranding the players on Syrian bord^, Lebanon 
:q)peased those wiA power and influence. But it did aol 
serve its national image. 

OmarAbbass, 

Amman. 


Strength in unity 


To the Editor; 

I FELT disappointed when Iraq, a sufrering Arab 
state, was bonn^ from participating in the Pan-Ateb 
Games currently being held in Lebanon; ' 

The Iraqi athletes were sent back home before reach- 
ing Beirut They were expelled to satisfy some selfish 
Arab sentiments. 

The other day 1 was watching a live transmission of a 
game when the broadcaster said something which I 
found ridiculous. He started talking about the pride of 
the Arab Nation, united and strong, brotiierly compet- 
ing in the games. 

How could he make such a statement when Iraq had 
been banned from the event? Until the Arabs reconcile 
and put their differences aside, the nation will be weak 
and far from united. 

Jomana W. Karadsbeh, 
Amman. 


Happy image projected 


To the Editor: 

CONGRATULATIONS TO Jordan Television. A July 
8 .show on people enjoying the Aqaba Hotel beacb was 
so capably handled and the so evident pleasure of all 
interviewed indicated what is possible without undue 
expense. 

The free sands and an expanse of sea in which to 
frolic with safety brought to life the happy family 
atmosphere one associates with the Jordanian culture 
in the p^L This is how the future development of (his 
enchanting “pearl'’ of Jordan should be viewed. 

During the interview, however, at times the reporter 
seemed to have a difficult time eliciting responses to 
some of her questions. Apparently, no matter how talk- 
ative Arabs can be in their drawn out conversations, 
th^ seem to freeze completely when presented witfi a 
microphone. 

Perhaps some operators “planted” amongst the 
crowd could better express the pleasures being 
extolled. 

Paul Saints, 
Aqaba. 
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In China, Cambodia, over one million 
must move for dams on Yangtze, Mekong 


BEUING (AP) ■— 71k stoiy- 
(dler& who spua Quna’s 
oncMni legends los’cd to set the 
exploits of heroes and goddess* 
es aimdst the inpids eliffe 
of the Three Gorges. Today, a 
ivalTife <^ic Ls unMdtng in the 
gorges as China pre par es to 
mo\'e 1 J fflillion people for a 

giant dam. 

So far only tdiout 20,000 peo* 
I^e have been nio\’ed. The rest 
must leave before a dOO'kik^ 
metcT'long reservoir backs ' up 
behind the daui in cemral 
China, which is scheduled for 
completion iji 2009. 

Dams around the world have 
forced people to move. Bin no 
other projea' approaches the 
scale dK relocation that will 
be needed fK die Hiree Goiges 
dam — the uxirid’s largest 
bydfoelectric project in its most 
populous country. 

Pei^e have lived and trav- 
eled dong the Yangtze River 
for more than 3,000 years. In 
the early pan of this centary, 
the river foamed through the 
gorges In swift cutreitis. Labor- 
ers trudging towpadis along the 
bhon were harnessed to boats 
tliey struggled to tug through 
the dangerous nqrids. 

The Communist govenunein 
had the perilous rocks Wasted 
away. 

Tour boats now slide throu^ 
(he goiges, guides encaacagmg 
tourists to spot the settings of 
aocienr legends. 

In the small towns where the 
boats make stops for temple 
(ours and souvenir shopi^g, 
reridenls have high expecia- 
tions for a better life when they 
move. 

What China anxiously wants 
to avoid is upheaval and disafH 
pointmenL The pressure is on 
to provide adequate con^wnsa- 
Uon. decent new houses and a 
chance for higher incomes. 

Even in the very early stages 
of relocation, there haw been 
scattered reports of prWileais: 
embezzled relocation money 
a housing devetopmeot a^- 
doned because it was built on a 
sliffiery slope ^ a rally 
protesting inadequate compen- ■ 
sod on. 

Chinese leaders refuse to 
allow open debate about (be 
dam. They say the project Is 
accepted by the majority of die 
affected populadoo. 

Bui outside China, environ- 
mental and human rights 
groups aigue the dam win be 
destructive, possibly danger- 
ous. and a violation of the 
ri^us of those who must be 
relocated. They utged the U.S. 
Export-Import Bank not to siq>- 
port iL 

Last May, the bank said it 
would not deal niifa Americao 
cotqnnies invWved in the dam 
unless China provided mcNn 
infonnatioo. 

China’s state-run news media 
put a positive ^in on oil r^Kxts 
about (he prajecL Officials say 
relocation will briug not ouly 
compensatioQ but new job^ 
farmland and factories. 

Chinese officials say the cost 
of the dam is expected to reach 
203 billion yuan (S24.S bil- 
lioni. Ab(MU per cent of the 
cost is for relocation. 

Each province and major city 
in Qnna has been assigned a 
county in tbe reservoir area to 
help ^ iove^g in redevelop- 
ment or absorbing migrants. 

State-nin news media say 
about 15.000 hectares of new 
land have been put iroder culti- 
vation, replacing about half the 
30,000 hectares that win be 
lost But what is lost is tbe most 
ferule land near the river. 

AbcMii 1,600 factories wOl be 
iminriati:^ So far, 300 have 
been lebuih or are under con- 
strucdoiL China also must 
replace nearly 700 new schools, 
two cities and more than 100 
towns. 

In Sambor, Cambodia, hav- 
ing survived tiie Khmer Rouge 
tenor, deadly diseases and even 
tiger attacks, stoic peasants in 



this reniote owner of Cainbodia 

now mm ponder irrevocable 


change; the Mekong may be 


dammed and their fields, homes 


and tenqdcs flooded by tbe 
“mother of waters.” 


The land is g(X)d here, and 


we are too old to move,” 


6S-year-old Say Nbek, quietly 


looking across tbe mi^ty riven 

“I want electricity for toy 

bouse, but if it means flooding. 


it would be so dfiicuit H) 


decide.” 

cd”’* 

Tbe probable iel(x»tioD sites 

for Say Nbek and his family of 

11 are rocky and malarial. 

. ^ 

There are DO & catfish or other 


sources of vital pn^ein tbe 

Mekong now yields. 


"M^be die dam would be 


good for CambodU,** suggests 
Yiin Kim. Uie local headman, “1 
have read couatrie& with hydro- 
electric .power m progressive. 
Bid I'see problr m Many peo- 
{rie juS warit n live with tiidr 
bod and ibcir culture.’* 

These villagers ore among 
milKoiis whose lives will be dra- 
madcaily altered as govern- 
Diems, imerhatiOfial ^encies 
and ^vate airqmneuis move 
to hittness the last of tiie world’s 
great nntaiDed rivers. Most are 
poor; but the Mekong sustains 
diem. 

Here^ the proponed Sambor 
dam would flood more than 800 
square kikmieiefs, displacuig 
60,000 pe^le and endangering 
habitat n^iere tmwaddy dolphin 
swim and tigers still toaiiL 
The $4 billion dam would 
gefletace revenue for an impov- 
erished Cambodia through sale 
of elecvicity to power-hungry 
nei^ibours Thaih^ and Vim- 
oam. 

Sambm is only one of numcj^ 
ous projects, proceeding or pro- 
ject^ along die 4,200'kilome- 
ler lei^iih of the Mekong, which 
origiaates in the snowy heights 
of Tibet and courses through 
four soudKOSi Asian ccMuitries 
before reaching the south China 
Sea. 

A dozen mainstream dams, 
along with some 200 on the 
Mekong’s tributaries are being 
considered by maltifateral agen- 
cies, while Qiina is quietly plan- 
ning at least a dozen on its own 
extent of tiie river. 

An area larger dian France and 
home to more dum 50 nullion 
people, tbe Mdeong basin is also 
to have all-weather roads and 
railways, modem water trans- 
port, tourist resorts and riverside 
industries. 

Although funding lags, some 
100 “(Miority projects** costing 
$40 bUlioa have been identified 
by sneh lead agencies as tbe 
UJ4.-backed Mekraig River 
CommissioD and die Asian 
Development Bank. Virtually all 
funding will come fftxn sources 
outside the Mekong nations. 

Today, tbe, world's . 12th 
Icmgrei river is virgin by com- 
parison to most. It was bridged 
cinly in 1994, with tbe opening 
of a span between Thailand and 
Laos. Only one dam, China’s 
Manwan. has gone up to dare. 

A timeless quaU^ still pie- 
v^ akmg many stretches. At 
Sambor, tbe '‘mother of warers," 
as it is called, becomes a river- 
iiM forest of islands and half 
submerged trees beading with 
the currenL Monkeys and lizards 


bask on its books. Many river- 
ride dwellers have never 
encountered foreigners. 

TlUs remoteness, and decades 
of war in Indochina, kept the 
Mekong out of reach of devel- 
opers who now herald the basin 
as '‘southeast Asia's greatest 
untapped lesource” and “Aria’s 
last froatier." 

Oooservadonists urge that 
mistakes made m other rivers 
not be repeated. Once pristine 
rivers like Russia’s Volga am 
awash with filth. Tbe much- 
diverted waters of the Colorado 
in the American west reach the 
sea only in years of high flood. 
MUlions of people in China and 
India suffer after being uprooted 
M make way for icservoiis. 

Tbe Mekong countries them- 
selves are concerned riiout pos- 
sible *\vater wars” a.^ each 
siphons off more water and 
leaves less for those down- 
stream. Similar oonflicts are 
already brewing along Africa’s 
Nile and the Tigris and 
Euphrates in tbe KGddle East. 

*Theie ts a chance tbe dam 
binlders will be kqpt at bay and 
the Mekong allowed to function 
naturally. But it’s not looking 
very good," says Fatriek McCul- 
ly of the U.S.-based 
JiHcniational Rivers Network. 
*1he Mekong is a dream come 
true for the world’s dam 
builders." in a telephone inter- 
view, McCuJly says his ht^ies 
rest on the woridtvide deanh of 
private Anancing for big dams 
and greater mooitoring by envi- 
ronnMntal watchdog groups that 
"doesn’t allow dam builden to 
get away widi the tilings they 
did in the past" whatever 
develtqmient path is followed. It 
is clear the Mekong’s days as a 
firee-ruoning wuerway ate 
almost over, "they've got no 
chttice but to go hydro," argues 
David Mayo, an adviser to the 
government in Laos, where most 
of the major dams are planned. 
It’s already the number three 
income earner - after unsusxain- 
aUe logging and nanxMics 
snuggling." die economic 
logic is poweiftiL Cambodia and 
Laos are among the poorest 
nations oa earth and have yet to 
tap hydroekctiic power. Thai- 
land, where eneigy demand 
grows by 10 percent each year, 
and foiurc economic dynamo 
Viemam, are eager to buy what 
can come 00 stream. 

*Tiydio-power is our oatioDal 
resouice. It's like ofl or gold." 
says Khy Tainglim, vice chair- 
man of Cambodia’s NatiotuJ 
Mekong Commioee. 


He also says it will proridc 
cheap elecirici^ for poor Cam- 
bodians, and he oigues the rivers 
have 10 be controlled to miiigatc 
frequent floods and droughts. 

A leading Cambodian fish- 
eries expen. Touch Sieng Thaou. 
disagrees. Annual flooding sus- 
tains wetlands that are irreplace- 
able breeding grounds for flsh, 
the basic staple of millions of 
poor rural Cambodiuns, he says. 
Water regulimoa would kill off a 
unique ecosystem, he argues, 
and dams create sedimetuaiinn 
that would reduDt the nunibets 
and species of fish w the 
Mekong, believed to be the 
world’s most bio-divefse river 
offer the Afnazon. 

Debate also is going on at 
lower levels at the proposed 
sites for dams in ThaUand, Laos 
and Cambodia, although talk is 
not of cost-beoefit and ecosys- 
tems but day-to-day survival 
and love of the land. Hiere is lit- 
tle evidence the p&ipic directly 
affected by mega-projects are 
being cmisulred. 

At Sambt^, which translates 
as "bounty." diarici chief Ngun 
Sambuh says authorities 
haven’t informed villagers oboui 
the proposed dam. Many iiUer- 
vietved have never beard of it. 

"I’m for dev«loproenL But if 
the iflipaci is loo great on vil- 
lagers and their culture then 
there will be many prcbieins." 
says Hong Bo YtUh, a Buddhist 
abbOL "Even if the government 
says the dam is good. I will 
(^rpose it Nobody wants it 
bm." 

Arrayed around him are a 
dozen people, most of them 
elderly folk who survived Amer- 
ican bombing and Khmer Rouge 
massacres in the 19'R)s. They sit 
in the shatbws of the one hun- 
dred column pagoda, which is 
one of Cambodia’s most revered 
riirioes and wtNild be submerged 
under tiie dam's res^voir. 

The town of Sambor, 1901dlo- 
oieieis northeast the capital, 
Phnom Penh, was a hub of an 
aodeiu kingdom and burial site 
of several kings. But tbe latest, 
600-page study on Mekong 
dams doesn't mention its cultur- 
al rignificance and devota just 
56 trords to tbe impact on 
wildlife. 

Somdxxly in the group sug- 
gests moving the temple, und^ 
which legend says 100 sacrifi- 
cial maidens lie buried. But sev- 
eral people answer in chorus, 
pointing to the pagoda. 

"This is faistoty," they say. 
"You camiol move history.' 


Water sharing in Mideast 
Turkey under fire 


By Her\*e Couturier 

Agence Frartce-Presse 

HARRAN, Turkey — 
Hairan, a semi-arid plain 
in southeast Turkey, has 
recaptured the green 
lushness recorded in 
antiquity thanks to a 
massive water project 
that has reston:d life but 
is also feeding a bitter 
dispute with neighbour- 
ing Syria and Iraq. 

The region, a rectangle 
of 151.CXX} hectares that 
stretches from the east- 
ern city of Sanliurfa to 
the Syrian border, corre- 
sponds roughly to what 
was upper Mesopotamia 
in ancient times. 

Then fertile, its water 
resources were gradually 
drained in the destruction 
wrought by wars and 
excessive, crude irriga- 
tion projects, according 
to Turkish e.xperts. 

Today, nearly a quarter 
of the region is green 
again from water sui>‘ 
plied by the distant 
Euphrates, with the rest 
to follow in a matter of- 
time. 

“Life here has com- 
pletely changed," said 
Issa Acar. a local farmer 
who said his annual 
wheat harvest has 
increased by 80 per cent 
since water arrived in the 
region again. “Now I 
have a car and a house. 
My children go to 
school," he said. 

The water, channelled 
by irrigation tunnels, is 
drawn from a retaining 
lake about 26 kilometers 


away formed by the 
Ataturk dam. The sixth 
largest dam in the world, 
it is the pride of Turkey 's 
massive water project. 

This monumental 
undertaking, called Gap, 
is for 19 hydro^lectnc 
power plants and 22 
dams along the 
Euphrates, the Tigris and 
other rivers in southeast- 
ern Turkey at a cost of 
$32 billion, nearly all 
financed by Ankara. 

Started in the 1970s, its 
completion is not expect- 
ed until at least 2017, 
according to Olcay 
Unver. president of the 
Southeast Anatolia 
Development Adminis- 
tration. 

The project is designed 
to irrigate a total area of 
1.7 million hectares, or 
10 per cent of Turkey's 
temtoiy, and to create 
three million Jobs. 

Gap is “more than a 
water project" said Mr. 
Unver. “It is a socio-eco- 
nomic project that will 
also include agricultural 
training, pilot farms and 
community' centres, or a 
sort of village schools 
where we will try to help 
women, generally disad- 
vantaged in this region, 
to improve their lot.*^ 

Other than the Ataturk 
dam, two other dams 
have been built upstream 
on tbe Euphrates at 
Keban and Karakaya and 
two others downstream, 
at Birecik and Karkamis. 
the latter only a few kilo- 
meters from the Syrian 
border. 


But both Iraq and Syria 
have hotly contested 
Turkey’s water projecL 
which they say Ankara 
undertook without con- 
sulting them. It is a factor 
in drawing Damascus 
and Baghdad closer 
together after years of 
hostility and has also 
attracted the wrath of 
Libya. 

The two ancient rivers 
both have their source in 
Turkey. The Euphrates 
crosses into Syria then 
Iraq, while the Tigris 
flows directly to 
where the two rivers join 
up to form the Shatt A1 
Arab waterway that 
flows into the Gulf. 

But Damascus and 
Baghdad accuse Turkey 
of limiiing the flow of 
water running to the two 
Arab countries — which 
Ankara vehemently 
denies — and of using a 
regional waterway to 
exercise control over the 
region. 

Citing a 1983 protocol 
signed with Syria that 
-stipulates Turkey roust 
allow the flow of at least 
of 500 cubic meters of 
Euphrates water per sec- 
ond. Ankara says it sup- 
plies well over this. 

But Syria and Ii^ are 
demaocUng negotiations 
on tbe issue and an equal 
share in the waterways 
— meaning a third for 
each country. 

The Arab League has 
tried to urge Turkey to 
open talks on the issue, 
but Turkey rejects any 
concept of dividing the 


waters of the two rivers. 

Instead, it has ofTered 
“joint usage” by the three 
countries. The United 
Nations has also stepped 
into the fray with the first 
international convention 
Setting out Guidelines 
Goveniing Dam Con- 
struction. the Convention 
on the Law of the Non- 
NavigutionaJ Uses of 
International Water- 
courses. which was 
adopted by the U.N. 
General Assembly last 
month. 

But Turkey — and 
another big dam-building 
country. China — fought 
the convention on 
grounds that it penalises 
"upsiream" countries. 

Tlie problems drags on 
with analysts seeing no 
quick resolution — espe- 
cially w'iih old disputes 
and political tension 
complicating the picture. 

Turkey says Syria 
showed no concern over 
Ankara’s complaints that 
a dam project in the 
1960s and 1970s on the 
Asi River, which starts in 
Lebanon, seriously limit- 
ed its flow into 'Turkey. 

Syria's territorial claim 
over Turkey's southern 
province of Hatay is not 
likely to help the issue, 
nor is what Turkey says 
is Syrian support for 
Turkish Kurd rebels. 

“As long as this situa- 
tion continues, we carmot 
seriously discuss the 
water problem.” a Turk- 
ish government official 
said recently. 
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Opportunities 

B ■ Jordanians Only 




Coca - Cola Bating Cttqnqf of Jo^ 
totfaefbHovvngiabwcaacies: 

1. Hnanciti Cootraller 

Responsibifities: 

Senior financial position 
Monitor business performance 
Provide financial control services 

Quafifications: 

-CPA 

- Graduate, preferably MBA^ 

- AtleastSyears previous ei^rience 
as Rnanciai Corttrbller or Manager in 
a large company. 

- Experience in preparing consolidated 
monthly repo^ 

- Bq)erience in designing financial procedures 
• Background in internal and external audit 

i 

2. Budget aiti Systems Manager 



Senior financial position. 

Produce business plans, estimates and forecasts 
Design and implement ^ancial systems 

Qualificafions: 

-CPAHnalist 
-University Graduate 

- 3 to 5 years previous experience in the same field 

- Background in internal and external aadk 

- Experience in revievuing external control systems 

- Bcperience in financiat analysis 

- Experience in financial proc^ures design 


a Datebase Adnnnistrator 

Respofsibilitias: 

Maintenanca of database 

Provide database users with ad hoc reports 

Qualifications: 

-Familiarity with Oracle and/or Access 

- University graduate; 

- 3-5 years previous experience in formation 
systems for a farge’eompany 

4. System and Design Arralysts 

Responsibilities; 

Implementetion of computer projects 
Reviewing systems with a view to making 
the more effective 

(teaDfications: 

- Familiarity with Oracle and/or Access 

- University graduate 

- 3-5 years previous experience in formation 
systems for a large company 

Appfotiiorts shoidd be supported by a CV, 
cteltficates and other documents. 

Contact the General Manager, CCBCJ, 

P.O. Box 1414 Aiman 118Z1. 


Coca-Cola Bottling Company Jordan 

is seeking to employ an Executive Secretary 
for the General Manager, who will be 

assigned to the CCBCJ offices in Al-Hizam 
district. 

The applicant should have the following qualifications: 

* Jordanian only 

* Female 

* Fluent in spoken and wntten English and Arabic 

* Previous experience in Arabic/English translation * 

* Computer literate, proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel and PowerPoint 

We offer a very attractive salary based on the applicant's 
qualifications. Transportation to and from the office will be provided. 


Qualified applicants, please contact 

CCBCJ, P.O.B 0 X: 1414 Amman 11812 Jordan 
Attn; General Manager 

Please attach CVs and certificates. 

All applications will be treated in the strictest 
confidence. 





Coca-Cola Bottling Company Jordan 
is seeking to employ 
a Human Resources Manager. 

The applicant should have the following qualifications: 

Jordanian only 

* At least 5 years experience in the same field, preferably in 
a multinational company 

* Capability in personnel training and organizational restructuring 

* Capability in setting up and implementing personnel systems. 


Qualified applicants, please contact 

CCBCJ, P.0.BO3C 1414 Amman 11812 Jordan 
Attn: General Manager 

1 

Please attach CVs and certificates. 

All applications will be treated in the strictest 
confidence. 
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Statistics refute claims of Jordanian 
industries closing down and relocating 


AMMAN — Statistics 
and tables dated July 1, 
1997 and showing names 
of industrialists, "volume 
of investments and num- 
ber of workers refute 
recent rumours and press 
reports that claimed local 
industries were closing 
down and relocating in 
neighbouring countries. 

According to Jordan 
industrial States Corpo- 
ration Director General 
Assem Hindawi, there 
has not been any total 
closure for the past five 
years in terms of giving 
up the [and, cancelling 
contracts or sale of prop- 
erty and fixed assets. 

“Should there be a total 
closure, there are many 
procedures (rent of land, 
sale of properly, can- 
celling or signing con- 
tracts, obtaining 

licences) to be taken, 
especially if the business 
carries a considerable 
investment. No indust^ 
closes down at the Sahab 
industrial estate without 
the corporation knowing 
about it.'‘ he stressed. 

“I honestly have not 
heard of any industry 
closing down totally dur- 
ing the past five years." 
he said. 

“The last closure was a 
small business owned by 
a man and his wife." 
According to Mr. Hin- 
dawi. the woman discov- 
ered that her husband 
was romantically 

involved with another 
woman and stopped 
financing the project.” 

The business closed 
down as a result," Mr. 
Hindawi said. 

Commenting on some 
industries shifting their 
operations to neighbour- 
ing countries the director 
general said; 


By Samir Ghavri 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


‘The relocation news is 
not true at all. What is 
true is that some industri- 
alists are expanding their 
businesses to other mar- 
kets and setting up 
branches there, but that 
does not mean closing 
down their operations 
here." 

Saying that the number 
of projects at the Sahab 
Industrial Estate did 
actually increase. Mr. 
Hindawi added that as 
recently as last month, 
the corporation was 
searching for a space to 
accommodate a newcom- 
er. It succeeded in con- 
vincing an industrialist to 
share half of his hangar 
with the new investor. 

.According to the statis- 
tics and tables provided 
by Mr. Hindawi, there 
was a total of 346 indus- 
trial projects at Sahab as 
of July 1. 1997 compared 
to 34() projects at the end 
of 1996. The projects 
carried a total investment 
of JD593,132.216 
(JD5 16,63 1.708 in 
1996), but the number of 
workers was less as the 
total dropped from 
1 3.5 1 6 at the end of 1 996 
to 13.009 at the begin- 
ning of this month. 

By sector, the statistics 
showed the following 
industries by typ)e. 
investment and work- 
force: 

1) 36 food industries 
having a total investment 
of JD104.252.991 and 
employing 1.747 work- 
ers. 

2) 22 medicine indus- 
tries carrying a 
JD49,0I7,001 invest- 
ments and providing 
work for 844 persons 


3) 82 engineering 

industries (metal and 
electrical) with invest- 
ments totalling 

ID 160.78 1.630 and a 
3-027 workforce. 

4) 49 plastic and rubber 
plants that have 
JD50.7 13,498 in total 
investments and 1,289 
workers. 

5) 48 chemical facto- 
ries. having 

JD42.329.730 in invest- 
ments arid a 1.1 81 work- 
force. 

6) 38 textile and cotton 

plants carrying a total 
investment of 

JD75.528.512 and 

employing 1,949 work- 
ers. 

7) 23 furniture, kitchen 
and door factories with 
investments totaJIing 
JD22.439.156 and 721 
labourers. 

8) 28 printing, paper, 
packing and packaging 
works mat have a tot^ oT 
JD72,030,963 of invest- 
ments and a 1,834 work- 
force. 

9) 10 construction 
industries carrying 
JD12,538,205 invest- 
ments and providing jobs 
for 317 labourers. 

10) 10 leather plants 
valued at JD3,500,000 
and employing 100 
workers. 

Additional information 
and statistics supplied by 
the corporation reveal 
that out of the 346 indus- 
tries. 2S are Arab invest- 
ments, three are foreign, 
29 are Arab-Jordanian 
ventures, four are Arab- 
foreign joint projects, 1 1 
are Jordanian-foreign 
joint ventures and two 
are mixed investments by 
Jordanian, Arab and for- 


There comes a time 

When nothing can betooperfict 
or too beautiful or too 
rare or too personal. 

■'The rings of DAJANIJEWELLERS 
for a woman who is cherished 

A( Amra Forum Hotel Shops. 

' .Am man- Phone: 5527118 


DESIGNED TO PROTECT 
WORN BY THE' SELECT 


DA TAN! 

tf ewellers 

A Precious World 
Of Gold And Gems. 


eign investor. 

These projects add up 
to a total of 78 industries 
valued at JD 145,780,523 
of investments and 
employing 2,817 per- 
sons. The largest of the 
Investments are the joint 
Jordanian-Arab joint 
ventures which include 
29 industries that employ 
1.334 persons and have 
investments valued at 
JD64,223,537, followed 
by Jordanian-Arab-for- 
eign partnership which 
include only two indus- 
tries but are valued at 
JD24,258,242 and 
enmloy 156 employees. 

Tne Arab and foreign 
investors at Sahab 
involved investors from 
more than 20 countries 
comprising Ukraine. 
ItaJy. Pakistan. Britain, 
Taiwan. Cayman Islands, 
Denmark. Saudi Arabia. 
United States. Syria. 
Sweden. China, Iraq, 
Turkey, Canada, France, 
Palestine. Cyprus, 
Lebanon, Egypt, Libya. 
Morocco and Austria. 

TTie laigest of the 78 
industries are Iraqi 
investments as their 
number is around 40 
industries valued at about 
JD45 million and 
employing nearly 1.000 
workers. 

The statements and sta- 
tistics provided by Mr. 
Hindawi also covered the 
names, investments and 
number of employees at 
AJ Hassan Industrial 
Estate in Irbid. 

In chat area, the number 
of industries is 54 and the 
total investments is 
JD55.7 million compared 
to 53 industries valued at 
JD52.6 million at the end 
of 1996. The number of 
workers was 1.856 per- 
sons at the beginning of 
this month (1,822 per- 
sons at the end of 1996). 

By sector, the projects 
are classified as follows: 
1) 14 engineering 

industries ( metal and 
electrical) which invest- 
ments totalling JD31.1 
million and a workforce 
of 916 persons. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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if you like good food, good drinks, nightly music and live orchestra, your only smart choice 
will be the nsv;iy decorated New York New York Restaurant + Pub. 

111? >]£ipp:y 

From 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. daily 
Live sports fia saleflite 
Shmeisani, opposite Haya Centfe Tel. 605307 
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THIS ISTHEENDOFIT' 






The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 18/07A7 17:51 


US Dollar 
DE Mark 
66 Sterling 
. CH Franc 
JPYen 
CA Dollar 
ITUra 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


1.6755 2.9954 
0J9792 121.41 
OJNtt? 1.5473 
0.7273 1.299S 




13723 

11533 i 

13750 

1740.60 

2.0119 

6.0427 

(L823Z 

64.61 

0J686 

97239 

1.1254 

33787 

23651 

193J5 

23038 

291631 

33709 

10.1245 

- 

7833 

03340 

116130 

136J0 

4.1029 

1.2732 
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1536 

17430 

53296 

1M9S 

1.19 

lii 

126531 

13627 

43931 

03646 

150936 

||U^ 

- 

1136 

33712 

73.15 

5732 

Iffii 

864.19 


33006 

243559 

' 1939 

03276 1 

3331 

333100 
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Middle Eastern Cuirenctes 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
GB Sterlling 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Diner 
Lebanese/IOOO 
Egyptian 



0.7090 I 3.7505 j 0.3770 3.6395 0J034 3.6721 1534.00 

I S.2898 I 03317 5.1333 (U279 5.1793 216331 

0.1005 037 03509 038 40931 

935 03045 9.74 

13305 1.0305 0.0534 131 42139 0.9314 

123616 13425 1230 12.10 506633 03314 

13214 0.1027 0.9911 03826 41734 03232 

23449 03457 23726 0.1978 23935 23099 

03091 I 1.1063 0.1112 13736 03595 -13832 45231 





'Curr«i 


SARiyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


Mid-East- Currencies 





Metal Prices 


Metal 


Gold (oz^i 
Silver (oz's) 
Platinum (oz^) 
AL (3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
Zinc (3 Months) 
L3ad (3 Months 
Nl (3 Months) 




Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 



USD 535 532 535 

GBP 6,75 634 7.12 

JPY 031 034 035 

338 3.08 ’ 339 
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336 



339 335 334 338 

135 I 133 136 1.60 

6.73 635 630 


Main Equity Indices 



DOW JONES 
S«P SOO 
FT-SE100 
NIKKiE 22S 
CAC40 
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790134 

-11833 

•135 

8036.1 

787536 

1020.77 

91437 

-1734 

-133 

93131 

9123 

93131 

4656.3 

-92.7 

-137 

4998.1 

46563 

4949 

2024932 

-269.93 

-132 

205453 

20248.1 

205193 

284539 

-1103 

-3.73 

294131 

284331 

29583S 

419633 

-3038 

•0.73 

4204.18 

4173.1 

422731 


JOO Cross Rates 




Coffee (ertbs) 

17432 

Spc4 

'Cocoa (tDtofi)"^ 
Sugar 

■'’■■'1559 

--3303' 

Spot' 

Spot , . . 

Wheat ($rton) 

139 

Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 

2235 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley ($/bsh) 

130 

0 

Spot 

Spot 

Rice (S/lon) 

480 

Spot 


us Dollar 
"GB SteHling 

CH F’rane 
FR Franc 
JPYen 
NL Guilder 
rrura 



0.708 0,710 

1.1645 1.1904 
0395 0397 

03798 03522 
0.1169 0.1173 
03122 0.6153 
03508 03526 
0306 0308 


ank of Jordan. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Slop 
6 Frenzied 
1 0 Superman's garb 

14 Last of the 
Mohicans 

1 5 Roman Catholic 
tribunal 

16 Ship's frame 

17 Winner in 1996 

19 Sea that's a 
lake 

20 Had debts 

21 Kuwaiti ei^il 

22 Powerful 
painkiller 

24 Winner in 1995 
27 Send back to jail 

30 Sale phrase 

31 Tennis serve 

32 Glover or 
DeVito 

35 Clerical title 
39 Prize first 
bestowed in 
1956 

43 “And ~ bed" 

44 Grim 

45 Nasty fellow 
'46 Instance 
49 Fourscore 

51 Winner in 1993 
56 Muse of 
astronomy 
57^ What earth 
orbits 
58 Tiny bit 
62 Trick 
63See17A 

66 Toe the line 

67 Director Khzan 

68 Conspicuous 
success 

69 Beta and 
gamma 

70 Penn or 
Conneiy 

71 In that place 

DOWN 

1 Stephen King 
novel 

2 Sufficient, to a 
poet 

3 Hurt 

4 Actress Bullock 

5 Snaky shape 

6 PfdodKidron, e,g. 

7 Actress 
Ringwald 


n ^^3 14 15 


16 \7 18 ^ llll II I II 


27 28 29 


|3S |36 |37 138 


|49 r ^50 


51 52 53 


156 159 160 161 


8 Hall-of-famer 
Mel 

9 Musical toys 

10 Lumberjabk's 
tool 

11 Emanations 

12 Greek 
philosopher 

13 TVs 
DeGeneres 

18 Calendar word 

23 — Beta Kappa 

25 Griffith or 
Garcia 

26 A Meadows 

27 Phooey! 

26 Reveiberation 

29 Encounter 

33 Pried 

34 Cashew or 
pecan 

36 German 
composer 

37 Obnoxious kid 

38 Whirlpool 

40 Some 
Londoners 

41 Novelist 
Graham 

42 Indigo 

47 “What Kind of 
Fool— r 


iDcaa □□□□ □□□□□ 

[□□□□ □□□□ □□DBQ 
nDQBQClElBDBQBDBQ 

BBS BDBB 

IBDQB BBB □□□□ 
IBBBBB QBD BBB 
IBBBBDBQBBBDniaii 
□□□ BBDBBB 
IBBO QBB BQBBQ 
□BBB ODD 
, fBBQBBDBDBBBiniD 
PDBBQ BBBB BBBD 
nOQBB BBBB DBBD 
IBBBS BBBB HDBB 


0 1997 Thbune Media Servicas, Ina 
AD rights reserved. 


48 Blossom- 
bearing stems 

50 Malfunction 

51 One of 12, often 

52 Island near 
Venezuela 

53 Hall*of-Famer 
Stengel 


54 Port of Rome 

55 Chinese 
indusftial center 

59 Make eyes at 

60 Rip 

61 Before: pref. 

64 Pub quaff 

65 Make, as profit 


ffOREGASr 

AstrvlogerCa^ 

AMES:, ^arct 2\ ta 
April 19)= E)on!t:j»esi^ 
to make ^aiqrjlclBate 

“ yM wabta 

affairs 
you greaflj 
{dea^ of 

be able to hanrtTi» -i^^!^^ 
tic days 

your loved 01 ^ '• 
TAURUS: (ApriT 26 in 
May 20)Tj^: to'.d^ up 
that nusundetstawfiZ 

tod^- between- ytiSsetf 

and a gedd:.- Keod 

Relieve die tension yog 

have been undv ^ 
out on the town.widLyoie 
tiiends 

activities . -whide-?;^^- 
enjoy. 

GEMINI;. (May. 21 -lo 
June 21 ) You sbodd not 
blow your own.rixni 
today, or you could aHen-. 
ate some good- 
which you may iKtf to 
call upon at another'Ume 
for assistance;- Be son 
you doo*t over-indb^ in 
anything later -this 
evening.- .. - 

MOON CHm>IUSNr 
(June 22 to Jidy 21) If you 
make any chai^^ yoik- 
social situation today, 
stop and considi^tiie cod- 
sequences befme' octiag. 
Be sure to drive cacefolly 
vrtiile on the 
dieieby you 9^ avoid 
^y dlMcnlt situations. 
LEO: (July 22 m Apgdst 
21 ) If you use some tact 
in presenting, an idea to 
supmor to^y, you c» 
get die supp^ yciiNe' 
been looking' for. fie mode 
active than usual lata: this 
evening arid ' you caa 
enjoy £e time spend wiA 
your loved ones... 
VIRGO: (Augi^ 22^ 
September 22) An oppcit 
tunity to increase yS 
income wQI be 
today so stay al^ 
listen more to the idea^ 
otiiers later this eve pm 
especially those of fblw 
associates who will ^ 
yon the advice to bec^ 
successful.. . . .J.J21 


K'L. 




-ki?; and 


(Airport road next to the A 
Equestrian club) 


If ’non bkfmmatUin p!e 


iSL“war^p.M taemtiii^riin'k/wof 

to^ysostayial^'D^ 
listen more to the idei^ ^i. — ■ ■ 
otiiers later this evej J | 

“SSSwtoSJn* »egistrationfcr:nei997- 
yon the advice to bec^ | Mdemic yssr for the Pre 
successfiiL. . . > KG1,KG2 and grades 1-9 ’ 

I July. 19! 

wilh an expert in Ikisn:^ ^ fuS SCnOOl prefTliSGS 
today who will nud^' 
stand your ideas, and 
some , good advice. Yon' 
should not be ove^ 
demanding to your 
later this evening odiei-. 
wise you could feel jk 
wrath of him or her. - 
SCORPIO: (October S 
to November 21) if.^ 
continue to daydieam-^ 
the time, you will mis 
out on some fine opportO' 
nities and diereby oot 
gain the suj^rt of a big- 
wig. A fellow associate 
can help you to achieve a 
prized goid if you listen lo 
him or her. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) A small change In 
your daily routine today 
can improve your eSi- 
cieocy immensely, so do 
what is necessary to 
become quite successful- 
You should not let anyone 
get you involved in a silly 
{hsagreemeoL 
CAPRICX)RN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jaouacy 20) A 
good riiend can pve yoa 
stome valuable ^ice 
today concerning the .^tate 
of your finances, go listen 
to what is said and fedlow 
it precisely. Be extremely 
cautious while driving do 
the highway to-a%'oid any < 
i^iEcidties. 

AQUARIUS: (Januaiy 
21 to Febniaiy 19) Clear • 

up that dispute- at - bom5 

today which has been 
causing a lot of discoid 
with your loved on^ 

This can be .(kajc .wiib. 
some simfrie . common 
sense and showing a gi^t > 
deal of tact and apprecia- 
tion towards them. 

PISOES:{FBbn^20to j 
March 20) nils is a good ; 

time today to catch Dpnn 
00 neglected comtmuuca* 
tion -vrith old friends, so 
proceed towards correct- n 

ing this oveiSighL Stick to ) 
die goals you have set for 

yourself without fell and 
thereby you can be .<aic- ( 
cessfiil..- 

Birthstone of ^ 

-Ruby-lftertE)'' 
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Jordan Hmes, Saturday, July 19, 1997 


Hindawi describes rumours 
of closures and press reports 
in this regard as false and misleading 


(CoiuiiHied from pa^ 8> 
2) 14 chemical indus- 


tries valued at J05.8 mil- 
lion and employing 2J2 
wodLcrs. 



Arab Investment and 
International Trade Company 
returns to projftdbUUy 


*4> 


THE ARAB Investment and Tntematw wl TVarf^ Pompany 
succeeded in turning 19% inU) a {xofiiable year after striving 
for the paa four years u> narrow losses. total net sales at 

JD3.5 miniGn aid produedon cost dropping from 84 per cent 
of die sales 10 8] cent, the cooqwiy posted a gross 
adng profit of JD656.000 compared to JD546.000 in 1996. 
After taldi^ into account vazious other adtaiintfiative expexiS^ 
es, dqnedadon and selling expenditures, the net profit stood 
at JIMS AK). 

The company’s annual lepoit hi^K ^tari ifae continued 
effort CO reduce imiebtedness noting that the balance of long- 
tam loans at the end ctf laiU year amounted to JD261.00U 
compared to JD436,(XX> ai the end of 1995. U also higbli^- 
^ dto growth in sales by six per cent de^ie sdffer ccNTip^- 
tioii in the fields of sanilaiy pE^xer, soap and cleaning products. 

Noting that exports of accoimted for 36 per cent of 
total sultt. the conqxiny last year woo a c«ttract to supply Iraq 
with 2.^)0 tonnes of toilet soqi under the oU-for-food agree- 
ment with the United Nations in addition to the soles under the 
Jcmjaniao-lraL|i trade protocol. TTw soap produced by the 
company was also selling at the CK'il Consumer Coiporalioa 
market and die market ilut sells for iiiilitaiy personnel only. 

The cleaning products of the firm were dfiicult to sell, the 
annual report said, “due to large t^xtities of local and foreign 
similar piquets available in the market and our abidance by 
the specHkatiois and standards which limited our capability 
to market our pioducLs.*' 

In order to upgrade and modernise production lines to be 
able to compete in the marker the company has signed a 
JDl 19,000 contract with an Italian firm to produce new types 
of bd>y diapers. The company is also planning to buy new 
production lines to produce sanitary pads for lad^. Grindlays 
Bank is expected to finance this project ( Al Aswaq). 


Ik MemUmdSc/ioof 

CfCHoue^at - .^mman, Jordan 



R^lstration for the 1997 — 98 
academic year forthePreKG, 
KG1, KG2 and grades 1-9 will 
continue from 22nd July, 1997 on 
the school premises 


(Air port road next to the Ar^ 
Equestm club) 


for more informaiion please 
■ contact the .4 dmini \lrailon on 
Tel: 06 '^ 697320 Fax,: 06-697905 


THE BETTER HALF. 




By Glasbergen 



1 know why you complain about mt 
to make me less appealing 
to other women.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED wmO GAME 
• byHMiilAnieMmdlWhaArgHon 


Unscramble these tour JumUes, 
one letter to eech squere, to form 
tour orcHnery woids. 


YUMMG 
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MIMMflMfMd 


KIMPS 


mwmm 

m 

m 



MNEMP 

■ 





HUCHAN 



■ 

■ 



Now eirange the efretedtottere to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gedad by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


f AL* V vy ^ \r V V“V V V N 

■■Toor T I Ljmii I X } 


(Anewera (omorrevd 
jumbiBs: USURP FORGO CRABBY JACKAL 
Answer Where a Junk coUector keeps Ms Inmnlory- 
IN A -SCRAP* BOOK 


3) Ten Plastic and rub- 
ber industries carrying 
JD6.S million in invest- 
ments and employing 
231 labourers. 

4) Eight food industries 
having a total of JD2.2 
million in investments 
and a 103 workforce. 

3} Pour furniture, 
kitchen and door indus 
tries with JD3.3 million 
of investments and 37 
labourers. 

6) Chie industry in the 
field of printing, pack^- 
ing, paper and packing 
with an investment of 
JD3.5 million and a 
workforce of 72 workers. 

7) TWo textile and cot- 
ton plants curying a 
JD2.8 million investment 
and employing 237 
labours. 

8) One factory for con- 
struction industry valued 
at JDSS,000 and employ- 
ing six labourers. 

Of the 54 mentioned 
industries, 14 have Arab, 
foreign or joint ventures 
according to the follow- 
ing breakdown: 

1) Six Arab invest- 
ments totalling JD6.4 
million and employing 
48 workers. 

2) Four Jordanian-Arab 
investments valued at 
JD21.7 million and 
employing 745 employ- 
ees. 

3) Three Jordanian-for- 
eign projects carrying 
investments of about 
JD2.9 million and pro- 
viding jobs for 273 per- 
sons. 

4) One foreign invest- 
ment valued at 
JD200,000 and provid- 
ing work for 24 lalx)ur- 
ers. 

The total value of the 
aforementioned projects 
is about JDS 1.1 tmllion 
and they employ 1,092 
persons. They cover 
mvestroents from Israel, 
U.S., Britaio, Saudi Ara- 
bia, S^a, Ir^, Lebanon 
and Holland. 

Having covered the sta- 
tistics and tables, Mr. 
Hindawi conclude by 
stressing that the Jordan- 
ian market is a free and 
open maiket and that 
funds flow to where it 
can achieve higher return 
and profitability. 

“Jordanian investments 
in neighbouring markets 
should be seen as an opti- 
misation of Jordanian 
capabilities and an expan- 
sion for higher profits to 
benefit Jordanian 

investor and the Kingdom 
in general,'* he empha- 
sised. 

He described rumours of 
closures as false and press 
reports in this reganl as 
torally misleading. 
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10 Sports 

Jordan earns two bronze boxing 

at 8th Pan- Arab Games 




By Aleen Bannayan 
and JSYIF 
press committee 


JORDAN'S BOXING team 
added two more bronze 
meduis and advanced to 
play tor a silver or gold on 
the' 6th day of the Sth Pan- 
Arab Games currently 
underway in Beirut. 

Khaidoun .Abdul Hameed 
won the 57-kilogramme 
bout against Syria's Yousef 
Mahdi to take a bronze and 
Basel Hindawi lost to 
Tunisia'.s Mohammad 
Mamiouri in the /1-kilo- 
gramme semifinal bout to 
settle for another bronze. 

As the table tennis compe- 
tition opened. Jordan beat 
Palestine and Lebanon 3-2. 
and lost to Egypt 3-0. 

The Kingdom will get tw'o 
more medals as boxer 
Mohammad Abu Khadijeh 
was playing the heavy- 
weight semifinal bout 

against Lebanon's AJi 

Mansour in a late match and 
Ayman Al Nadi reached the 
63-kilogramme final after 
beaiing'Syria's Rabi* Hajjar. 


Friday's two medals 
brouaht Jordan's tally up to 
1 2 with two gold, two sil- 
ver and 8 bronze medals. 

Fakhreddln Fuad had 
clinched the Kingdom's 
second gold medal in the 
high jump, while teammate 
APa' Abdul Hadi secured a 
bronze medal in the triple 
Jump in the athletics compe- 
tition. 

.Ayed Khawaldeh had 
become the first Jordanian 
to win three w'eightlilting 
medals: Nada Kawar had 
won Jordon's first gold 
medal in the discus and 
added a silver medal in the 
shot put; .\nial Maiari won 
a bronze in the women's 
marathon; Amer Natour 
took silver and bronze 
medals in fencing while 
Kama! Abdul Majid took 
another bronze in boxing. 

Over 3,000 athletes con- 
verged on Beirut for the 
largest gathering of Arab 
youth since the event was 
last held in Syria in 1992. 

With Iraqi athletes barred 
from competition because 
of a boycott threat by 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 


19 countries are taking part 
in the Beirut Games with 
only Somalia and the 
Comoros missing the event. 

Twenty events are being 
held at the Games excluding 
kick-boxing. handball, 
gymnastics, body-building, 
hockey, diving and water 
polo for technical and finan- 
cial reasons. 

The Kingdom's 1 87- 
strong delegation which 
includes men and 33 
women a^ietes are compet- 
ing in 14 of the 20 events. 
The delegation also 
includes 27 officials. 20 
coaches and 13 referees. 

Jordan dropped participa- 
tion in cycling, tennis and 
voUeybaJl. and will be com- 
peting in athletics, basket- 
ball. karate, swimming, 
taekwondo, table tennis, 
boxing, equestrian, fenc- 
ing. soccer, weightlifting, 
judo, freestyle and Greco- 
Roman wTestling and shoot- 
ing. Ocher events at the 
Games include golf and 
yachting. 

In line with international 
rules, drug testing was 
introduced for the fint time 


since the Arab Gaines were 
launched in 1953. All gold 
medalists are being tested 
for perfonnance-etihancing 
drugs, in addition to one 
other competitor selected in 
a draw in each event. 

Lebanon is hosting the 
Arab world's premier spirts 
event for the first time since 
the second Arab Games in 
1957. 

Jordan has received 
approval to host the 9th 
Pan-Arab Games in 2001. 
Kuwait was chasen as a 
substitute in case Jordan 
withdrew their bid. 

Jordanian sports officials 
have underlined their sup- 
port for organising and 
ing port in the Pan-Arab 
Games which have only 
been held seven times since 
1953. 

But the Games, designed 
to emphasise Arab brother- 
hood. were clouded by 
Lebanon's refusal to grant 
the Iraqi team entiy visas 
for fear of provoking 
Kuwmt and Saudi Arabia. 

Jordan has taken part in 
all past seven Pan-Arab 


Schedule of events of Jordanian competitors at the 
Sth 1^-Arab Games for Saturday July 19, 1997 


Basketball 
Boxing 
Table Teams 
Jodo 

Weightlifting 


Jordan-Thnisia (women's march) 
Bnal rounds 
Jordan-Libya (men) 


Medal standings following Thursday’s events at the 
Sth Pan-Arab Games; 


Nation 

Q 

£ 

H 

Tbtal 

Egypt 

20 

15 

13 

48 

Algeria 

16 

12 

15 

43 

Morocco 

12 

11 

4 

27 

Qatar 

S 

4 

2 

14 

Sandi Arabia 

4 

5 

5 

14 

Tunisia 

4 

2 

6 

12 

Syria 

2 

9 

12 

23 

l^banon 

2 

6 

S 

16 

Jordan 

2 

2 

6 

10 

iCuwait 

1 

5 

8 

14 

Oman 

1 

1 

I 

3 

Sudan 

0 

1 

2 

3 


Games gaining a total of 46 
medals (7 gold, 16 silver, 26 
bronze). 

Jord^ finished 9th overall 
in the last Pan-Arab Games 
in 1992 with 1 gold, 6 silver 
and 6 bronze medals. 


The Pan-Arab Games 

were held in Alexandria 

1953, Beirut 1957, 

Casablanca 1961, Cairo 
1965. Damascus 1976, 

Rabat 1985 and Damascus 
1992. 


Jordan meets Tlinisia tonight in women’s basketball 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

JORD.ANS WOMEN'S 
basketball team Saturday 
meet iheir Tunisian counter- 
parts in their third match 
hoping to score a win to 
keep alive their hopes of a 
bronze medal. 

Jordan boosted their 
chances following a hard 
fought 56-53 win over Syria 
Thursday night. After 
tonight's match (hey will 
next meet Lebanon and a 
win in. one of the two 
matches will put them in 
contention for a top-three 
place. 

Jordan's win over Syria 
was a moral-boosting result 
for the team and women's 
basketball in general as a 
big question mark loomed 
over the team's participation 
in the Pan-.Arab Games 
after they lo.st three of their 
friendly matche.<i against 
Syria and were the only 
given the go-ahead to take 
part in the Games to ensure 
continuity for the women's 
game which had been non- 
existent from 1983-1995 
when the team took pan in 
the Asian Championship. 

Tunisia and Lebanon seem 
to be the top two in the tive- 
teum e\enl. Jordan had lost 
to Egypt 79-46 and Lebanon 
beat .Syria 57-14 in the 
i.'nc:iins: matches. 

Jordans win over Syria 
came when Zina Farah led 



Syria's Elizabeth Simonian makes her way among the Jordanian defence of Jumana 
Saiti and Hala Muheisen fl4) to score a basket during the Pan-Arah Games qualifi- 
cations in Beirut 17 July. Jordan won 56-53 (AFP photo) 


the team as teammates 
Jumana Saiti and Hala 
Muheisen were fouled out 
in the final five minutes of 
die second half. 

V^itfa the combined efrbrts 
of Rana Hussetni who 
scored 11 points, Jumana 
Said with 8. and Muheisen 
11. Jordan ended the first 
half leading 32-22. 

However, at the beginning 
of the second half. Syria 
managed to narrow the gap 
through Elizabeth 

Mbui^ian ahd Eva Sattas 
but Jordan caught up and 
both teams drew at 45-45. 

Syria led 49-45. Jordan 
lost the efforts of fiery play- 
maker Muheisen and Said 
in the 14th minute of the 
second half with Jordan 
leading 52-51. Fatah took 
over the post and scored 4 
consecutive points to hold 
on to a precious victory. 

Jumana Saiti, who was 
chosen as one of the Asian 
Championships' five top 
players in 1995 is leading 
the Jordanian team which 
includes Rana Husseini, 
Hala Muheisen. Zina Farah. 
Luma Abu Judurn. Hind 
Ghouri, Hala Khalaf. Hala 
Ghattas, Lubna Masri, Sirsa 
Naghaway. Tala Mauge and 
Tetyana Qardan 

Basketball is the only 
team sport Jordan's women 
will take port in. Individual 
sports are athletics, swim- 
ming. taekwondo, equestri- 
an and table tennis. 


Soccer chances difficult 

Jordan will meet Oman 
Sunday and will have to win 
by a big maigin after the 
team nearly lost their 
chance to quoli^ to the sec- 
ond round following their 1- 
l draw against Libya 
Thursday night A win was 
vital since all teams in the 
group have not yet scored 
victories and are ded in 
overall points. 

Jordan had tied Lebanon 

1- 1 and Libya and Oman 
were unimpressive in their 

2- 2 draw. 

Aboudi eyes gold 

Weightlifter Ahmad 
Abou^ will contest the gold 
medal today in the 91-tilo- 
gramme category. 

Aboudi will be vying for 
new records in the snatch 
and jerk and combined 
events. 

Shooting practice continues 

After the shooting team of 
Aysor and Mohammad 
Hiyari and Sa'ad Al Absi 
finished fourth among five 
nations, Khaled Naghaway 
will contest the individu^ 
skeet finals starting 
Monday. 

Naghaway continued 
practice Saturday and 
Sunday in preparation for 
the Monday's competition. 


The British Council 
Jordan 
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Britain, a great place to learn English 
To apply to English Language 
Insiitudoris & Universities 
contact the British Council 
Library & Information Services 
Tel: 636147, 636148 
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Semi- Villa — Fully Furnished 

3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, family room, salon 90 sq.m, and 
dining room, pleasant garden, garage, separate electricity, 
water and central heating, central antenna plus satellite 
and Orbit channels. Location: Gardens Str. 

Please contact Tel: 672251 or office 
Tel: 668337 _ 



^WOULDNT YOU LOVE 
TO LIVE HERE? 


Call: 541-1044 


Rent: JD13,000 (unfurnished) 4016,000 (furnished) 


Jordan limes, Saturday, July 19 ^ 

Jordan keeps alive 
qualifying chance 
in men’s basketball 

CHEERED ON by the soccer delegation, Jordan beat 
Morocco 59-47 Friday to keep alive their qualif^g 
in the men's basketball competition at the Sth 
Games in Beirut. 

Jordan will have to beat Syria in their next match Sunday 
hoping that the Saudis also beat Syria to secure the 
Kingtfoms* qualification to the second round. 

Tbe Jordanian team had lost 88-59 to Saadi Arabia com- 
plicating their chances of advancing to the second round 
from Group 1 which also includes Libya. GFoup-2 include 
Lebanon. Qatar, the UAE and Kuwait 
The top two teams in each group will contest the semifi- 
nal round starting July 23. 

Against Morocco the Kingdom's team seemed to have 
the upper hand and got over the technical difficulties sur- 
rounding the head coach whose tantrums led officials to 
add Rizeq Masri and women's coach l^idi Sabbah to assist 
him during matches. 

Zeid AUthas, a key player who has just returned from 
Korea after an impressive performance in the Asian All- 
Star Game led the team but was carefully guarded and was 
held to only 8 points as teammate Husam Lutfi carried the 
team and scor^ 22 points. - 

Jordan took a 20- 10 lead and won the first half 27-19, 
The Kingdom's team maintained their lead and set the 
pace as younger teammates Mahmoud Sb'aban and Faisal 
Nsour played. 

Jord:m had scored a 95-66 win over Libya in their first 
match. 

The team is led by a young lineup having a tough task 
ahead with big names like Hilal Barakat, Yousef ZaghJoul, 
Naser Bushnaq and Marwan Ma'touq missing from the 
lineup. 

Jordan had objected to the two group draw since rules 
stipulate that the nine competing teams should have btto 
divided into three groups with the titleholders (Syria) atop 
one group, the runner up (Jordan) in another the hosts 
(Lebanon) in the third. 

However, Lebanese officials said Jordan's representative 
had not lodged a formal protest at the time of the draw it 
would not i^ accepted. 

Jordan had won the first gold medal in team sports when 
the basketball team were crowned champions after defeat- 
ing Iraq 80-78 in the final in the 1985 Games in Morocco. 
Tiuy finished runner-up behind Syria in the 1992 Games in 
Syria. 

Blocked by traffic, 
cycling race suspended 


BAALBEK (AP) — The 
50-kilometre counter- 
clockwise men’s cycling 
race was suspended Friday 
in Eastern Lebanon after 
heavy car traffic blocked 
the route and a contestant 
was hit by a passing vehi- 
cle. 

Oman's Yousef Khanfar 
Ai Shikli. 60. was slightly 
injured in the hand. 

Organisers said an 
announcement would be 
made later to determine 
whether to reschedule the 
race or cancel it. 

Five other competitions 
were to be contested for 
medals in tiie Beirut area 
later Friday — three in 
women’s judo and two in 
men’s judo. 

Only three of the 15 
cyclists were able to finish 
the race on a country road 
between the town of 
Chtoura and the ancient city 
of Baalbek. 

Al-Shikli, who came third 


in the race, buinp^ iaio 
two cars on the road. 15 
kilometres into the ract^ 
Five more kilcanetres 
down the road, he lost bal- 
ance and was hit by a cv as 
he tried to abruptly "stop 
after cars blocked tiieToad 
Algerian refera 

Mohammed NassereddiiK 
complained that tiie road 
should have been clear of 
cars. 

“Arab and intematiooal 
standards were lacking for 
such a race," he said. 

Tlie race began at 9:30 
a.m.. Syria's Mahmoud 
Katebi, 53, finished first, 
followed by Algeria’s 
Suleiman Bu Zeitoun. 64. 

All Darwish of the United 
Arab Emirates was ihf 
fourth and last to reach the 
finish line near the Roman 
ruins of Baalbek. The 
remaining 1 1 gave up after 
they were coiffiooted with 
vehicles that blocked the 
road. 
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National Rally to be WARtii^ 
held July 25 




AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
third round of the 1997 
Jordan Drivers Open starts 
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Friday July 25 when drivers 
pass through 73.32 kilome- 
tres of special stages in the 
288.49-kilometre-long 
national rally. 

Drivers will head north to 
Marsa'a, Rumman, Sleibi. 
in asphalt and track stage.^ 
taking the reverse rouie to 
return back to Marsa'a. 

After regrouping at the 
Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan, the rally will con- 
tinue to two stages each at 
Rumm&D and Sleihi before 
the event concludes si 
about 6:30 p.m. 
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TEL:634144 


PHILADELPHIA 


XI 1 #/ 


A PHILADELPHIA 


Jfni Carrey ... in 


LIAR LIAR 


Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


"Y" CINEMA 


TEL:699238 




CINEMA 


■jnEL:677420 


Keanu Reeves ... in 

A WALK IN 
THE CLOUDS 

Show's: 12:30.3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


V 


PLAZA 










Tom Cruise...in 

JERRY MAGUIRE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30 

Adel Imam... in 

BAKHIT AND ADEELAH<PART 2) 
(AUardai wal kanaka) 

Shows: 8:30 - 10:30 


V. 


CONCORD 


/V 


CONCORD 

Harrison Ford <& Brad Pitt...in 

DEVIL’S OWN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD 

Michael Jordan...in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 



Habil & Hishaffl's-TliBatxa 

TEL: 625155 ■ 


The satirical play 
AMNAIAIYAHO 
performance starts at 8:30 p.m. 
The theatre is closed every' Friday, 
For reservations call 625155 
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2nd Division Basketball 

Wihdat, Jeel, Ashrafieh and 
Raya move to final round 


By a Jordan ttmes 
Stair Reporter 

AMMAN — The pielinii- 
n^' round of the Second 
Division Basketball 
Championship ended Fri- 
day with A] Vnhdai, A! 
Jeel. A1 Asfarafieb and Al 
Raya advancing mtbc sec- 
ond and final round the 
winner of which will be 
promoted to the Rrst Divi- 
sion as of ihe.l99S season. 

While qualification rest- 
ed on light competition in 
the Amm^ Group A 
maiches. Group B teams 
in Irbid had the easier ride 
and advanced to the final 
round by. default. 

In Ammao. Hofnencmen, 
previously a Fust Division 
team, who have failed to 
gain promotion for the 
third year running, fought 
it out against newcomers 
AJ \Mhdat who seem to be 
determined to have a soc- 
cessful first season in bas- 
ketball alongside their 
record-holding soccer 
team. 

Al Wihdat beat Homent- 
men 109-S4 and both 
teams tied in ov'enill 
points but Al wihdat qual- 
ified on score difference. 

They will be joined by 
Al Jeel who beat Abu 
Nusair 61-39 Friday 
evening. Ebbin and Sama 
had another match in Irbid 
the result of which was 
unavailable by {H'ess and 


does hot affect the overall 
sta»d|ng.s. 

• Al Jeel and Ai Wihdat 
will face Asbrafieh and 
Raya in the second round 
stai^g next week with 
the teams from Amman 
having the better advan- 
tage OTd chance of making 
it to the First Division 
. which now includes 
Jazireh; Abli, Ordiodoxi, 
and Jalil who will be 
joined by Hussein and this 
year's newly promoted 
team. Al Watoni and 
Yannouk were relegated 
to tbc Second Division 
this year. 

AJ Jeel remained the 
only unbeaten team in 
preliminary round in 


which 12 teams represent- 
ing both Second and 
Third Division clubs 
played in two groups. 

Group A included Al 
Jed. Abu Nusair. Moment- 
men and Al ^^hdat and 
Shihan. Group B included 
Gaset Hashem, Al Raya. 
Qanum, B)bin. Sama and 
^ Ashi^eh. 

The top two teams in 
each group qualified to the 
final round. 

The Jordan Basketball 
Federation rules stipulate 
that Second Division 
teams be required to regis- 
ter under- 16 teams as a 
prerequisite for participa- 
tion as of the coming sea- 
.<u3n. 


Standiflffl after round 


GroupA 

TE^ 

E 


L 

S£ 

3A 

E 

. * Al Jeel 

.4 

4 

. 

277 

184 

8 

•HoRKDOoen 

5 

2 

3 

282 

280 

7 

■'Whda'V.^ , 

>• 4 - 

3 

•■1 

347- 

"286 

7 

' Afaii Nusair 

-4 

2 1 

2 

225 

227 

6 

^han ^ ' 

4 


4 

176 

310 

4 


*FuMf 

Group B 

TEAM . 
■Ashrafieh 
•Raj^ 
Qaiiiim • 
Hjbin ' 

G. Hasbem 
Sama - 


■ pulled puf of compeihioti 


Z 

5 

5 

5 

4 

5 
4 


W 

5 

4 

1 

4 

1 


L SE SA ns. 

- 272 142 10 

1 257 175 

3 215 189 

2 189 185 

4 196 200 

4 99 289 


■ paalffied ta fbutl round 



Prince Naseem Hamed (L) squares up to his next opponent, Ai^gentiaian Juan 
Cabrera at a pre fight news conference. Hamed, the current World Boxii^ 
Organisation featherweight champion, predicted diat he would knock his 
nent out in the second round on Jnly 19 (Reuters photo) 


Kuerten 
suffers 
more trouble 
in Stuttgart 

STUTTGART (RJ — 
French Open champion 
Gustavo Kuenen, going 
through bard times since 
his unexpected triumph on 
the Paris clay last month, 
pulled out of the snmgart 
clay-court tournament with 
injury on Thureday. 

Brazilian Kuerten, who 
stumbled out of Wimble- 
don at the first hurdle when 
he fell in five sets to little- 
known American Justin 
Gimelstob. was nailing 4-1 
to Spaniard Felix Mantilla 
when he fetired with a 
pulled stomach muscle. 

Kuerten, seeded eighth 
here, was not the only one 
to suffer pain as local hero 
Boris Beci^r bad earlier 
pulled out with a Imee 
injury minutes before the 
start of his scheduled diird 
round match against 
Spaniard Albert Costa. 

Becker, playing his first 
tournament since his emo- 
tional farewell to Wimble- 
don. left Stuttgart for 
Munich wbno he will see 
his doctor oikI decide 
whether to take pan in next 
week's tournament in 
Kitzbuehel. Austria. 

There was disappoint- 
ment also for Chilean 
Marcelo Rios, the fifth 
seed, who was crushed in 
straight sets by unseeded 
Karol Kucera of Slovakia. 

Kucera now meets for- 
mer French C^n champi- 
on Serg! Broguera of 
Spain. 


Seles not ready to roll over 
for younger generation 


M.AHWAH. New Jersey 
(R) — Monica ^les is not 
ready to pass the torch to 
the younger generation rep- 
lesMted by two higb-pt^ 
file 16-year-olds, top- 
ranked Martina Hingis of 
Switzerland and Russian 
star Anna Kouniikova, now 
ranked 25th. 

“Every seven, eight years, 
them's a new generation of 
young players coming 
along to push the older 
ones," said the 23-year-oJd 
Seles, involved in a non- 
WTA tour even this week in 
her first action since Wim- 
bledon. 

“We're not ready to roll 
over. When Jennifer 
Capriati and I came along 
Steffi (Graf) and Gaby 
(Gabriela Sabatini) felt the 
same way. I'm still veiy 
young, ready for the chal- 
lenge. These younger play- 
ers provide us with extra 
motivation." 

Seles believes that Graf 
feels the same, “a lot 
depends on how much time 
she will be able to practice 
before coming back “from 
knee surgery, said Seles, 
who has won nine grand 
slam tides and Graf 21. “It 
will take a while but if any- 
one can do it, I think that 
Steffi can. She's an awfully 
hard worker." 

Seles opened her action at 
the S125.000 AP Gassic 
Thursday night with a 6-1 
6-1 victory over American 
qualifier Terry Ann Zawac- 
la in 5 1 minutes. 

Despite 41 winners. Seles 



Anna Koornikoya 

was unhappy uith the 27 
unforced errors that she 
committed. “I will have to 
raise the level of my game 
in the next round," she said. 

In the quarter-finals, Seles 
will play hard-hitting 15- 
year-old Miijana Lucic of 
Croatia, w'ho has moved to 
68th in the world after only 
three pro tournaments. 

Kouraikox’a. a semi-final- 
ist in her first Wimbledon 
earlier this month, is seeded 


second here. 

Seles says she has been 
working hard to regain her 
former world championship 
form. But she admits that it 
has been a hard struggle 
and that it will be long way 
to go. 

“When you have not been 
playing for tw'o and a half 
years, you don't have the 
same conviction when you 
hit a tennis ball," said the 
Yugoslav-bom player, who 


became a U.S. citizen in 
1994. She was put out of 
action when she was 
stabbed her in the back at a 
touraamenl in Hamburg. 
Germanv. on April 30. 
1993. 

"Those years were stolen 
from me and there's noth- 
ing one can do to change it. 
That’s the fact and you have 
10 move on." 

To Seles, tennis is “still 
fun" even though she says 
that "losses are still hard to 
take." returaing to earlier 
form is what drives her on. 
‘To have a dominant game. 

' a lot of things have to come 
together." she said. 

'if 1 didn't think 1 could 
do that then 1 wouldn't be 
out there. I need the same 
foundation in my game that 
I bad in 1992. I want to 
reclaim the feeling I used to 
have, to be able to control 
the points. Sometimes I feel 
I have it in the beginning of 
matches and then I lose that 
consistency." 

But she continues to 
search for the champi- 
onship touch that carried 
her to eight of her Nine 
Grand Slam crowns before 
the knifing. 

Winning Grand Slams is 
still her major goal, ‘i 
played well at the French 
Open (losing a tough three- 
setter to Hingis in semi- 
finals) but I didn't regain 
that form at Wimblecton," 
she said. T'm hoping for a 
good summer lea^ng up to 
the U.S. Open. 


Chang rallies to reach Washington ATP quarter-final 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
World No. 2 Michael 
Chang rallied to beat 
163rd-ranked fellow- Amer- 
ican Michael Joyce 4-6. 6- 
1, 6-2 here Thursday to 
reach the quarter-finals of 
the ATP Waslungton classic 
— then admitted chat he is 
still not at his best 
Top-seed ^ang is seek- 
ing a tour-best fifth title of 
the year id his firs hard- 
court lournument since 
winning ax Hong Kong in 
April and the $675,000 
Washington event is the 
first tune-up for the U.S. 


Open which is just five- 
and-a-half weeks away. 

“My complete game is 
not there yet but Ti^om- 
peting welV^^d ^ang. 
adding; 'T know the things I 
need to work on. Every- 
thing can be better." 

CImg, 30*10 overall and 
25-3 on bardcouits this 
year, hit 15 aces and won 
five of eight break points to 
advance in 92 miDutes. 

ft was his second three set 
match alter his tough strug- 
gle against Mexican Luis 
Herrera in the second 
round. 


'Tt's good to get through 
these kind of matches." 
Chang said. 

“As the summer goes on. 
these matches m^e you 
tougher mentally." 

(2hang advanced to a 
showdown with 66tb- 
ranked Scott Draper of Aus- 
tralia. Draper, who beat 
American Steve Campbell 
6-3. 7-6 (9/7). is I-l against 
Chang, ousting him last 
month at the Queen’s Cup. 

"Scott plays a good 
around game." Chang said. 

“He has a good serve- 


and-volley game and plays 
well from the back. He has 
developed his game and 
become a more dangerous 
player." 

Second-seed Petr Korda 
ensured his return to the 
world's top-20 after an 
absence of almost two-and- 
a-balf years, beating Dutch- 
man Femon Wibier 6-4. 6- 
4. 

The 21 St-ranked Czech 
veteran was as high as fifth 
in the world in 1992 when 
he finished second at the 
French Open — his best 


Grand Slam showing but he 
has not been in the top 20 
since February 6, 1995. 

Korda plays doubles part- 
ner Tommy Haas, the 
eighth seed from Germany, 
in the quarter-finals. Haas 
beat Denmark's Kenneth 
Carlsen 6-7 (6/8), 6-4, 64. 

Other quarter-finals send 
qualifier David Wheaton, 
rated 232nd, against fellow 
American Vince Spadea 
and New Zealand's Brett 
Steven against 192nd- 
ranked Ranier Schuttler of 
Germany. 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

1. Industrial Engineer, to be appointed as 
Management representative for ISO 9000 
certification. Candidate must be young, 
energetic and ambitious with a very good 
command of the English language. 

2. Multi-media programmer, candidate must be 

dedicated, energetic and creative, 
evs to be sent to (962-6-61385^ with telephone 
numbers to arrange for interviews. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located in Abdoun, near the Anrerican Embassy. 
3 bedrooms (one large master), 3 bathrooms, 
large k'ltchen, centra) heating, 1st floor up, closed 
in Balcony. 

Please call 711653 between 
2:00 p.m. and 6;(X) p.m. 


Secretary Needed 

A commercial firm has a vacancy for a 
presentable secretary with the following 
qualifications: Proficient in both English ana 
Arabic languages (reading, writing and 
conversation), capable of using computer, telex, 
tex and experience in filing. 

For an appointment please call 
Tel; 673750i Mr, Zaid 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

Only for diplomats and foreigners. A one or two 
.or three-bedroom fully furnished apartments, 
I provided with swimmirig pool, private club only 
* for our clients. The building and the furniture are 
very new. 

European atmosphere and class treatment, 
specai sweets for VIP. 

Please contact directly with the owner, 
Tel. 623725 or 079/38198. (You are most 
welcome to Dahyat Al-Rasheed Dipiomat 
Building), behind Jerusalem Hotel ^ 

University Street. 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Social ProducliYitv P mgrainme 

The United NaUons .Deveiofxnent Programme (UNDP) In Jordan is inviting 
interested irKlMducds to submit appileatkms tor the poeition of Director of the Project 
Coordination and Support Unit ^CSU) erf the Jordanian Qovenvnenre Soda) 
ProductMly Programme (SPP). The SPP, formally armounced In April of this year, is 
a multi-year initiative which is intended to (1) lift all Jordanians above the poverty Une, 
(2) raise the Bving conditfons of the poor through universa) access to good public 
iiTfrastructure and seiMces, and (3) allevlats the situation of un-employment among 
the poor. 

The responsibility for managing an6 coordinating the SPP will be vested In the 
PCSU, wNch faUs under Vie authority of and will be housed within the Ministry of 
Renning (MoP). By furiding wid Implementing the PCSU, UNDP-Jordan’s main 
objective b to assist the Government with establishing an effective mechanism to 
programme, mobilize resources, coordinate, and morxtor the SPP as a whole ard Its 
various co mp onents. As such, the Dfrsetor should be a JordaniBn citfzer] and a 
mid-career professional with significarTt managerial and sodai science expertise, and 
have thorough Knowledge of botii the Government of Jordan and the donor 
community. 

Specific responsiUiltles of the position Indude the following; 

- To maintain regular contacts vrith and advise th4 Minister of Plarming, the 

Streelng Committee, and all coffcemed parlies charged with the implsmernation 
of the SPP program through information sharir>g and ensuring coonfination 
among ttie various comportsnis. ^ 

- To maintain regular contacts with all concerned donors regarding scope, purpose 
and objective of the SPP and project Implementation issues. 

- To ensure that the Unit's tasks are compieted In a timely and professionai 
manner in conformance with SPP objectfves. 

- To participate as an active member on boards and committees which are being 
establish^ to guide the rniplementation of SPP project components, as wdl as 
overseeing the progress of these compor>ents. 

- To'super^se the generation and analysis of data and pr^aration of all jeports, 
progrmme planning, annual project implementation repc^, technical, ai^ ad 
hoc reports. - 

Qualifications and Experience: 

- MA or PH.D. in an appropriate field such as economics, sodai science, or 
technical areas related to the SPP and a minimum ten years of proven management 
experience hi government the private sector, or the non-governmental community as 
demonstrated by specific accomplishments and cdiatxiratfve management 
apjxoaches. 

- Technical expertise and knowledge d Jordanian national polldes to address 
sustainable economic growth, poverty alleviation, employment generation and. 
equitable access to services. 

- Complete fluency in Arabic and English with experience in report preparation and 
writing, a^ proven leadership, interpersonal, and team-building sMIts. 

All applications should be received in our office.no later than July 31, 1997 in an 
envelope marked Social Productivity Programme. Short-listed candidates will be 
expected to take a written test and appear before an intenriew panel. 

UNDP, P.O. Box 35286. Amman 11180, Jordan 


tils French Cuftural Centre open the door for AH | 

to regietrant'tiw following French Language Courses till 25 / 7 / 97 
the courses win- bg. held during 26/7-21/8/97 


5 days a wee 


i 



4-7 p.m Courses 


Fees: 70 JD. 


hours daily 



Coopers 
&Ly brand 






We are seeking to recruit qualified accountants for our expanding UAE 
practice. Ideal candidates will be in professional practice, will have a 
mmimum of two years post qualification experience, be familiar with 
wmdows based spreadsheet and word processing ^plications, and be 
fluent in Arabic and English. 

The position offers an excellent remuneration package. 

Suitable candidates should apply in confidence to: 


The Human Resources Partner 

Coopers & Lybrand 

PO Box 27674 

Dubai 

U.A.E. 

Fax (04)321572 


Only successful applicants will be contacted 

Sfriutions 

forBusmess 









12 News 

Frustrated Ttirkey 
lowers EU priority 


Jordan Times, Saturday, July 19, 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey, frustrated by exclu- 
sion from the European 
Union's enlargement plans, 
suggested Friday reduced 
interest in full membership 
of the union, saying it 
would seek new coopera- 
tion with other areas in the 
world. 

'Turkey is not con- 
demned to a waiting 
process whose duration and 
result ore uncertain." 
Foreign Minister Ismail 
Cem^told a news confer- 
ence here to outline the 
new Turkish govemment's 
foreign pl3licy“priorili®7 

“'On the one hand, Turkey 
wiU continue its efforts to 

join the EU-without mak- 

ing this issue an obse'ssionr"- 
And on the ocher hand, (it) 
will take- -its- political- and^- 
economic dynamism to” 
other pans of the world," 
Mr. Cem said. 

The European 

Commission on Tuesday 
agreed to back the entry of 
five eastern European 
states plus Cyprus into the 
EU in the next decade, with 
accession talks due to stan* 
in early 1998. 

Turkey, another candi- 
date. was given no such 


encouragement. 

*This move is unjust, but 
is not the end of the world 
for Turkey," Mr. Cem said. 
“Also, let the other side 
(the ElT) think a UttJe bit 
about what it will lose 
without Turkey’s 

dynamism. 

“Turkey, with its geo- 
graphic, historical and cul- 
ture features, is both 
European and Asian at the 
same time. This is our priv- 
ilege and strength," he said. 

P4r. Cem said his govern- 
ment would In particular 
seek to boost economic ties 
w i t h ' l ar g E-^caie economies 
of Russia, India and China. 

Turkey and Russia are 
already each other's second 
biggest trading partner. 
Bilateral trade last year 
exceeded $10 " billiom- 
according to officials from 
both countries. 

Turkey's bilateral trade 
with China and India in 
1^5 totalled $600 million 
and $260 million respec- 
tively. 

The foreign minister of 
the new government, 
formed this month, said 
Ankara will also seek to 
bolster trade ties with 
Islamic states and Black 


Sea and southeast Asian 
countries. 

Mr. Cem is from the 
Democratic Left Party of 
nationalist deputy prime 
minister. Bulent l^evit, 
who is known for his hard- 
line policies on the Cyprus 
question and support for 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein in disputes with 
the United States. 

The so-called agenda 
2000 document agreed at 
the European Commission 
on EU enlargement still has 
to be approved by the heads 
of state or government of 
all current members at a 
meeting in December. 

For countries not includ- 
ed. the commission pro- 
posed the creation of a 
standing conference des- 
igned to help them address 
the problems which cur- 
rently stand as barriers to 
their membership. 

Turkey, which has had a 
membership application 
rejected, will ^so be 
included in the standing 
conference, despite reser- 
vations in some quarters 
about the implications of 
integrating a large Muslim 
state into the union. 


TurMslrfflinister threatens 
employees on Islamic dress 


ANKARA (R) — A cabinet 
member in Turkey’s new 
government wanied his ' 
ministry employees Friday 
to comply with 'secularist 
laws that ba n wearin g 
Islamic-style cIotlung_ at 
work. 

“1 request our public 
woikers to conduct them- 
selves in line with the dress 
laws." Finance Minister 
Zekeriya Temizei said in a 
circular to his ministry 
workers. 


’Those who do not com- 
ply^with the laws will face 
disciplinary investigation." 
Mr. Temizei said. He 
-^enianded that women 
employees not wear Islamic 
nesmscarvH'. 

— Former— Islamist Prime 
Minister Necmettin 

Erbakan bad attempted to 
loosen secularist restric- 
tions on wearing Islamic 
clothing in public offices. 

But he resigned as prime 
minister last month under 


intense pressure from the 
secularist army and was 
replaced by secularist 
Mesut Yilmaz. 

The finance ministry was 
previously controlled by the 
Islamist wing of Mr. 
Erbakan's coalition. 

“Although I am newly 
appointed. I have not seen 
anybody wearing head- 
scarves in the ministry," a 
ministry official told 
Reuters. 



The U.S. space shuttle Columbia completes its Landing roll with its drag chute deplo 3 red, and flanked by 
flood lights on runway 33 at Kennedy Space Centers Florida on Thursd ay. Columbia and her seven-person 
crew returned to Eai^ at ttie completion of a 16-day science mission (AIT photo) 


Algeria 
warns FIS 
leader on 
parole 

ALGIERS (AFPJ — The 
Algerian interior minisiiy 
Friday warned Islamist 
leader Abassi Madani 
against violating the condi- 
tions set for his parole fol- 
lowing lemarics made to the 
press. 

Interior Minister Mustafa 
Ben Man sour issued an 
order Thursday saying that 
under the conations of his 
parole Mr. Madani “must 
refrain from any verbal or 
written statement to the 
n^onal or international 
media." 

In a statement to die media 
'niursday Mr. Madani urged 
an end to the violence Aat 
has 5wq>t the north African 
country since 1992. 

Mr. Madani was also pro- 
hibited from taking part “in 
any meeting or public 
demonstration" and any 
’land of partisan or political 
activities." according to the 
order quoted by the official 
APS news agency. 



THE ONE AND ONLY IN JORDAN 

:HVE AMERICAN RESTAURANTS ONE FOOD COURT 
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Five Self Service Counters 
Let your appetite ^uide your choices from 
any of our (delicious five self service 
counters at the ground floor and enjoy 
your eating outside in a relaxing 
atmosphere at our patio seating area. 

Full Service Restaurant 
Enjoy the e!egance_ o ur full service 
restaurant at the~second floor and let our 
professional waiters and waitresses 
welcome and serve you from our selected 
variety of all the five concepts 


JIJICE BAM 





I'OQVRT 



^ Jd 1^ -7^^* ^ ^ 

duipiS dod^yi 
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DUNKIN' DONUTS 


GRSTEL’S 

PRETZELS 


jiji - j^LkJL) aJLJI UjLiUl IS 

THE CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL TOURISTIC RESTAURANTS 
ABDOUN CIRCLE 



Columbia returns home 
after 16 days in space 


CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Florida (R) — The U.S. 
space shuttle Columbia 
touched down at sunrise 
Thursday in Florida after 
completing a research mis- 
sion cut short in April. 

Columbia, the oldest of 
NASA's four shuttles, land- 
ed at Florida's Kennedy 
space centre at 6:46 a.m. 
EDT (1046 GMT) under 
the fir^ rays of the morn- 
ing sun. 

“Welcome home. 

Columbia. Congratulations 
on a perfect mission," mis- 
sion controFs Dom Goiie 
radioed the shuttle after it 
came to a stop on the run- 
way. 

Tt was great 'to be up 
there and it’s good -to be 
back,'* shuttle commander 
Jim Halsell replied. 

Columbia’s belly caught 
the morning sun as the c:^ 
soared above Florida's east 
coast, rattling windows 
with a powe^l double 
sonic boom. Views of the 
shuttle’s fin^ approach to 
its 4.500-metre runway 
were broadcast from a 
camera mounted in the 
cockpit window of co-pilot 
Susan Still. 

With Com. Halsell and 
Co-pilot Still aboard 


Columbia were astronauts 
Don Thomas. Janice Voss 
and Michael Gemhaidt and 
g;uest researchers Roger 
Crouch and Gregory 
Linteris. 

During their 16-day mis- 
sion, the astronauts com- 
plete an $86 million 
research programme left 
unfinished in April, when 
the shuttle had to return to 
earth 12 days eariy because 
of a defective power gener- 
ator. 

It was the first time 
NASA had sent a shuttle 
and its crew back to space 
to complete a mission. 
Columbia was made ready 
for its second try at tiiie 
nussion in near-record 
tinoe, spending only S6 
days in its han^. 

“We feel very satisfied at 
this point in time because 
we've been able to accom- 
plish the mission that we 
set out to do back in April," 
Om. Halsell said after 
leaving the shuttle. *We 
got all the' scietice, plus 
more that we were antici- 
pating." 

Since blasting off, July 1, 
Columbia’s crew per- 
formed more than 30 
experiments and ignited 
206 controlled fires for 


combustion researcl^ 42 
more tiian originally 
planned. 

“We've done better tiiao 
anybody expected," mis- 
sion scientist Michael 
Robinson said. 

The combustion research, 
which took place inside 
specially designed safety 
containers, could bring 
direct benefits for ev^day 
life on earth, according to 
project scientists. 

‘it may lead to better gas 
mileage and less auto emis- 
sions," said Paul Ronney of 
the University of Southern 
Califonua in Los Angeles. 

Other research in the 
shuttle’s bus-sized labora- 
tory involved plant growth 
in zero gravity and 
attempts to develop new 
materials, including metal- 
lic glass. 

Shuttle programme man- 
ager Tommy HoUoway told 
a news conference aft^ the 
landing there were no plans 
to move up Shuttle 
Atiantis' planned 

September visit to Russia’s 
ailing Mir space station. 

NASA's next shuttle mis- 
sion, an atmospheric 
research fli^t. is tentative- 
ly scheduled for launch, 
Aug. 7. 


EU trying to arrange Levy- 
Arafat meeting in Brussels 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
LLS. is preparing a new ini- 
liutive to start talks on a 
tinal Israeli-Palestinian 
peace settlement within two 
months, Israel TV said 
I'hursday. 

The report, which could 
not be officially coofinned, 
came amid a fluny of 
diplomatic contacts aimed 
at ending the four-month 
crisis between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

An Israeli official con- 
firmed media reports that 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat met the previous 
evening with Ami Ayalon. 
ihe head of Israel's Shin 
Bet security service. 

And European Union 
iRU) envoy Miguel 
Moratinos said the EU 
hopes to anrange a meeting 
liciween Mr. Arafat and 
liraeli Foreign Minister 
liuvid Levy in Brussels 
later this month. 

Mr. Moratinos, who met 
Wednesday with Mr. Arafat 
m Gaza, said Mr. Levy was 
expected to address the 
l-.U's foreign ministers’ 
meeting in Brussels, July 
22. “We want Mr. Arafat to 
.■(tend this meeting so...We 
can get this process going," 
he said. 

The Palestinians broke oft 
contact with Israel in mid- 
March after Israel began 
building a new Jewish set- 
tlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem, claimed by ffie 
Palestinians as a future cap- . 
itul, Mr. Arafat has refused 
to meet with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, saying Israel 
would first have to stop 
building Jewish settlements 
i>n disputed land. 

In recent days there have 
been lower-level contacts 
between Israel’s, defence 
minister and the F^estiniao 
planning minister to discuss 
unresolved issues in the 


interim peace accords, such 
as Israel's failure to estab- 
lish a land passage for 
Palestinians between the 
West Bank and Gaza. 
However, no progress was 
reported. 

Israel's Channel 2 TV 
said the Arafat-AyaJon 
meeting focused on Tsfael's 
charges that Palestinian 
policemen had planned 
attacks against Israeli civil- 
ians. 

Israel this week arrested 
four Palestinian policemen 
accused of planning such 
attacks. 

Mr. Arafat Thursday 
called the arrests by Israel 
“a big mistake." 

During Wednesday's 
meeting, Mr. Ayalon cold 
Mr. Arafat that the issue 
constituted “the most 
severe violation" by foe 
Palestinians since the peace 
process began and warned 
him that the Palestinians 
must seriously investigate 
Israel's claims, the report 
said. 

Mr. Ayalon also told Mr. 
Arafat that his rule and per- 
haps his life were endan- 
gned by such subterfuge 
witffin his ranks, it said. 

Mr. Netanyahu's adviser, 
David Bar-Ulan confirmed 
the meeting took place, and 
said Israel has clear evi- 
dence tiiat “orders were 
issued by high-ups in the 
[E^stinian] aimed forces.’’ 
Mr. Bar-IUan could not 
confirm the Israel TV 
report about an American 
plan to jump-start peace 
talks. 

According to Che TV, U.S. 
special envoy Dennis Ross 
would return to the region 
in August with proposals to 
begin talks the following 
month on a final Israeli- 
Palestinian peace settle- 
ment, in hopes of complet- 
ing them within six months. 

Mr. Netanyahu himself 


suggested this earlier this 
year, but the Palestinians 
reacted coolly, fearing he 
was trying to evade Israel’s 
remaining commitments 
under the interim autonomy 
accords. 

The final settlement is to 
address the Palestinians' 
aspirations for full state- 
hood as well as thorny 
issues like the future of 
Jerusalem, Jewish settlers 
and Palestinian refugees. 

To address the 
Palestinians' fears, the U.S. 
is proposing that the talks 
begin concurrent to another 
Israeli pullout from at least 
12 per cent of the West 
Bank, the TV sdd. 

The Palestinians currently 
have full or partial autono- 
my in just over a quaner of 
the territory, and Israel has 
pledged to cany out three 
further puUbaclu. In March 
Mr. Netanyahu offered a 
first-phase pullout of two 
per cent of the land. The 
Palestinians rejected that as 
too little and it was never 
implemented. 

Also Thursday, Israel 
announced it had uncovered 
a Hamas cell and arrested 
16 of its militant members 
who were planning another 
attack on Israel. A state- 
ment from the Isruli army 
said the cell bad been oper- 
ating since 1993 in the "West 
Bank and had targeted two 
Israeli soldiers and four 
civilians over the years. 
According to the statement, 
those arrested had been 
planning to use explosives 
in its next attack along a 
central West Bank highway. 

Hamas has claimed 
responsibility for deadly 
attacks agai^ Israel since 
Israel-Palestinian peace- 
making first began in 1993 
including the bombing of a 
Tel Aviv cafe in March 
which killed three Israeli 
women and the bomber. 



Lebanon condotn 

ad focuses 

onsensoalhy 

LONDON (R) — ^^An advo- 
dsing campaign for con! 
doms in Ld>an(a has don 
. away with ttaefitiond safe 
sex warnings in fevourofa 
message about seifioalitv 

London international enu! 
PLC maker of Diina ooi 

doms, said 
“Worldwide consnni 
research found that yoong 
adute in particular 
positive encouragemeat to 
practise safer sesL LectURs 

about die threat of AIDS are 
not enou^" said Ldgj) 
Taylor, Durex regioaai 
manager for the Mi^ 
East The ad, which canies 
the message feeling 
everything, focuses on ihe 
importance of touch and 

feding through the use of a 

central character who is 
blind. ‘The ad raises aware* 
ness about safer sex and 
emphasises that them ^ 
ne^ to abandon seosualhy 
for protection," said Ikyloc. 
The commercial is 
shown six times a day. 

Sarah Netanyabu 
under attack 
for hiring maid 

TELAVIV (AFP) — Sarah 
Netanyahu, the emhankti 
wife of Israeli 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, was under fredi 
attack after repents she has 
received q)e^ A^tensa- 
tion to hire a Fili;^ nam^. 
The maid, who has not yn 
been takra on, will look 
after the couple’s two dni- 
(fren, the wei^y Kol Hat 
repented. Accordmg to press 
accounts, Sarah NctarqraiB 
is pr^naot witii her 
child. Under Israeli lav. 
only the UJ and infiim ate 
allowed to employ fer^ 
domestic woikers,^ ’ 
weekly said. - 

Hnmphrey 

joins ^Legends^ 

Hollywood’ 

LOS ANGELES 
Humphrby Bogart 
Marilyn Monroe ; 

Dean later this 
postal services’ 
Hollywood" ser 
of the greatest 
time, Humphrey 
secured a place in / 
histtny," postmaster 
Marvin Runyon amuoB^ 
Hiuisday. Ihe stanqi'^^inll 
roll out July 31 . hfirind 
Deas, who iUusttated-tiie 
stamp, based the ima^ oa a 
movie poster produ^ fv 
“The Big Sleep" in 1946. 

Federal workers to 
lose video games 

WASHINCJTON (AFP) - 
Federal govennncDt 

employees would lo^ 
vidro games from their 
computers under a budget 
amendment s^)ixoved by 
the U.S. Senate. The tax- 
payers don’t need to be pay- 
ing the salaries of people 
who are playing ganiR 
while on official time," said 
Republican Senator La^h 
Faurclotb of Ncwlh Carolina 
The amendment — which 
was ^Tproved anammously 
— would require the 
removal of games frotn per- 
sonal computeis used by the 
government and mand^ 
that no 'games be installed 
on new computers. ‘Tte 
removal of these gam« win 
save miOioDS, if not biDioi& 
in lost produc^tyi 
Faircloth said. ‘It is tune to 
pull the plug on people 
playing computer games." 

Gianni Versace’s 
ashes still warm 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Gianni Versace's ashes ait 
still warm and the fip* 
post-murder book deal is itt 
Christopher Masm. 
contributes to the New 
Times, received $500,^ 
T iftift- Brown and Co. 
« 350-page book nty 
“Undressed: A Biopsy 
Gianni Veisace. die 
year at the earliest- 
flamboyant fasbiwi 
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designer was slain ouiswe 
his Miami beach mansion 
early Tuesday. 











